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PREFACE. 


The commercial intercourse which for 
.many years I have maintained ^vith the na- 
tions of Europe, having rendered it neces- 
sary for me to learn their two principal lan- 
guages (English and French), I have always 
taken great pleasure in reading publications, 
which the xiggur of om’ ' government would 
never have allowed to be imported, and still 

I 

less to be translated into Chinese. Among the 
'productions of the European press, my atten- 
tion was particularly engaged- by the newspa- 
pers. Their style is often loose, but they are 
extremely well fitted to gratify the curiosity 

b 
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of a foreigner desirous of mfonrmlion and 
lisnng 9000 league* from the llicntre of the 
c\cnU thc\ record 

I could not read ^ntl»out enthusiasm 
the 8lor^ of the n$c» the loft\ deeds the 
irifidom the errors nnd the reverses of tlic 
fc.mpcror ”Nnpoloon Xe\er hid I found 
anj thing resembling nil this in our own 
histors Tiniour (Tamerlane) wns doubtless 
n great conqueror, and owTd his powtr onl\ 
to but he vanquished and ndeil 

mcr scmdKirUirous nations oidr nmong 
whom a man of gtimis is nlnwU rm elect 
ed King uhems Napoleon sprang nl oner 
from obsctmis to supreme power oser a 
sagaeious and nsihrtnl people W^ini I 
heartl of his hanishincnt fo ^t Ilrlena, I em 
iKtrkrtl at Canton and landesl on that I'lnnd 
burning mlh unjcitiener to liehold bun 1 
had the hapjdncss of seeing 1dm o serai 
times, and elcHeh jiidpng of luin 
** If tlve hero* u»d I to rntwlf ** I* ihus 
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gi’eat ill adversity, what must he have been 
in the days of his prosperity ? How could 
it be, that a warlike nation, possessing such 
a sovereign, should have suffered leagued 
enemies to dethrone liim before their eyes, 
while they looked on, unmoved spectators 
of their own humiliation and that of theii 
Prhice ?” .... This I never could explain 
to myself. .... My commercial affairs re- 
called me to Cliina : and I quitted St. He- 
lena full of admiration and respect for the 
illustrious captive. Tlu’ee years afterwards 
the public jommals announced his death. I 
was so deeply affected by this, that I resolv- 
ed to make a pilgrimage to his tomb, since 
I could not pay a second visit to himself. 
It was not, however, till the year 1825, that 
I could gratify a wish so dear to my heart. 
On the 3rd of May, I landed at St. Helena, 
and, giving but one day to repose, I proceed- 
ed, on the 5th of May, (the anniversary of 
the hero’s death) at foiu o’clock m the after- 



VI 


PHEFACt 


noon, to the sunple yet noble tomb which 
contains Ins mortal remains After the 
lapse of a few moments, the sentinel on 
duty opposed my longer stay I offered to 
allow him to examine ray vestments, assur- 
ing him that I had no intention of carrying 
off the preaous ashes Con^^nced of mj 
honest intentions, by tlie facihty with which 
I expressed myself m English, he ended by 
leaving me to the depth of my meditations 
Night found me still under the weopmg 
AVillows, mv head reclining on my knees 
Suddenly a light breeze shook the loaves, 
and disturbed the profound sflcncc which 
till then had surrounded me a few mo 
ments afterwords it returned, hut, ascribing 
it to natural causes, I paid no attention to 
it at last the rustling came for the third 
time, and with redoubled \ lolcncc and I re- 
marked at one comer of the cenotaph a 
phosphonc light, which seemed like a moon- 
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beam glimmering throiigli the branches ’ — 1 
approached the light, which moved, and 
slowly made the circuit of the monumental 
stone : and when it reached the angle oppo- 
site to me, it stopped, and threw its gleam 
upon a manuscript half hidden by the grass 
that grew around it ’ . . . . Though unaccus- 
tomed to supernatm*al occun'ences, I pre- 
seiwed my wonted calm until I read the title 
and my own name thereupon, and the ray 
of light steadily fixed on the manuscript 
(though all around was dark), when I was 
seized with an involuntary palpitation. This 
did not proceed from fear : it was a pro- 
found movement of astonishment, joy, sad- 
ness, respect — ^I'eflections deep and vague on 
the destinies of the great man, the immorta- 
lity of the sold, the recompense of the right- 
eous, and finally, on the preference which 
the great Demioubgos has ^ven to beings, 
who delight in admiring those chefs-d'cetivre 
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of humanity, -whom he is pleased to send 
from time to time upon the earth By the 
mystenous ray, I read all tlie night 

It would be impossible for me to descnbe 
my emotions os I read ^Many persons will 
perliaps be displeased to 6nd that Truth lias 
withdrawn the veil from their actions , but 
it may console tliem to find that the hero 
has spared himself ns little as others 1 ' ' 

At tlie dawn, I performed my morning 
devotions, and quitted the sacred tomb, afrcr 
pa) mg to it tlie tribute of m) tears * Tlirec 
hours aftcTTN ords, I railed for Furopc From 
the knowledge I had acquired of tliat part 
of the world, I felt tlint the capital of Eng- 
land iras the only cit) worth) to possess my 
treasure. Scared) had I arn^xd, i\hen I 
went in search of a publisher I soon found 
one, nho received m^ oITcrs with eagerness, 
Europeans, read * and abo^e all, profit b) 
the vilntar) lesson which the Great Man 
now transmits to %ou from the abode of 
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Tmth ; and, until each of you shall go in 
his turn to people, according to his merits, 
the vast regions of the World to come, 
live happily in the present world, if you 
can ' ' ' 

Xongo-tee-Fou-tcht, 


OF Tiontchew. 




NAPOLEON 


IN 


THE OTHER WORLD. 


Sc^vECELY had my eyes closed upon the 
light of ^ the world below, when, driven by an 
irresistible impulse, I found myself twenty-five 
leagues distant from the diminutive globe 
where I received my being : the space that lay 
between me and the earth, and the apogee of 
its atmosphere, had been passed by me in a 
state of unconsciousness and death ; for I re- 
covered no portion of my intellectual powers 
till I reached the pure ether, in which the 
powerfiil hand of the Creator displays his innu- 
jnerable wonders. “ Hence,” thought I, “ it is 
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then true that man cxjvts after dcaUi , and the 
intelligent Pope has justly described the man 
uho enters into the enjoyment of glory, as 
passing at pleasure over the immense spaces of 
the l>onndle«s hemisphere ” 

My whole being was shaken a convulsive 
burst of joy I wished to observe at one glance 
all those mysterious objects nhicli man per- 
cei\es from afar, on whicli he forms such vain 
conjectures and such fruitless desires , but the 
moment I approached a new world, lU thick 
atmosphere drove me back, and forced me to 
follow the void space that separates the dilTcTcnt 
worlds I afterwards learned that none but 
pnnl^^ splnts are allowed to enter it, I 
know not hon long, nlonc and unguidcd, I 
moved about the vast regions of the universe 
the time must have been long, if 1 am to judge 
from the individuals with whom I oflcnrarris 
met How contemptibly small the earth <ecnicd 
to me to be, compared with tlic wonders of 
creation* “Is tliLs, then," exdalmcd I nilh 
contempt, "the object so much desired hy 
human pndc, the cause of quarrel* wars, vain 
btiasling and crime? And wliat u man him- 
self?” At this moment I ivi>lie<l that 1 Imd 
near me all the great mcii of the earth, and nil 
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the vainglorious men of science, that I might 
make them witnesses of their ignorance and in- 
significance. 

After reflecting deeply upon my new situa- 
tion, after feeling a thousand fears and hopes, 
I abandoned myself entirely to the decrees of 
the Eternal. If punishment is to fall on me, 
thought I, let me be comforted, it wiU not be the 
most severe of all retributions ' If my destiny 
is to be kept eternally isolated, resignation to 
the will of the Most High wfll stand me in 
stead of happiness ’ An unexpected movement 
put an end to my uncertainty. Among the 
luminous bodies that surrounded me by my- 
riads, I discovered one whose movements seem- 
ed to bend towards me ; or rather I was myself 
attracted towards it, for I could not at that 
moment have gone in any other direction. The 
movement of a spirit fi-eed from the body is as 
rapid as that of light ; the action of the will 
alone can move it from any point to a bound- 
less distance ; hence, in a few instants, I came 
up with my unknown magnet. My happiness 
may be easily imagined, when I perceived a 
celestial figure, a sylph, a genius, surrounded 
with a thin vapour of dazzling whiteness like 
the aurora borealis, advancmg towards me with 

B 2 
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a pleasing and grnaous look " Napoleon," said 
he, “ thoa mightcst ha\e been a divinitj upon 
the earth , thou hast been but a man — thj 
destiny is fulfilled in thy new abode tliou shall 
be perpetually condemned to discuss nothing 
but worldly affairs with those nho, bke thee, 
preferred the vain title of hertt to tliat of a be- 
nefactor of the human race , thou shall never 
know the creative power which drew thee out 
of nothing, nnr the sublime wonders which the 
tnily elect enjoy Supreme justice cannot giN e 
thee the same rank it assigned to Socrates, Ti- 
tus Julian, Marcus Aurelms, Newton, Pope 
tVoshington Confuefus, Oableo Fcnclon, and 
other great philosophers , for thou hn^ never 
felt even tlic thought of imitating them iliou 
hast mshed to follow tlie tracks of Consar, of 
Alexander, Clinrlcs XII and other ambltloiis 
madmen , it is mth them that thou ulmll lie 
permitted to pass the lionndlcss period of elcr 
nity ’—Take courage, liowercr , with this ex- 
ception thou dinlt enjoy n Imppy exulence 
the only punishment thou shall feel will lie (ho 
endless remorse of haiing had il in thr pon- 
cr to be nhnt no other cicr liecnnu , of 
having had it In tliy poucr to regmiTnlc 
and ennoble mankind while, bhndcil liy a 
conlemptitile amhitioii, thou hast more than 
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ever thrown it back into ignorance and sla- 
very. — What use hast thou made of the por- 
tion of intelligence entrusted to thee by the 
Creator ?” — “ Have pity on me, divine Genius,” 

I exclaimed, I now perceive all my eiTors ; I 
confess my extreme insignificance, and render 
thanks to the Creator if he deigns to condemn 
me only to a punishment so little adequate to 
the enormity of my offences.” When I pro- 
nounced these words, I worshipped the celes- 
tial messenger, and felt myself overcome mth 
sorrow and repentance “ Napoleon,” replied 
he, the Supreme Being hearkens to repent- 
ance, even after the death of the sinner , he calls 
thee not to account for the blood thou hast 
caused to be shed, the tears and misery of the 
peaceful inhabitants of the world, who have 
been ruined and despoiled by the ministers of 
thy caprices These things all belong to the 

decrees of the Eteraal, and it is not for feeble 

% 

mortals to investigate them ' — I am the agent 
of his will, and am ordered to conduct thee to 
thy new abode , but that thou mayest praise 
for ever the clemency of the Great Being in thy 
favour, thou must first of all visit, under my 
direction, the fields of the reprobate These 
would infalhbly have been thy portion, if thy 
heart had not been often accessible to wrtue, 
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and if gome years of piumliment, before th} 
death, had not extenuated thy fonlt* m the eyes 
of eternal Justice On saying these words, he 
took bis flight, and bore nie along by his move- 
ment, with the power which a planet preserves 
over its satelhtcs 

Our flight was in an opposite direction to 
that which I had hitherto felt, so that I could 
not have performed it alone, i\ ithout a similar 
gmdo After descending through an immense 
space, but with the rapidity of thought, the 
hght having left us, and twilight succeeded, I 
asked the Genius on what point u c now were 
“ On that,*’ sold he, ” which is six millions of 
leagues below the antarctic polo of the terres- 
tnal globe, by foUoniog Uie same direction 
wc shall descend to the hell corrcsjwndmg to 
thy world” — Lord,” replied I, ** i* 
there then a hdl for every vvorld?"’ — “As- 
suredly, since each of them w inlmbitcil, and 
contains virtues and crimes The hell to uhleh 
we arc going, rocciveii, like all the others, in- 
discriminately, ipints of every bchif, of even* 
sect, uithout distinction who knou'ingly nlwm- 
doned, during their lives, the path of ju'lici 
to gatlsf) their own pawons. Each of them 
receives n jmnishmcnl proportionixl to them 
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tuie of the ofleiiccs he ha^ connniUed in t!ie 
world.” — “ But wliat piinishincnl will be in- 
flicted upon unbelievers ?” — Thai is according, 
to the peculiar ease of each ; the wicked infidel, 
who in spite of the conviction of his ovni con- 
science, has boasted of incredulity and scep- 
ticism, that he might ensnare others, or ac- 
quire a false reputation for himself — he will 
be exposed to the same punishments he af- 
fected to despise. Honest and sincere unbe- 
lievers — that is, those who felt too pro- 
foundly the omnipotence of the Creator, and 
disdained the frivolous and siqierstitious prac- 
tices of certain ignorant or deceitful sectaries — 
will be permitted at their pleasure to traverse 
the boundless universe ; because it is just, that 
the magnihcence of the Gicat Being be shown 
after death to those who constantly admired 
him during theii’ lives.” — I should wish to 
know, if the same proportion is observed in 
Paradise ?” — ‘‘ Precisely the same ; eveiy just 
man is there rewarded according to the range 
of his ideas — ^liis favourite passions, tastes, and 
inclinations : — but we shall have an opportunity 
of seeing aU these things on our return from 
Hell.” Profound darkness succeeded the feeble 
twilight that surrounded us ; and I could not 
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e\ en have perceived mTBelf from the surrounding 
darkness, had I not been aided by the phos- 
phone light of my conducting genius. Some 
moments afterwards I thought I heard the 
indistinct report of distant thunder, I then 
perceived bluish flames bv turns appearing and 
disappearing At length, having approached 
nearer, I recognized the burning zone which 
surrounds the eternal obode of death and cninc. 
We passed over the fien gulph at a certain 
distance, hut slow enough, however, to enable 
me to examine its wonders ^Vhat homd 
figures' what monsters' Borne along by n 
ceaseless whirlwind, the) drove ngmntt cacli 
other and howled in n tbousond homble 
wa>8' — This Right filled me with an unknown 
feeling — with terror' My kind gnide kept me 
suspended o^cr the abyss, and said to me, 

*' Tliou scest the rebel spints wlio profaned, b) 
liomd sacnlcgos, the name of the God of peace 
and justice, and employed the terrors of divine 
vengeance, to commit with impumt) the iiifHt 
unbcanl-of enmes— enmes the more rc\oltmg 
that the) were almost umfonulv peTi>clmlrtl 
u|Kin innocence and \irtuc' None hut an In- 
(piHitor IS c\cr sent to these regions, fi»r no 
other class of men i-oiild j>crp<tmtr mines 
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Avorthy of such a punishment.’’ “ M^hat, Lord,’’ 
said I, are tliese Avretches (though steeped in 
guilt) eternally condemned to roll among these 
flames.” — No,” replied he : “ the least cnmi- 
nal, after a certain lapse of time, Avill ])e sent to 
endure a less sCA’-ere punishment in other re- 
gions ; and the rest Avill also leaAm it in tlie 
course of ages, seeing that the Creator and tlic 
creation alone are eternal; but the forms, cii- 
cumstances, and partial relations of created 
things, are continually undergoing changes ” 
We then entered upon a cloudy atmosphere, 
the monotony of Aidiich Aims interiupted by 
mournful cries of pain and suffering. When 
I cast my eyes toAAmrds this abode of sorroAA% 
1 perceived innumerable human figuies, AAdiich 
still preserved all the paleness of death. Each 
of them served as a scare-crow to his neigh- 
bour ; men and Avomen rushed against each 
other tumultuously, gave each other mutual 
terror, made loud outcries, then ran off m 
terror again. “ What are these unfortunate 
beings I asked, “ They are obscure beings, 
Avho have plunged during theii lives info the 
most abject enmes, and become familiar with 
every atrocity ; their hardened souls nevei felt 
a noble or generous sentiment ; they are traitors, 
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cold-bloodctl murderers, nssassina, ond liigh 
way robbers, poisoners, and spies’ It nos m 
vain that I looked , I conld not find one person 
of my acquaintance among them, except George 
Cadoudnl,* whom I could scarcely pcrcenc 
through the darkness Wc passed on , the 
obscurity gmdnally diininuhcd, and gave place 
to a sombre light that stretched over the whole 
horizon AVlien I approached this new scene, 
I heard a loud caunonadc and a sharp fire of 
niusqnctr) , then the rolling noise of drums, 
trumpets, confused cncs, and, in short, all 
the noisy confusion of a great battle in the 
hottest period of the figlit I confess tlmt 
at this moment I still felt mNsclf sciectl uitli 
that martial ardour, that nns fonncrly so 
raniilmr to me, and iny giudc i>crcci\ ctl it 
and said to me with a smile “ Would st 
thou share the lot of tlie^c WTitclies ? ** Par- 

don, my good (jcnius, o ixinnant of luiinnn 
weakness, >or) fnr fWim desiring to In. with 
them, I widi I had never seen the fcmblnnce of 
in> anaent follies, Imt lm\c pity on me and 


• A famous cliW nf owptrtttort, and • f ■nil 

unprindplctl man t W ymn cioctitnl aflfr tiavmj. lillol 
itto al tbr nv'tmnt *‘f l«i» STfrvt —I nitno 
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tell me what this is.” — “ Hover over them, and 
examine.” We remained about twenty toises 
above the carnage. No, never in any of the 
fifty pitched battles where I commanded in per- 
son, did I perceive a hundredth jiart of the hor- 
rors and atrocities of this infernal engagement. 
The field of battle was a plain, as far as the 
eye could reach, strewn with hills, tours, and 
redoubts, and cut up with ravines, gulphs, and 
filthy torrents. The whole plain was a mass of 
blood and filth ; the infantry, cavalry, ammu- 
nition waggons, in short, every thing seemed to 
make incredible efforts to move with speed 
along this disastrous soil. Yet each indi\’idual 
foamed with rage against his adversary ; fury 
urged them on to attack and murder each 
6ther ; the victoiious party tore with their wea- 
pons and their teeth the palpitating limbs of 
their victims, and, as if their rage was not yet 
quenched, they steeped then’ arms and head in 
then* blood ; then others came on, equally fe- 
rocious, who made these cannibals suffer the 
same fate, while the first victims (by a new 
prodigy) gi’aduaUy resumed their pristine fonns, 
to become in their turns the victorious and the 
vanquished. I was horror-struck, and dared 
not to interrogate my celestial guide , but what 
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became of me ? ^^’hcn n regiment, or ratlier n 
horde, of these ferocious madmen percciied me, 
my name flew from motith to month ^nUl homd 
curses , all their fire-arms poured upon me n 
truly infernal volley , but it was in vxun, for 
ray nature was too aiipcnor to theirs they 
groped along in the imul, u bile I ranged o\ cr tlic 
regions of space At the same instant a man 
in his shirt alceves, and a handkerchief round 
his head, advanced unth his sabre in his hand, 
and burst forth into imjKitcnt menaces at me , 
by till* display, I recognised Charette, tlic 
famous Vendenn Chief As he lind Ix^ da 
nng his life, he i\*os invested in hell with 
the mnk of gcncmhssimo of the defenders 
of the TTirono and the Altar His army nos 
coiiiposctl of peasants, pnests, deserters, eon 
MCts escaped from the g^lllc}^ if one were tn 
judge hy the vnriogntcil colours of their do 
thing * I disdained to reply to these mail cn 
thuslfists , and una n mute spectator of their 
phrenrj, v-hen other factious nTC(ch(*s mine up 
from an opposite direction, Imulcd forth hUr, 
ly or Dcnth ! and entered into o horrihlc con 

Th» myall \ Hprt> at oU tiDics t{ 

iW tort of ppojik — Invuncr |hc Utf irmy in ‘'fwm 
oiIImI armr <»f /flUA — F PlTon 
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test with the former, who replied in their 
turn : Vive It Roi (juand meme ' At tlie head 
of the new horde marclied Carrier, Billand de 
Varennes, Marat, CoUot d’Herbois, Hebert, 
Chaumette, Fouquier-Tinville, Pabre d’Eglan- 
tine, Danton, and others." On perceiving me, 
they waved theii’ Ijloody sabres, burst forth into 
horrible curses, and, being unable to satiate 
their rage against superior spirits, the)’- turned 
It against their antagonists. The latter gave 
them a brave reception, but they were in a few 
moments cut to pieces by their powerful adver- 
saries. A new baud now came up ; it consist- 
ed of Catalonians, GueiiUas, Spanish monks, 
Neapolitan insurgents, and otlier ruffians of 
that stamp. They were commanded by Ge- 
neral Elio, the Baron d’Eroles, and Cardinal 
Ruffo. The Republicans disdained to contend 
with them ; a contemptuous laugh, and certain 
displays of loathing and ineffable contempt, were 
their only reply to the serviles The Spaniards 
and Neapolitans trembled, and. durst not come 

* The most ferocious republicans of the penod, and 
commonly called Terroi isls. Carrier was the inventor of 
the republican marriages these consisted in putting a 
man and a woman into a boat full of holes, and thus 
drowning them — Editor 
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fonrard , but some troops at a distance nou 
shouted forth their cnes, and adrauced to the 
assistance of these pusfllnniiuous ■wTctcbe* 
This new sight excited my cunosity I per- 
ceived the costume of post ages, and ashed the 
reason of it from my guide ** That young 
man, said he, “ with the pole countenance and 
haggard eyes, covered over with blood and 
uorras, IS Charles IX. that dishcvcDed and 
funons woman, is Cathonne de hlcdicis he 
who bolds a lighted torcli and a poniard, is 
Bcsra6, the murderer of Coligny , all the repro 
bates who follow them ore the cut-throats of 
St, Bartholomews day uho ha\o been jometl 
by the dragoons of Louis XTt , (he troops of 
Simon dc Montfort,* and Montfort himscir, 
the JDuhe of Alva, ond his Connal of Se- 
ven f Amongst them ore Cardinals Rlclic- 

• An otrocKW* man wbo InundatrO Loapicdoc inih 
Uood, at tic time of tbo war apaiiut the tmrnrtoiule 
AlHpcnw^ 

t Thii Connen wai called the CoancJl of 131or«l Tlic 
ruffmna who compos'd It were Jeon de \ arpa^ L<ml* del 
lUo (Spanhh liwrcn) Adrian \lrolal Jetm Porta Ja 
qnfs Ileivlt Jean de lUawrc do llola and Jacrjnrr de 

U Torre They jodprd without appeal all the entne^ Uul 
wete denomlanted rfFipn^i which «rrr ol o treated it 
•titr crlmi-t, Anlarrp ^lechlin flhenl Toamay nu- 
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ieii and Mazarin; but the most ferocious of 
ill is Rulfo, leader of the Neapolitan ])an- 
litti : the Queen of Naples, Marie Caroline, 
s always by his side. The monk Hildebrand, 
Detter knoum by the name of Pope Gregory 
and the Countess Matilda, are the insti- 
gators of this numerous horde. They are con- 
inually consumed by a devouring fire, and re- 
sume their existence to suffer anew the same 
punishment.” — Who are these four monks 
(vho brandish a serpent in one hand, and an 
incendiary torch in the other?” — “ The first 
IS Peter the Hermit, who preached the first 
Crusade ; the second is Pope Urban H. who 
preached it at Clermont in the year 1100; 
the third is Bernard the Monk, who preached 
it at Vezelay, by the side of Louis le Jeune ; 
and the fourth is Dominic the Monk, who 
founded the Inquisition These two black 
spints, half concealed under a standard (re- 
presenting a woman wrapped up in a white 
sheet and kissing a cross), are Ignatius de Loy- 
ola, and Ins assistant Lainez, the founders of 
the J esuits * With a hypocritical air they dis- 

nothing but men led to execution (aiino 1567j and follow- 
ing years ) 

* The Society of the Jesuits was established in 1540, 
during the pontificate of Paul III 
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play 0 poniard m one hand, and n cup of jkjI- 
son in the other 

I was confounded with all that I sai\ Hou 
13 It (thought I) that the inhabitants of tfifc 
earth raise statue* and altars to monsters sudi 
os these’ Does the Great Being permit it’ 
The Genius knew my thoughts, and promptly 
said to me — “ Man, h) the place assigned to him 
l)y the Creator, is only the intermediate hnk 
between the lower animals and superior beings. 
Man IS therefore composed of two distinct 
natures one, which strives continually to ap- 
proximate him to matter, and the other, which, 
in spite of himself, transports him aboNC it 
Those who huNC more of the first than the se- 
cond nature arc idiots, dcpn>cd of all Judg- 
ment and intelligence, the) \cgctntcand die, 
but the account required of their actions is onU 
according to tlic portion of intclhgcnce the) 
hn\c received I\Icn endowed with superior 
intelligence arc solely responsible for the cmI 
thev have coinimttcd or for the good thp> 
iniglil liavc done Tlic errors into which (he 
ignorant nfimbitants ot the earth fah nre the 
work of the former and cons<‘<|mntU ihcw 
alone ought to be respondblt for them Tlic 
Creator lias nl<o willed that men diall miir 
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see the truth clearly unveiled, know why they 
were created, nor what becomes of them 
after death ; if such powers had beenjgranted 
to them, the order of things upon the earth 
must have been changed. The duty of men 
is therefore to acknowledge the powers above ; 
to adore in silence the decrees of the Eternal, 
and to yield themselves fi’eely to his justice. 
For Iiis own personal happiness, man has but 
one single thing to do ; that is, to be just, from 
that source flow all the other virtues Thou 
seest that very few things are required to be 
an honest man, and that if these regions are 
filled with villains, it is not the fault of the 
Creator ” He was about to continue, when 
heart-rending cries from the partizans of fana- 
ticism and oligarchy struck upon my ears. I 
cast my eyes upon the infernal tumult, at the 
moment when the Terrorists, though inferior 
in numbers, were gaining the victory. What 
disorder ' what shocking carnage ' each of 
them seized three or four enemies at once, cut 
them to pieces without mercy, and scattered 
their bloody members : the vast field was now 
nothing but a mass of blood and filth, and 
bodies cut to pieces ' I saw one wretch whose 
liver they were cutting out and forcing him to 



\s 


NAPOLEON 


devour This barbarous inadeut having struck 
me with horror, the Genius hastened to explnmL 
It to me, and said “ This man still cnjoji tlie 
same repast he had in 1522, with this iffer- 
ence, that he then eat the livers of his cpemies, 
and now he devours his own "* He then 
added “ Thou seest how dearly the fanaticism 
of party is paid for after death • These wretches, 
though freed from the body, arc condemned to 
feel the same fears, the same torments, and the 
same sufferings, as while they were olive , in a 
few moments they wfll resume their pnstinc 
fonns, and commence new massacres.*’ I in- 
qmrod if the Terrorists were always nctonous 
He rephed, ** Ves, because their crime sprung 
from a noble and virtuous cause If the Ter- 
ronsts had not shed blood, thc^ would lm\c 
lieen men incorruptible, and of tlic greatest in 
tegnty *' I was astonished at not seeing Robes- 
pierre among them he told me that that in- 
dividual was sincerely persuaded that terror 
was absolutely ncccssan, and that, at any rate 

* An hinorkal f*ct ThU num, wb«f namt vn\ Tor 
aid In defending Jsornr*, irealeJ la UjI* manoef eterj’ 
Freacbmon be could l»br lie town wi.» lAien 

MATthkl Lesenre eanicd iim In W with til hJ* *e 

e«Bpljee» 
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he despised luxury, riches, and grandeur. 

“ Thou shalt soon see him, however, in another 
part of hell.” I entreated my guide to snatch 
me away from the scene of desolation, and we 
were instantly two thousand toises above it. 
“ The region we are leaving,” said he to me, 
includes all the party fanatics who thinned the 
human race to satiate their vengeance. There 
are, among them the Guelphs and Ghibelins, tlie 
M^hites and the Blacks ; all the petty feudal 
lords of England, France, and Italy, who have 
dyed the earth with blood for more than six 
hundred years; but especially the satellites of 
religious fanaticism, such as the banditti of 
Arezzo, the conquerors of Mexico, and many 
others. For them there is no pity, for they 
combined the most unexampled cruelty to the 
most shameless system of imposture ; almost all 
these monsters have murdered their feUow men 
in the name of a God of peace and justice.” 
Each truth that came from the mouth of the 
heavenly intelligence filled me witli respect and 
awe. I reflected on my past life, and was 
seized with remorse when I thought -that terres- 
trial objects had occupied every moment of my 
time. Ah ' if, instead of improving military 
tactics, I had taken philosophy as the guide of 

c 2 
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my actions, how man) happy men I should 
ha^ e made > A simple officer my former 
army (thought I) who was obscure and un- 
thought of during my time, is perhaps nt this 
moment initiated into the secrets of the Inter- 
nal, nhilst I, miserable wretch ^ must ne\cr 
know them I was drawn from my revcnc by 
a multitude of large owls, which fleu almost as 
high ns oiirselies the greater part heemne 
suddciil) motionless, and fell, with all their 
weight and with loud cne% ui>on jKiintcd rocks, 
Mitli nhicli this noft region was coicred The 
light that guided iii was similar to the evening 
twilight Each onl preserved n human coun- 
tenance, and the (op of their heads was orna- 
mented b) the »am<' ornaments that had dis- 
tinguLshod them in this world Tlicrt wen. 
owls with tiurns, mitres enp^, and cowls wjimrc 
doctoral caps nnd even regal crowns others 
had the countenances of women ungularU at 
tired One of the latter ha\ lag passed under ni) 
nose, I took it into m) liend to scire It hy the 
end of the wing The Genius snnU'd, and 
raid, Since thou hast caught it, I allow thct* 
to intciTOgntc it and to ham from its mouth 
theimlun and destiny of Ihev reprolmtfs ** On 
looking to inv captive, I rcmarkeil n mild hrpo 
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critical-looking countenance, and a modest dress 
all round ; a small cross of gold was suspended 
round the neck, and the modest-looking eyes 
dared scarcely look upon me ; yet pride ap- 
peared there in spite of modesty. “ Who are 
you, unfortunate being ?” said I with a tone of 
pity. — “ Alas ' I am a woman celebrated in 
the annals of France ; I began by being the 
wife of a poor cripple, and ended by being the 
wife of a king. Ah ' if I had foreseen the 
punishment I must eternally endure, I would 
always have had poor cripples for husbands.” 
“ What ' can you be the celebrated Main te- 
non ?” — “ Precisely ; but you, my lord, who 
are you, mth this strange hat, with these rib- 
bons and orders suspended on the left side of 
your singular dress ?” — “ I shall say Hke you, 
that if I had foreseen that these ribbons, these 
orders, and this di’ess, were to fill me with re- 
morse when I left ray mortal coil, very far from 
occupying the throne of France, I should al- 
ways have remained a private citizen in my 
native island.” “ The throne of France ' — am 
I then addressing a Bouibon?” — “ No ; I am 
not of hereditai'y race, I was indebted for my 
power and the title of emperor to the chance 
of aims, and the will of the French nation.” 
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“ Can it be true, that things have nndei^one 
such a change ? It is plain that you are not 
among the damned, since instead of having for 
y-our confessor an nocomphshed viUain like 
le Telher,* you have hod a worthy man who 
guided you into the path of justice without im- 
posture ’’ — ** You are ogam mistaken , I never 
had a confejssor, nor any person of my court, 
that I know of” ** How times are altered 

At that moment, the Jesuit le Telher flew 
toimdus, he perceived Maintendn, and made 
homble grimaces at her the prude hflcd a 
claw to scratcli him , but the Loyohst owl, in 
obedience to his destiny, remained motionless, 
and fen like o moss of lend upon a pointed 
rock, which dashed his head to pieces Iwforc 
our eyes This,” said she with a sigh, u 
the fate that awaits me m n feu ininutcs 

Nap Tell me uhy all these spmti luCTcr 
such a metamorphosis, and arc exposed to such 
pimishmcnt ^ 

All the owls you sec have been 
more or Ic^ famous on the earth by means of 
fraud and mposiure ^ou will find among 

• Tbeawt fiim«ntjpomte©f Ui timf »twl Oefrwf 
oTLotiU XIV lie edrUed U»< rrrwaUcn of iW I-.4Kt 
®f 
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them almost half of the Popes. There now is 
Pope Paul V. ; the other is Gregory IX. 
There is Sixtus IV. ; and that is a late Pope, 
called Pius VI. His successor ought to be 
there from what I have heard : a monk of the 
Propaganda^ who has lately arrived, informs 
us that the present Pope, Leo XII., sui’passes 
in imposture all his predecessors. If that be 
the case, he will be condemned' to dash his 
head to pieces against the rocks, thrice every 
twenty-four hours, which will amount to a 
thousand and eighteen times a’year. My royal 
husband is also here:* the dragoonings and 
the revocation of the edict of Nantes have ob- 
tained him this. That long and thin ''crowned 
owl is the Emperor Constantine. AH the Kings 
of Piedmont are here, and most of the Emperors 
of the house' 'of Austria, except Joseph II. and 
Leopold, who were enlightened and liberal rao- 
narchs. That other pale and thin owl, also 
crowned, is Henry H., King of France : the 
one that follows him with a cowl on his head 
and a crown in his claws, is Charles V. f The 
others are James H., and his ancestor John 

« Louis XIV 

t Charles V. became a monk, and never ceased regret- 
ting his blunder 
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Lackland The ferocioua Louis XI u also here , 
but he has not the power of flying, he is 
stupidly perched in the hollow of a rock, where 
he is besieged every twenty-four hours by 
venomous serpents His fate is constantly to 
be on the watch agmnst their bites , but if 
by accident lie opens his mouth, n serpent fixes 
on one of his teeth , and by repented shocks, 
pulls it out by force, after ranking him suffer 
the most homblc agony 

Nap I understand the inotter, he rccciics 
the same punishment which he inflicted upon 
the unfortunate Arrangnocs, • 

dilaiut Prccisel) , dunng tlic intcnals that 
the serpents withdraw, ht is busv fighting with 
his claws with his rtt>ountc executioner, tlic 

* The tyrant \I did worn than this for hr* 

forevd the onfortuttatr » nn of the Due dc Nrtaotin to U* 
proiy*nt at ihdr father • rtceution TTicy acre to nror 
him that tbdr clothe wett corrml with bU Uood He 
thru ImprUooed tlirtn In o loner ench'^ed In 
which lie cBOunt to be madv in the shnp^ of Unts Not 
lati 6eil with tliM the tiprr h nt theta the rieeiithioer 
ererj week to pull out ■ t« "tb from ntie irf the other by 
ttimv The eldest affected I y the met and wraV ct « f 
hU yirttnpr^t brtPthiT alwaTJ oflW -d hlmwlf In fil« j Iter f 
Anlmut mrmlniiu* ) orrei 
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ferocious Tristau, who always comes to attack 
him in his den and tears his face. 

That mass of black owls you see below, are 
Jesuits, Missionaries, and Doctors of the Sor- 
bonne ; they always march together, and fall 
down at the same time. The others with 
square caps are almost all divines and casuists ; 
there are few physicians among them ; I say 
nothing about the monks and hermits, for they 
are almost aU here. They are easily known by 
them cowls and their party-coloured feathers. 
This place also incloses innumerable female 
owls, from Judith and Deborah, down to the 
present moment, — such as St. Claire, St. 
Theresa, St. Bridget, St. Catharine of Sienna ; 
who called themselves during their lives the 
spouses of the Son of God. Those who are 
most tormented, have been, like me, the mis- 
tresses of kings ; for, besides their ordinary 
punishment, bitter remw’se continually preys 
upon them, for not having employed the in- 
fluence they possessed in doing good. 

For some time past, -.ve see a class of people 
coming heie called Extinguishers {Elai^noirs). 
I do not know them, and I never heard of their 
name during my life. . . Each of us is con- 
demnecL more or le^s fjequeri%, to dash hi^ 
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head against the rocks After snffenog for six 
hours in this state, our strength returns ns well 
as the power of using our wings , wc nse 
ogam, travel at our pleasure through tlus dark 
atmosphere for three days , but all at once 'w e 
arc struck iMth a ray of light, we become ns 
heavy os on anvil, and ore thrown down — hut 
the fatal moment has arrived. I see the fearful 
light — adieu. Sire, remember an unfortunate 
bemg — I fall — nh^ She raised a loud cry, and 
disappeared in the abyss • 

I could not help pitying her from my Inmost 
soul The Genius said to me, " I do not blame 
thee for feeling compassion , Lot thou must 
confess, that such characters have been verv 
hurtful to their spoacs Placed h) chance or 
intrigue at tJic siunniit of corthl) grandeur, 
instead of shedding light and happiness iijKin 
the uorid, they have corrupted the human 
mind b) sophlstrj, olmirditj, and perfidious 
hypocrisy IIow many have liccomt u-icked 
by their example ’ The I injicror Constantine 
himself, b} creating the ecclesiastical hierarchy, 
which he despised at the bottom of his heart 
has destroy ttl all the virtues of true Chris- 
tinnlly " 

Nap Oh ' for him, ino*t assumlly, I pity 
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him not. Had it not been for Constantine, 
several other potentates, such as Pepin, Cliar- 
leinagne, the Countess Matilda, John of Eng- 
land, and others, would not have contributed to 
strengthen tlie temporal and spiritual power of 
the Popes. The latter, by remaining poor, 
would have remained virtuous ; for liches and 
virtue are not easily allied. The fraudulent 
conduct of the Popes necessarily led tlielr in- 
ferior agents to become quacks. Hence sprung 
Cardinals v ith equipages and mistresses ; rich 
and lazy bishops ; rich and lazy canons ; innu- 
merable friars, and indolent monks and priests ; 
fi’om which England liberated herself in the 
reign of Henry VIIL, and wliose disastrous 
influence is constantly felt by Portugal, Spain, 
France, and ill-fated Italy. 

“ It was in thy power to deliver the nations 
from the yoke of these wasps. The fear of 
losing power led thee to treat them like 
friends Thy reign is passed away ; thou no 
longer existest on the earth, but thy memory 
is there loaded with the reproaches of fifty 
millions of men, who have become the victims 
of thy improvidence.” 

At this bitter charge, tears of repentance fell 
from my eyes : and I could only reply to the 
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Genius m these words ** Homo tU7n , ct tiihil 
htimmn a me alienum ptto " — “ That is so true,” 
replied he, ** that thou const not speak other- 
wise than os a man, even though in a state of 
jmre intelligence, 

** Wc shall now enter into an infernal pro- 
vince, \\ here thou must submit to a sliglit altera 
tion m th) proper essence. Be not suqinwxl , it 
last only while we remain , at the moment 
of thy departure, thou slialt again resume thy 
celestial nature.'’ Full of confidence in these 
consoUng T\ ords, I followed witli a light flight 
my dinne Mentor , but I gradually felt myself 
loaded with hear> alomi of matter, and coidd 
no longer resist the laws of gravity, I uas 
Iwmo down irresistibly, and was al out to fall 
from a prodigious height into Iht centre of nn 
immense aty, built nearly according to the 
fashion of men, when I tumctl n biipjdirating 
look towards iny guide nnd support, nud he 
<rttclied out Ills hand nitb a smile " 
jwlcon,’ said he, “ where is lh\ rouragt ? 
uouhbt thou di«lam In tins uorlil nimt form 
cd th\ delight in the other’*’ — ** How should 
I disdain it if I know not uimt this cilv cun 
tain ’ — ' Tliou -halt oun knon , hut Ufiiri. 

VM dt^ud I i>cnnit thrf to e\nn)mr il\ ims 
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teries.’’ On saying tliese words, lie laid hold 
of me by llie middle of the back ; and holding 
me as a man holds a lantern, I had leisure to 
contemplate, for some minutes, this imposing 
wonder ..... 

We were elevated about fifteen hundred toi- 
ses. The city seemed to have the form of a 
perfect cu*cle, entirely enveloped in fogs My 
imperfect essence did not allow me to perceive 
its circumference at a glance. All that I Could 
guess was that it v ould be impossible for any 
oidmary spirit to leave it, after having entered. 
Let one picture to oneself an orbit of fifteen 
hundred leagues in circumference", all full of 
Gothic and daik-looking buildings, neither di- 
vided into districts nor numbered ; intersected by 
thirty thousand canals of stagnant water, whose 
narrow streets, full of every sort of filth, are suc- 
cessively traced in perfect circles, fi’om the cen- 
tre point to the extreme circumference ; sur- 
rounded by a wall half a mile thick, which has 
no apparent gates, but .which contains mys- 
terious and subterraneous passages, which all 
are not allowed to know, and it is by means of 
these passages that the most skilful inhabitants 
of the great city succeed, after long researches, 
in breathing the pure air of the surrounding 
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carantry they revisit the light of day, and 
splendid >*egetation » but what is the conse- 
quence ? If these poor men unfortunately 
yield to transports of joy, at the moment a 
smile appears on them lips, the pitiless harpies 
rush upon them, strike them mth their foetid 
wings, seize them m their brazen claws, and 
make them go round and round the aty till 
ihey roach the centre of the accursed labyrinth, 
they then fly away with gnmoccs, and shower 
filth upon them In the position I was in, I 
perceived several hundreds of these birds of 
Erebus, each carrying off an offender against 
the laws of gravilj/ Tlic Genius explained 
this to me 

** Before descending ” adJed lie, “ I ought 
to inform thee timt I shall become invisible to 
the view of these gro^s spints Tliou thyself 
shall not be able to sec me , hut constantly 
placed beside thec, thou slialt have llit poncr 
to ask me questions and to hoar my replies. 
On sajdng llicsc words, I ftll mvfoif gefiily 
transported by a vicnlow hand into the very 
centre of a public square I thnuglit, at first 
that I had mounted again to tlir ennh for the 
things I oliWTvetl had *urh n Unking resem 
hlincx to the imperfections of the utirW I 
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!aw coflfee-houses, reading-rooms, innumerable 
:ooks, punches, and haidequins ; men with two 
Dr three faces, all loaded with rolls of paper ; 
k^enders of all sorts of wares, tooth-drawers, of- 
ficers of justice, and then, by the information 
Qf my invisible guide, a gi’eat number of spies. 
The latter perceived me at the moment I 
alighted, surrounded me with a suspicious look, 
and examined me from top to toe ; I looked at 
them in my turn with an air of contempt, and 
crossed my hands upon my breast. On making 
this movement, I heard on all sides the cry of 
“ It is he ! it is he ' it is Napoleon . 

. . . “ ^Vho is this stranger gravely said 

an old man, who seemed to have some autho- 
rity over the populace. — “ He is a usurper,” 
said , some ; “ he is one of our friends,” said 
others ; — “ he benefited us " he ruined us 
“ he humbled the clergy ,” “ he restored the 
priests “ he was a sans-culotte ;” “ he re- 
stored kings to theii’ thrones but for him 
there- would have been no Holy Alliance 
“ but for him we should have no laws.” — The 
tumult was at its height, when the old man 
lifted his cane, and in a firm tone bade them 
he silent ; then addressing himself to me : — 
As far as I can see, thou art an amphibious 
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being, thou cnest out both Vtvc le Hot and 
Vive la Ltgnc , if thou rcjnainest nmongst us, 
thou mayest produce disorder, and trouble pub- 
lic order, but mennwhUc, where is thy pass 
port ” My passport ' (said I to hira, showing 
hini my sword) liere it is ! — ** What ' mail man, 
thou darcst menace the first cTomincr of the nine 
hundred and ninety ninth circle? TIiou dis 
]>utest my authont\ , I shall tcacli thee to re- 
spect It Officers, seize that man, and take him 
to tlio President s palace I was papanng to 
i.tnkc all round on the first mggnmuffins uho 
ahoiUd dare to touch me, n hen the Genius his 
tiered in my car “ Allow yourself to ho token 
owny and fear nothing"— In nliodii.net to this 
consoling voice, I siilmiuicd quietly to ettry 
thing I was seized, Iwund, and led off hy n 
band of ruffian^ through n crowd of narrow 
streets peopled b\ an infinite numlicr of jmu 
pm, the gmitcr part of whom were Imsy at 
their doors, in getting nd of the vrnnin that 
devoured them 

** All these wTctdics thou seest ” whljpm*d 
the Genius to me, ** have made n figuTc ujxm 
the eartli !»y tluir wealth and influmfT In nf- 
fnlrs of state, the more inflnma they rnrmerlv 
|KMH^«cd the mori extreme U tlwir |rr»enl 



I 

IN THE OTHER WORLD. 33 

misery This sort of punishment is more pain- 
ful to them than any other, for .they still pre- 
serve the remembrance of their ancient gran- 
deur. Habituated fi’om infancy to palaces and 
equipages, to enjoy all the soft refinements of 
luxmy, and aU the superfluity known among 
the human race, these individuals would never 
acknowledge any other caste than their own. 
Deaf to the call of misfortune, despising the 
private virtues of men without fortune, swollen 
with pride and folly, they have bved for them- 
selves alone, and their thoughts liave never 
been able to -rise above the narrow limits of 
their physical wants These people know not 
that superior intelligences exist ; they think 
still less of the existence of the Creator. The 
moment death seized them, they fell here, al- 
together astonished at their misery and degra- 
dation ’’ 

“ Can I know to what sort of men power is 
entrusted, and the du’ection of affairs 

“To obscure and unknown beings, who du- 
ring their lives vegetated in some inferior go- 
vernment oflSce , they were all forestaUers, police 
clerks, finance clerks, custom-house officers, gens- 
d’armes, jailors, bankers’ clerks, lawyers’ clerks, 
shenflf’s officers, and men employed in every de^ 

D 
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portment of business Among this mob, those 
who ore treated worst, arc cobmet spies and the 
jKirsons employed in vanous branches of the go- 
vernment by ecclennsticnl pnnccs Yet these 
men were not nllnins , their hearts were only 
frozen , their God was money some pieces of 
white or yellow matter rendered tlicm hoppv , 
they ncN or could conceive a dinnc thought Si 
nnlnr to those insects tlint hover over a marsh, 
they considered their own clement the ue jiJus 
ttltra of creation, and never lind an) opinion of 
their on-n, but bbndly obeved the ruling partr, 
Without canng for whol u as just or uiyust , 
they nc\cr loved any one, and no one c^cr * 
lo\c<l them Tlmt man, for instance, who calls 
himscir first examiner of the nine hundred and 
ninety ninth circle was, diinng forty vcors the 
jailor of Pjgncrol * in the time of Ijouis XIII 
and Anne of Austna He lias ohlnined a place 
here projwrtioncd to the goo<l works he j<t 
formed dunng his lift, wJnU his hnughtv mos- 
Icrs arc nou under hi** order* a* poor and dt 
spiscd as clinrch nuct ” 

Tlic more I hcnnl of tlie punishment* frit bj 
the great, ulio had nothing great but the name 
the nion. I thanked in i») heart tlte chmniry 
• A ffWkTjifd «»»♦ 
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of the Supreme Being towards me. I asked 
the Genius the name of this singular city. 
He told me that it was called Polilicopohs. 
I shuddered at healing the name. Tlius, 
thought I, this accursed policy degrades man 
even beyond the tomb ' In fact, all tliese spi- 
rits have nothing subtile or purified in their es- 
sence ; they are gross, heav)’^, incapable of ri- 
sing an inch above their ant-hole ' Great God, 
how admirable is tliy power ' how foolish my 
conduct was dunng my earthly existence ! 

I moved on absorbed in my own reflections, 
when shiill and noisy voices recalled my atten- 
tion. My alguazils had lost the road to the pa- 
lace of the soi-disaiil President. Some wished 
to cross a canal ; others wished to go round the 
whole circle ; while otliers, again, maintained 
that the canal did not belong to tlie jurisdic- 
tion of the nine hundred and ninety-ninth cir- 
cle, and that therefore it would be a breach of 
respect towards the President of the said circle ; 
but what was to be done ? they resolved to 
move along in a serpentine manner. The houses 
were almost all the same, dirty and smoked. 
The farther we advanced, the more wretches 
we met, who, long accustomed to see all new 
comers dragged to prison, were perfectly indif- 

E 2 
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ferent to such a sight, and scnrcel} paid the 
ahghtest attention to iis. I asked the Genius 
" How' ifl it that these people, who porfonn the 
dutj of officers, hare not yet become acquaint- 
ed with the aty ? — Such is their destiny,'* 
rephed he , here every thing is disorder, mis 
understanding, chicanery, quarrels about the 
facts and the law, and endless discussion Be 
therefore astonished at notlung observe and 
meditate^ I felt the force of his last uords, 
observe and meditate If I had been condemned 
to exist among these people (thougiit I) what a 
homble punishment tins would be ' 

^Vhilst they wore uncertain on wliat side to 
turn several lmrpics,hovcnng over our heads let 
fall tuo indinduala, who in n moment were 
covered uith filth, the ftrlid odour of width 
would have suffocated the inlml itants of o 
whole city upon the earth The Genius for 
tiinatd) canic to my os^litancc 1 fell my nos 
tnls pressed by t»o celestial fingm. and the 
pcrfitnic of ninbrcciio promptly dlq^crsed the 
pcslilcnUal miasmata Instantly all the inlm- 
bitanls of the district hosleiicd to the two 
unfortunate men, by pounng over thrir well 
!>cntcn forms some hundred bucket fiUN of wn 
ter according to thrir iinifotm custom thrr 
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were then powdered -ndth brick-dust (their sole 
cosmetic) and they were about to be conveyed 
to their dwellings, when several officers liaving 
approached, one of them exclaimed, “ Is it 
possible ^ it is oiu’ President With gaping 
looks, they all cried out, tlie President ' the 
President On liearing this name, I was de- 
sirous of seeing the supreme authority that was 
to judge me ; I approached, and saw Ci- 
priani, my old maitre cVlidiel. . . . “ How, 

Sire, is it you — )’’ou, my dear master ' the so- 
vereign of France, Italy, or rather all Europe, 
England excepted ' — You, who were lately 
sent to a savage rock, are now bound hand 
and foot at Politicopolis, and in the hand of 
officers like a robber of Calabria ' Hear tliere — 
unbind in an instant Napoleon the Great ; I, 
your President, am liis security,” 

At this imperious order I was not only re- 
stored to liberty, but a part of the people and 
the inferior officers, out of respect for their first 
magistrate, cried out (scratching their heads all 
the while) “ Vive VEmpereur Napoleon I was 
affected by the favourable recollection of me 
retained in the other world by my former maitre 
■ d'hStel; and taking him kindly by the hand, 
“ Is it possible, my poor Cipriani, that fate has 
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brought me into these regions only to mekc me 
feel the joj of being beloved by those who 
served me during my days of grandeur, hut 
who, perhaps, arc now in suffering through mj 
fault?”— “Be not ostomdied nt it. Sire , your 
power, It is true, was dangerous to powerful 
men Your infcnor ofScers never per- 

ccl\cd in you any thing but greatness of soul, 
oi>cnnes5 of heart, and boundless gencrcHity , 
hence it happened that he uho once knew vou 
well, loved } ou for the remainder of his life, and 
even after It—* but. Sire, have the goodne^** to 
call me by ray name, for you see tint here 
tiling* arc all exposed to the light of truth, 
you ktK»\N that m) name is Francesdn, the na 
tural son of SalIcctU* — but In the meantime 
come to my house , haniig l)ecn nliscnt fur two 
years I ram. loo much the curiodly of the 
public to expo^ myvif by remaining here any 
longer Ofiicers, clear owav the crowd, that we 
may pass along frcclv” Tlic ofnem in^tantlr 
ran and with their sticks and vihrr^ soon 
opened a passage, by si hlch after innumenhle 
windings, hieh none but Francewhl knm , si c 
amrctl at the palace of the president 

• Atx roliRlitrTMd piirW it-^ Cwm xsrj 

Itr fmich •! N«r4<^ la I pjtoi 
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The exterior of this building seemed a piece 
of old Gothic architecture, of the ninth cen- 
tury. On entering I perceived a vast court 
hung \\dth coats of arms of every form and co- ' 
lour, but much worm-eaten, and' bedimmed with 
smoke. Two elephants in bronze figured on 
each side of the grand staii’case. In the mid- 
dle of the court was a dragon also in bronze, all 
covered with gilded scales, and his long tail 
winded into a well without bottom. Round 
the dragon were placed a hundred cats of the 
same metal, all looking as if they were in the 
most placid humour. On our arrival the ele- 
phants raised their trunks and began to dance, 
the dragon wagged his tail, and the cats 
howled and leaped several times. I asked 
what was the meaning of all this. “ It is,” 
said he, ‘‘ the finest eulogium that can be given 
of the superiority of your genius over all those 
who have gone before you. These allegorical 
animals, some of whom represent gravity, some 
the crooked counsels, and others the dissimu- 
lation of diplomatists, remain motiojiless and 
inanimate when this palace is visited by nego- 
tiators, who are ordinary or subordinate. The 
moment a superior spirit appears, they become 
somewhat animate but leap not : but for you, 
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the elephants danced, the cats howled and 
leaped This has not happened since the de- 
scent of JIachmveL” “ But nhat resemblance 
can there be between that profound pohtiann 
and me ? He ^m)te like a profound thinker, 
whilst I always moved on with drums beating 
and matches hghteiL" — “ That is true , but h 
IS just to remark, that if yon had not been sup 
ported b) the splendour of glory, perhaps you 
would have been forced to follow the old rou- 
tme of the superannuated politicians of all des- 
potic countnes , then you would have been 
confounded nith such and such so\‘crcigna, wlio 
think they acquired immortality on the earth, 
because their minds were narrow and thnr 
hearts false. I expect them here , some of 
them ha\c already arrived, you will sec In 
what state they ore ” 

Wc were now at the top of the grand stair 
case, and entered into o spacious halL The 
walls were hung with old cinbltms of heraldry, 
and onCTcnt warhke weapons, which had been 
employed in cverv country of Europe, from 
the tunc of Charlemagne to the reign of IxniU 
Tlicre were also Innumrralde instruments 
of torture U'cd hy the dnpois of all ages 
there wa^ the first inorlnr br means of which 
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the German monk who invented gunpowder 
accomplished his perilous leap ; the first 
leather cannon employed by the ^^enetians 
against the Genoese ; the carabine of Chai’les 
IX. with which he fired upon the Huguenots ; 
the hottes of Louis XI. ; the iron mask worn by 
the brother of Louis XH^. ; the cutlass of Ricliard 
III. ; the sabre of pope Julius 11. ; the dagger of 
RavaiUac; and even the lance of Joab. There 
was then a gi’eat assortment of phials, full of 
poison, which princes, princesses, kings, queens, 
and popes had made use of to rid themselves 
of their competitors. For my own part, I de- 
plored the loss of only two men, Ganganelli and 
Mii’abeau. Beside these pliials, I perceived an 
ivory box with this superscription : — Only crime. 
Curiosity led me to open it ; I found only seven 
musket balls, each of which was marked with 
the letter E. “ What e^iclaimed I, “ is it 
possible that an involuntary error has been in- 
scribed among the archives of Politicopolis ?” — 
“ Involuntary or not,” said Franceschi to me, 
“ the error was committed in your name, and 
that suffices to darken its lustre by the remem- 
brance.” “ You know, my dear Franceschi, 
better than any one, if I was ever sanguinary 
during my life ; I pardoned Moreau ; the as- 
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Bossin of Stutgurd, even the one of \^ennn, had 
he not hecn stiU bent on his purpose, I par- 
doned ray fftther-in-lttw twice , the King of 
Prussia , the Duke of Wdranr , and the Bour- 
Iwns, times without number I would also ha\c 
pardoned that young madman, the Due dEn- 
ghicn, if tliat scoundrel Talleyrand hod deliver- 
ed me his letter tnenty-fbur hours sooner, in- 
stead of causing him to be shot, I would have 
gi\ cn him a troop of horse to command, for I do 
not imagine that he had acquired much military 
cxpenencc in the laughable campaign of the 
Pnnee of Condu" ** That is true again ’ At 
this moment, tlic Genius whispered to me, 

“ Thinkcst thou thy place would hare been 
fixed in Iicn>cn, hridst thou committed this 
enmoas a tyrant ? This refjeetjon calmed my 
anxiety 

“ Now, tell me in wliatway, after jour death 
{for wluch I shed lean), you obtained the post 
of President of one of the ardes of Polilicopo- 
bs " ” I do not know myself I hod scarcely 
expired at St Helena, when 1 found mvwir 
returned to life In the centre of the very sqtian 
where you were setml The same old man 
came up to me and a ko«l me fur my paitport 
the Imbit I had of olwying made me imt my 
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hand into my pocket. What was my astonish- 
ment, when I drew a roll of parchment out of 
it, the old man seized it, and cried out, with 
all his might, ‘ Long live, our President At the 
same moment, all the mob saluted me with their 
endless acclamations I asked where I was, 
and in what my presidentship consisted. Not 
a soul could tell me any thing about it ; the old 
man alone stammered out — ‘ Politico])olis.’ You 
know, Sire, that I never was anything of a po- 
litician m my life ; I have always bought pro- 
visions for youi’ palace , I have often prepared 
dishes of vegetables for you, and legs of mut- 
ton ; it is true, that in the time of your gran- 
deur, I received some little presents from seve 
ral men who were soliciting favours, but this 
had nothing to do with politics. Now, in this 
state, I know not what would have become of 
me, had it not been for Cardinal Maury, wliom 
I had fortunately knoATO in earlier times ; lie 
approached me in the greatest distress, with his 
head stiU full of past grandeur. ‘ Ah, Fran- 
ceschi said he, ‘ why am I not in your 
place ^ I should not be like you, so embarrass- 
ed in exercising ray power over these fools.’ 
‘ You are welcome, your eminence.’ ‘ For 
pity’s sake, let your eminences alone ; there is 
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nothing here but vermin and mbery ’ * Well, 
but since I have the happmcss of meeting a 
spirit so enlightened os yours, deign to shore m 
my labours, and direct me in ray new career’ 
’ Alas II ish I could, but a supenor power 
prevents me from going so lilgh all that I can 
do IS to accompany you to the door of ) our re- 
sidence you may enter it without difBculty, 
but I, unfortunate reprobate, am condemned to 
languish in misery and to be devoured b> am- 
bition during nil eternity ’ ' I had 

compassion on bun, and promised to assist him 
with all ray power He knew the passages 
that lead to the palace— nc reached iL I 
entered freely but he— lie was repulsed (lie 
said) by an innslblo brazen arm, whenever 
he attempted to enter Not being able to do 
otherwi^i, I requested the AbbC to stop at 
the threshold, whilst I should go and \lslt 
the interior I perceived the cleplmnts the 
dragon, and the cats , but knew not tbcir use 
^\^lcn I readied llic grand bnll, afltr looking 
mth astonishment nt the old arms and their 
Inscnplions I found bv dmnee on that rlmny 
table the book jon now sec, I bod learrdy 
opcncil it, whm I filt iiirsdr a new I'rtng my 
memory became free and uneniUarrasset! my 
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mind expanded ; my judgment became sound ; 
I then knew the distance that separated me 
from all tliose miserable spirits, who arc con- 
tinually moving about in filth, uho pass their 
time in vain conjectures, who dry up their 
brains in guessing at a cabinet secret, in dis- 
secting a piece of news, or in forming projects 
I then saw the reason uOiy, that though I 
'filled such an eminent post, I liad neither court 
nor equipage, nor even a slioe-black to serve 
me in the whole mansion ; it is liccause the 
more a man in a high situation is isolated from 
the world, the more the vulgar attribute to 
him supernatural qualities. Alas ' tlie poor 
lord, is often, like Doinitian, gravely occupied 

in his solitude in catching flies. You were 

not so. Sire ; similar to light, you were not 
afraid of being seen by the whole world ’’’ 
“ Go on, my dear Franceschi ; your narrative 
interests me.” “ This book taught me that 
power in this place is only given to the inferior 
agents of the other world, and that the great be- 
come inferiors in their turn ; that Politicopolis is 
built like a labyrinth, and contains a thousand 
great circles. By means of this iron rod, the 
insignia of my authority, I am President of 
the nine hundred and ninety-ninth circle. As is 
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the case with nil other presidents of ardes, nij* 
power IS absolute and unlimited Master of 
the secrets which this old dt;' contains, the 
public see me with respect and awe , mj words 
arc their laws , I decide nD the important ca 
ses, which idleness, or the feebngs of chicancrr, 
exatc among these people I often amuse mj*. 
self in setting two lanym hy the cars, or a 
marquis and a rciurier — a duke and his old 
pimp , but what amuses me most is to hear tlic 
discussions that take place between Perc Mtv 
nocchio confessor of Pius VII 

nnd ■ - ■ the mistress of Cardinal Gon^rl ’ 

** ITow’ arc all these people here?”—*' Assu 
redly , and there are plenty more too * 

But Pius VII is not here'’ “ I knon xerr 
wdl where he is, for I have just left him a mo» 
ment ago.'* " Do you rcmcmlKT ‘Nrc when 
that PontiflT walked round the round tabic at 
Fontainbleau, and cried Irogedia’ Tragc 
d/fl? A moment before, he had 1>cen soring 
Commcffia ' Cvmmcdia ^ * 1 remember it, nnd 
repent it But tell me — bow did you gtl out 

of the labyrinth, nnd hou <bd thc*e ugly liar 
pics vmd xou liack"^ — * I ^linll Inforru xou 
there M n great tlenl of mnui in lull Ifimr 
were iKTf«*ct!r quiet, rrrn with uliat tomuuti 
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one feels, it would be desired by very many 
people, hell though it be. This book inform- 
ed me that the neighboui’hood of Politiro- 
polis resembled agreeable country seats, where 
spirits walked freely about, sported on the wa- 
ter, swung tliemselves on the trees, and passed 
their time in purel}’^ and simply contemjdating 
the productions of a nature more handsome 
than ugly. These country places are inhalDited 
by pure matenahsls — (that is, tliose of them who 
were honest men on the earth) men wlio never 
understood, nor would comprehend creation 
otherwise than as the effect of chance, or as an 
attractive force inherent m matter. Tliey were 
confined for ever to these regions, after a supe- 
rior Genius had shown them fi’om a distance 
the magnificence of heaven. TJiis recollection 
is the only punishment they feel ; so that they 
very often look as if they were tired of their 
position. I have always been fond of novelty 
and travelling I resolved to go and visit the 
Atheists, and I meditated on the plan of Politi- 
copolis for a month. I counted all the thousand 
circles ; I thought of the means of marching 
upright in some, and of creeping in others ; to 
put on a pleasant countenance to this man, and 
to knit my eyebrows to another ; for each cu’cle 
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contains a different land of population, full of 
the most singular habits and prejudices. The 
most difficult to pass through ore the 6rst and 
second the one is peopled bj fanatical Spa- 
niards, Portuguese and Neapohtans , the other 
b/ brutal and intolciuDt Turks and Moors, 
The unfortunate spirit who passes into these 
states from cunositj, runs the nsk of being 
burned bp the Spaniards and their worthy nl- 
bes , it is true that he afferwards resumes lus 
former shape, but he docs not suffer a bit the 
less {for the moment) all the pains of burning 
These animals, not seeing their old inquisitors 
among them, think they arc all In lica\cn, 
hcncc their passion Tot autos^daj^'^ ** Fran- 
ccschi, if crer j ou meet uith these rascals again 
tell them from me, that I nxv , %Mth m) onn 
eyes nil their inquisitor#. In the form orhomldc 
monsters rolling in the fiery rone that furroitndi 
hell*’ — ** m lake rare to do no sucli thing—' 
they would bum me and re-bum nit thirtr 
times 

" Among their neighbour# the Turk^ It 
stiU worse, 'Mahomcl promiwd them Hount 
and as ther found In fhcjr circle none l>ut wo- 
men Imlfbumt up filthy and ragged (hcrU-hevr 
the near neighl>ourhood of the Oin*>tian» tlie 
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cause of the scarcity ; witliout thinking tliat 
the latter are not better off tlian themselves : 
hence, ill-luck to the Christian who passes 
through their circle ; he is impaled and impaled 
for fifty times running. To succeed better in 
my enterprize, I consulted my private secretary, 
the Abbe Mauiy, who, more learned than I 
in cunning tricks and boii-mots, offered me his 
assistance, on condition that if he shared in my 
labours, he should also share in the reward — 
namely, liberty. 

“ We set out on our jouniey : nothing par- 
ticular happened to us in the nine hundred and 
ninety-eight circles we passed through, thanks 
to the innumerable subterfuges, lies, and cun- 
ning tricks which we made use of. But we had 
scarcely entered among the Spaniards when 
stratagem was of no avail : tliey seized us 
without form or trial, and condemned us to 
three autos-da-fc in one day. They gave as a 
reasob, that we had a satirical look, which in- 
dicated barefaced infidelity. ... It was 
in vain that I called out that I was one of the 
first magistrates of Politicopolis ; they consi- 
dered tliis as blasphemous, as they knew no- 
thing beyond their own circle. The Abb6 had 
recourse to his favourite bon-mot • ‘ Will you 

E 
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see dearer when we ore m flnme* ’ * (ml he 
was not understood, and nobodj laughed 
Fortunately for us, u good idea struck him , nt 
the moment that a frantic mnltundc was ex- 
pecting on the grand square, the sn cot sight of 
seeing us bum and ronre three several times 
the Abbd declared that he was o Cardinal, and 
mshed to address them At these words, a 
countless multitude of beggars dressed in black, 
with large slouched hats, made their way 
through the crowd, and surrounded the scaffold 
A little woman, of a \ cry dark complexion and 
\crr proud seemed to be in an ngonr of cxpcc 
tation , the AbbT assumed the manner of an 
orator, and began by fire or six Latin texts 
which nobody understood he then proxctl lu 
A pln< B the infallilulitv of the j’oiX’ , tlir vt 
vices ninch the Cardinals had rcndcrci! to the 
churcli (with tlie exception of Cardinal M nl<c> 
whom tlic Abli^ pretended to hn\c seen in tin 

• \U ite World ItKjw* iLat ibr \bb^ wai In 

dflrtnl ffT hu Ijftf to t /of-rtrf wKlcb hr |o 

fJr £n Irarinp thr t^irtnlljr hr If irJ ll r m*! rrjiPe 

\lhc M»ary u h Unlrrnf ! h Ubntrrof ”tVKti 

mj frimdi " aaU U wTrtll )«i rlr«rrT »rrT 1 
tbf Ump-jr-t r TLf twb bnf*t Int» » rtur of U i/b 
ifT »nj tKf inia of mml ptTr>l— I ntrr* 
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claws of Lucifer) ; he eulogized the intelli- 
gence and evangelical juety of the Spanish 
monks and clergy ; he spoke of the Catholic 
zeal of the sovereigns of Spain, from Ferdinand 
and Isabella down to Ferdinand VII. WJien 
he mentioned the name of Isabella, his eyes fell 
by chance upon the little dai'k woman, tliough 
mingled among the mob ; he saw her raise her 
shoulders, and look tliree inches taller ; like an 
old fox, he judged she must be the ancient 
queen of Castile, and he was not mistaken ; he 
still kept adroitly to his subject, and after 
having said that the faithful Ferdinand VII., 
a mart}T to the sacied cause of tlie absolute 
throne and of the holy Inquisition, n ould soon 
obtain among them the reward due to his vir- 
tues, he returned to the happy pair, who in the 
fifteenth century performed before Granada so 
many prodigies in the name of an avenging 
God; he spoke of their martial deeds, which 
were all eclipsed by the most magnanimous 
action winch the annals of history had ever 
celebrated — that of haAang changed the magni- 
ficent mosques of the last capital of the Moors, 
into cathedrals and convents, the whole to the 
greater glory of God and of his ministers. He 
ended by addressing the wretches who were 
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listening to him , he called them heroes , he 
persuaded them that they were the farounte 
children of Heaven, since no where, throughout 
the ivhole hemisphere, could be found such on 
assemblage of the fmtbful, so ]noi;s, so religious, 
and so excellent m their habits, os the anaent 
people of Ibena , he gave in energetic terms, a 
grand vieu of all the infidels massacred by 
their Catholic fcal, in Mexico Peru, Spain, 
Lisbon, Piedmont, Flonders, and other coun- 
Inei. Then, seized all of a sudden iidth a pro 
phetic spmt * Bra\c Castilians,' said Iw Ml 
IS painful for me to reproarh jou nith any 
thing after the feeble efibrt I have just made 
to pay you the homage of my sactvd tloqucncc , 
this n-pronch is a solitary one, hut «till it cxkIs 
A nswer me thn , what rank docs the Mrtuoui 
Isabella enjo) among >oii? Wlicrc that ml 
miroblL i]Ucen to whom >ou one all the cjuah 
lies rou po>»c^ ? Docs she reign In n inoir 
tlcvatcd sphere? or docs she licrr receive the 
endless homage of her n'gcncralwl posterity? 
No one dares to pvr me nwv wT her ' * ' 
Ik it V) to ^how >oii that ft cnnhnal inndr 
of thi. >aine fctufT tliat of which iIk poin-i nrr 
maiU I a strunpT among you Umi thnvj i-m 
tunrt and a half after ihedratli of that great 
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queen, guided at this inonient by a supernatural 
power, I see her dazzling with the aureola of 
the saints, in the midst of her subjects, in rags ; 
and to convince you in a moment — there she 
is ’’ On saying these words, he leaped over 
the cowled gentry, earned off the queen fi’om 
the midst of the mob, and ascending the scaffold 
again with the agility of a squirrel, he shoived 
her in triumph to the astonished and gaping 
multitude A moment after, the cry of ‘ A 
miracle ' a mii’acle was heard on aU sides. 
This noise, joined to the clapping of hands, 
the cries of joy, the beating of drums, the ring- 
ing of bells, and tlie sound of 7b Deum, which 
all the churchmen chanted forth spontane- 
ously, must have produced, as indeed it did pro- 
duce, a most hellish noise. I remained by the 
side of the eloquent orator, in tlie position of a 
filar prompting his supeiior the Capuchin, when 
he preaches in Lent. I was proud of his suc- 
cess. Meanwhile, fom* huge fellows (formerly 
matadores ) formed a chair of their united arms, 
raised up Queen Isabella, and moved forwai’d 
in triumph ; four other fellows did the same to 
the Cardinal. I followed him on foot, holding 
him by the skirt of his simarre. The president 
wished to see us, and we were presented to 
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lilm , he had been on algunzU of the IJoIv Bro 
thcrliood, m the reign of PhiUp II , and had 
saved from the flames more than twenty five 
Jews or heretics, out of pure kindness of heart 
This good action had obtained him the place he 
occupied in the other world , his name was Don 
Blosco-Xavcrio-Sanclio y-i\Iigucl dc Pozohon 
don When he saw iis, he told us that his 
greatest regret was, chat among the defunct 
there was no eating or dnnking, had it not 
been for this he would have invited us to jtfir- 
takc of his 2*uchero , * bow ever,* laid lie, * you 
ma) remain here as long ns you please , no one 
mil an} longer dare to iwupect roti of unliclicr’ 
The Cnnllnnl thonkei! bun in his inrKt gradon^ 
manner, he prated his clcmenn and intelli- 
gence, Irtit n« for remaining in hN drch hr 
dcclarctl it was iinpo^Mhlc ns bo was on n l•cc^ct 
mlsdon from nbo>i, to the inhabitants of the 
fir<t arcle Ins iiclphlKmr< * In that rns< 
said Dm lllasco, ‘ m// cim Jhot (^G/khI 

bye) ^^c took IraM of him niid rontinuetl 
onr Jourucr 

hucrmlit! Imt mrt 'Mtlnrtit dnilnihi ni 
I'cretlr intrrkhirinp ourv-hi^ among tin* Turk? 
ol the \'»"ry numirnl nlirn Ah Paoht hflci arri 
ml wall the imrk^ nf dccnpilntlo i Ju 
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red cloak among the Spaniards, and fitted it up 
with so much skill, that he might have been 
taken for a Mussubnan. As for myself, I re- 
solved to pass as an European, condemned by 
his destiny to serve him as a slave ; our diffe- 
rent characters were strictly maintained ; he 
was proud, I 'U’^as Immble ; he seeined pleased, 
I had a dejected air. By these means, we be- 
came the object of general curio'^ity ; I was the 
only European that was to be seen among 
them. The Abbe, according to his usual cus- 
tom, pleached m the streets, and clearly demon- 
strated that he was the favounte and the envoy 
of the prophet ; ‘ Because,’ said lie, ‘ no Ma- 
hometan had obtained, after his death, the ho- 
nour of having an infidel for his slave. This 
man,’ continued he, ‘ is for ever inseparably 
connected with my fate ; no other power can 
snatch him away ; such is the will of the Great 
Allah.’ He gave them, m his own peculiar 
way, a veiy cu*cumstantial description of the 
paradise inhabited by the prophet, and promised 
them, in his name, that m a thousand, nine 
hundi’ed, and sixty years, eleven months, and 
seven days, they would all be liberated from 
their narrow prison, for the piu’pose of enjoying 
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m the vsjt pkins of Hearen, the liappiness oji- 
nounced m the Koran to nil tho<c who should 
have expiated their sins He exhorted them 
to 82>end that short penod of time in hannonjr 
and hope, menoang with the \ciigcancc of 
Heaven whomsoever should dare to show im- 
patience nt the W'lll of Allah ’ 

“ This address produced all the effect w c cx 
pcctcd The AhW was reckoned a second pro 
))hctj and I os n wretch, who hod no other will 
than that of destiny 

** One thing onl> surprised us among the 
Turks, namely, that nuthonty is still retained 
by those who were powerful on the earth, Iks 
cause tlic) were the onlv j>cr<ODi who iKi^K^sed 
any spark of knowledge or nrtuL the lower 
classes m Turkcv art degraded hy igiioranci, 
baseness, and cnrae , hence AH Paclia Imd 
scarce!} am\'cd before he wo^ niiiKiintid Hds- 
EfTendi Wc took advantage of the rcjoiangs 
made on this occnilon, to find out n path of ct 
cope, and reacli tlic abode of thi Athi*iitn where 
wc were determined to settle It took u* n 
hundred and sc% enly-tnolinun in p) naind the 
grand R oU , tlii« wall h about half a mile l»n*od, 
and presents no is'uc, to cbtnb ntrr it would 
Inti Uth inipraiiKTtbli, «> it wn» itmrn! »nrr 
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at top with sharp iron spikes ; the gravity of 
our own substance did not allow us to fly ; the 
Abb6 could think of no other expedient than to 
dig till we found some subterraneous passage 
that led out into the open country. I had read 
in the book before you that such passages ex- 
isted ; but they were not known to the Turks, 
for they have no idea of any thing that exists 
out of their own district. We provided our- 
selves with a chisel, a pick-axe, and a sho- 
vel, and in less than eight hours’ hard work 
made a hole that sheltered us from the eyes 
of the curious, and we went on gaily with our 
important labours during twenty-four hours. 
Yet we despaired of digging half a mile through 
in a straight line, without mistakmg the right 
direction, when the Abb6, in giving a stroke of 
his pick-axe, threw down a stone into a hol- 
low. ‘ We are now safe,’ exclaimed he ; ‘ this 
must be a winding path that leads to the object 
of our researches we entered into it and 
groped along it on our beUies, 'for it was too 
low to go otherwise. We spent more than thu'- 
ty hours before we perceived the light,- but this 
long looked-for moment arrived at last ; only 
the exteiTial opening was so small that the Abb4 
was forced to push me with all his strength to 
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enable inctogLt tlirough At IcngUiwc brcalli 
ed a purer ether in a more tmnqiul region 
“At the first gknee ^c thought had en- 
tered the Eljsium of the Pagans, onl;* the latter 
must be more agreeable The fields of the 
Atheists resemble the parks Uiat surround Lon 
don in the fino da^s m spring, during n alight 
fog, through ulnclj the sun appears like a ball 
of fire A pleasing but monotonoiuc >crdiirc, 
mcadous, streams, lakes, and forests, a great 
number of small birds and crous, fields flou 
ers, and aromatic herbs — these ^\c^c >rhnt ire 
found , there is no change of season, no Iwr 
^est, and let a rcjj mrfegated \TgclDiion Wc 
afterwards learned that nil the three kingdom^ 
the animal, the mineral, ond lhc\cgclal«U an 
nbundnnti} siijiphed with mntennb for thi 
nniusemcnt of diciiiist^ naturalists l)otnnii(«, 
natural philo«)p!icrs nnil otliir* TIusl niml 
:tccnci nn. and nlMa_)s nilJ nmnin thi <nmr 
tlirough all ctcmit\ It niu^t, hnwivir, Ik ntl 
inittctl that we w^tl dilightiNl with (Hir djH'i>- 
vcTV, our hearts o|*ciie<I tojoi nml ho|ir wheii 
we ftU ourvdroK lil>crnt«l from thr filths wind 
ing Pditicoitoln ^^e imiluallr *wf>n !•» prr 
fCTTC a strict M'noumc's ordimrnnonr lint nr 
nitghl not incur tla pimidiinenl Btlnilud to n 
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neglect of it. We then moved forward towards 
a lake, surrounded and covered with a great 
multitude of spirits of all ages and sexes. 
Though they seemed very meny, each of them 
raised his eyes to Heaven from time to time, 
and gave utterance to a sigh. I had read in 
my book the cause of these sighs, and menti- 
oned it to the Ahb^, Avho said to me ; ‘ These 
people were all infatuated with their audacious 
opinions, without having ever troubled them- 
selves to examine them. The true philosopher, 
that IS, he who really searches after truth, can- 
not be an Atheist without betraying his own 
conscience, since the creation necessarily sup- 
poses the Creator. Alas ' I was never an Athe- 
ist, and yet I am in hell ; Ah ' accursed hat, 
how dear thou hast cost me ’’ . . While 

talking thus, we saw a man with a round, full 
face, who wore a scuU-cap of crimson velvet, 
and paid the most assiduous attention to a very 
pretty woman, who seemed to listen to him fa- 
vourably, though she sighed at intervals ' I 
have seen this face somewhere,’ said the Abb6 ; 

‘ wait a moment — no ' — ^yes ' — I am not mista- 
ken ; it perfectly resembles the portrait of Pope . 
Leo X. which I have seen more than a hun- 
dred times at Rome in the church of St. Paul 
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extra Muros , ho>\ glad I shall be to talk to 
lum He immediately advanced with an alTa 
ble tur, and addressed him tliiu * Holy Fa 
thcr, permit a poor Cordinnl, who died tuo cen- 
tunes after }ou, to contemplate witli admira 
tion the most enlightened Pope of hla age — 

* Con n man who was on Atheist be called cn 
lightened ? * I Ea> enlightened, m relation to 

A our contcmjKjmncs, and the country you in- 
habited, ' But w ho lire ) ou ? — ‘My name is 
Maury , I was bom m France , I was on Ablit, 
A conventionalist, an emigrant at Rome, hf<ho|i 
of Montcfiasconc, and then o conbnnl If 1 
had been aide, J would hare been Po;h, for iny 
ambition was tmbouiidcd ' Mliat was tin. 
name of the Pope of your days ? — ' Ihu$ \ I 
lie was neither a pnest nor n |>o1itiaan a re 
former, nor a man of letters* ‘ AMiat wai 
he then ? — * lie loTcd gootl chetr, Indolcnct 
ostentntinn,* and his nephens, for lie cn 

• The foUmring nlltjf liors «««» ilUrhfd t" 
vid di»pUjr iIh* eluriftff of tKI» I'ojw to • w«>ot 

tU coat of onat r rpn-^oclfd twn rogfri * Imwi 
tKfro *ian mnd • roond f»rc blooinjf oo lltrrr if# 
tn — 

Itnprrlo mJrifti d* lili* OjIIm 

wddp l*alo r» un* ” 

f Pilot 
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riched them all at the expense of the state.’ 

‘ My relations had no need of this assistance ; 
they were powerful before my pontificate ; du- 
ring my reign polite literatm’e flourished ; I en- 
couraged it myself, and crowmed at the capitol 
the poet Quernus, who often dined with me, 
and made Latin verses for me which I reckoned 
admirable. I had two men of superior talents 
as my secretaries, a precaution all sovereigns 
have not the wit to adopt, Bembo and Sadolet; 
they both became cardinals, though devoid of 
ambition. Their names will he for ever famous 
in the annals of hterature. I have often the 
pleasure of conversing with them here ; as also 
with a certain modern cardinal, called Corsini, 
an excellent man.’ 

Maury. I knew him welt ; he was a great 
eater, and an epicurean par excellence. What 
was most singular, this cardinal never ate meat, 
yet his table of meagi’e dishes was reckoned the 
most delicious of any in the Ecclesiastical States. 
He died suddenly on rising from table, from 
want of proper digestive organs. 

The Pope. That was dying like a fool. 

. . . As for my sphitual administration, 

now that I see still clearer into those things, I 
can truly assert that I was the only Pope who 
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e^ep rendered important services to mankind* 
Had it not been for the establishment of tlic 
sale of indulgences for the benefactors of the 
Vatican, which was then budding, the Domini- 
can and Augustin monks would not ha\ o claimed 
the post of treasurers. Thcr would not hair 
qunrrcUod together If the Dominicans hod oh 
tamed the advantage, Luther would not have 
come forth, like a hnUiant meteor, from the ho 
soiii of the Augustin monks and the half of 
cinliwxl Europe would not have ctijoj*c<l the 
benefits of the Reformation I pcrceivetl all 
tlus while I was Pope, but It was nccevar; 
for me to follow mj* trade, ycl more than once 
I cn\icd the fortune of Luther 7^ii< nish 
(along with some youthful cvre«<es) orcadouctl 
my premature death 

jMaurt/ How many mi^fortuntw the human 
race uould liavc avoided had the Popes spoken 
thus dunng their hre^* (Tlim Qddrr<<ing the 
Pope *Do you see a gn?al mnnr soMTitgu 
Pontiffs hero^ — ‘A great iiuml»er Mich as 
Alexander III and Alexander M , «e hate 

• L«i V irfov^l to uVe ifcp ‘'wraoirrit^ *1 fcU itrtiti 

the fi4J«Hn^ rjvltjpli n* maJp mi Hm — 

Sarr* »til» •! f rrtjtiiniU I 

Cut tiMi pnloit ♦amrtp • rm-* Jmi ' 
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several Popes of the same name, as Sergius, 
Urban, Leo, Gregory, Pius, Sixtus, John, Be- 
nedict, Julius, Paul, Nicholas, and others ; lint 
several of the most criminal, such as Stejilicn 
VI. Nicholas V Clement VII. Alexander VI. 
and Julius II. do not inhabit the southern dis- 
trict where we live.’ 

Maury. And where are they ^ ^ They arc 
sent away to the northern regions, among 
the snow, the torrents, and the wildest pro- 
ductions of savage nature. ' These regions may 
be called the Siberia of the country of the 
Atheists. The sun even is not seen for a)i 
hour during the v.'hole year.’ 

I wished to take a share in the conversation, 
and to tell Leo X. all that had taken place be- 
tween you and Pius VII. ; but Helvetius came 
up, and other subjects vrere talked of. The 
lady received him, with transports of joy ; she 
showed him the most particular attention, 
w'Mch put the Pope into ill humour. ‘ If tins 
man,’ said she, ‘ hjad lived in my time, he 
would have fixed my heart for ever : hut, even 
as it is, I confess v, ith pride, that a sympathy 
of mind and y;.'sterji has al'.vays existed betv/een 
us : for I expressed a- a.w'oman, v/hat he, half a 
centur' a^ter ra: ds explained as a piofound 
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philosopher * Might I nsk.’ snid the Cardinal, 
TThat subject you arc talking of? * You see be- 
fore you,* said Helretlns, * tlic cdebhited J^^inon 
dc lEnclos though she died at the age of 
eighty-eight, she is still beautiful , and the holy 
father you see there, (pointing to Loo), prefer* 
her to all the beauties who inhabit these inst 
regions ’ 

Cardinal Do you enjoy then the happiness 
of loTing and being beloved 
Hch -A^surcdJj , but ne are also exposed 
to all its inconveniences, such ns lU will, Jen 
lousy, fruitless desires, ond disgust 

Card How happy you arc ^ what n conlrast 
to the filthy, melancholy l^ohticopolN ‘ 

The Pope t’nmt countiy didjou«i\ ’ me 
thinks I have heard something of it 

Caid It is a Gothic, dork countrr, divided 
into a thousand great circles, the individual 
you sec iKside me is llic president of the nine 
hundred and ninctj ninth 

The Pope Did be then ncnipy n very imjtfrr 
taut post during his life* 

Card Not at all hU grcnU‘^1 nicnt nmdits 
in having I»cen slcnnnl tn o gn-at man wlwi 

itHo from licing a simple hnuenant to h m 

peror of the trench 
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At these words, Ninon and the Pope came 
nearer us, and showe'd the greatest desire of 
learning from me all the particulars of that 
grand historical fact. Helvetius and Ninon 
were in ecstasy when they learned the manner 
in which the Republicans had plundered the 
priests and the nobles. Leo said over and over 
again, ‘ They well deserved it ’’ Maury rub- 
bed his hands ; they were astonished and de- 
lighted in listening to the narrative of your 
great exploits, and the internal organization of 
the erapii’e. They all three laughed immode- 
rately at your differences with Pius VII , and 
Ninon concluded by asking me with great 
warmth : ‘ But where is this great man at 
present ‘ Alas replied I, ‘ his end has 
not been so fortunate as his commencement ' 
Raised by the fate of arms, encouraged by an 
uninterrupted series of victories, wholly unex- 
ampled in the history of the world ; adored by 
his powerful armies, considered by public opi- 
nion as a superior being, ambition took posses- 
sion of liis heart ; he aimed at the humiliation 
of his proudest enemy, England : to accomplish 
his purpose, he declared it in a state of block- 
ade, and to make the blockade effectual, extend- 
ed his conquests from the extremities of Porlu- 

F 
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gal to the centre of Russia » but England, with 
her gold and her intrigues, succeeded in cor- 
rupting the fidelity of the allies of the great 
mam The most worthy of blame among the 
latter, was his own fathcr-Jn law, who, though 
himself an Emperor by right of inheritance, 
disdained not to mingle his blood with that of a 
low-bom Emperor, wlien his interest required 
It , lmtuho,ne\erthcles5,dld not hesitate to lie- 
tray him, the moment fortune licgan to with 
draw her favours from liim As a treat to the 
French arm) quartered in the heart of their lO 
empire, the Russians made a bonfire of ihclr ^ 
second capital From that c\cnl inn) dated J 
the downfal of the great man and the decline Ci 
of the French The greater jmit of thi latter 
had becomi. nch iwacrful, proud of Ihcir rt 
nown, and rcabred the horse In tlic faille Im 
pgnaliis, dilaldlus, ncakitrahit Loadcil uiih 
NNcalth and titles, and cohered with decorations 
they forgot the mon to whom ihcv wm indcht 
cd for all tlulr good fortuni Poor, tliey were 
heroes, rich, the) became ^)l»antr^ Van* 
was invaded hy four difieri'nt jiowcr>, a*(onMh 
itl nt seeing each other at sueh a fcstlvsL Tlir 
I'onijUfTor wos corujucrrd gave iij* his rrnwn 
and nrrri»tetl, ns hb prison a «innll idsnd in the 
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Mediterranean, the sovereignty of which was 
given to him. All Europe had their eyes fixed 
upon him ; the satellites of royalty,"^ assembled 
at the Congress of V lenna, trembled, and medi- 
tated his destruction, wliilst the nations that 
had again fallen under the degrading yoke of the 
old dynasties considered him as their expected 
liberator. Above all, France and Italy, lately 
so poweidul, now so liumbled, called loudly for 
his appearance. Touched with the wrongs of 
these nations, the great man one day left his 
retreat, went on board a hospitable vessel, and 
- landed on the coast of France. Escorted by a 
small band of heroes, he traverses his old em- 
pire, amidst the national enthusiasm, and enters 
his capital in triumph. He disdains to pursue 
his feeble rivals, and forbids (with too much 
generosity perhaps) any opposition to be made 
to their flight ' . . . Again become Em- 

peror by the overwhelming force of public opi- 
nion, instead of attaching to himself the sound 
part of the nation, he imprudently gave his con- 
fidence to those very individuals whom wealth 
(the fi’uit of his benefits) had enervated. He 
did worse than this ; he himself forgot that the 
talisman of liberty had raised him to the sum- 

Observe tbat this is the language of Cipriani. 

E 2 
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imt of grandeur, and that this taluman could 
alone place him upon it a lecond tune , yot, 
after aH, his attitude became so formidable (in 
less than three months) that the coinbinod 
despots trembled on their tottenng thrones 
They gave vent to their rage in inccndiar) pro- 
clamations , they engaged lanatical monks (o 
prcacli against him , and by an unparalleled 
piece of imposition, thc^ invoked tbc imcrcil 
name of that selfsame Liberty, which, ns the 
j^^gis of tbclr ndvcrsaiy, should have been Uic 
instrument of tbcir own destruction IIosUli 
tics soon commenced Never w^os a battle 
fought on whoscissuc depended such important 
consequences to the human race * On 

one side were degradation andslnvciy , on (he 
other glory and the rcgcnenilion of the nations 
Tlie commencement Indicated wonder^ Tltc 
columns of the Engltdi and Prussians were 
foiling under the attacks of our Irpons 77fr 
old hussar of tbc houM? of Brunswick tms un 
horsed in a charge, and saw tbc >rcncb cavalry 
gallop past Iiim in pumiit of hn own xiUIrr# 
The Engbsl) commander, dcfiratcil on ah $tiln 
wo< already preparing to make a jrrm|nlslc* 
retreat when some traitor*, carrying iMr td 
lanr *o far ai to fpbl ogaintl the Interrtt* of 
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Iheii’ oWn native soil, collected every informa- 
tion they could possibly obtain concerning the 
state of our array, deserted to the enemy, and 
I’e-aniinated, by their criminal counsels, their 
worn-out courage. Among these the name of 

B will ever remain an object of public 

scorn and execration. Yet, in spite of these 
cowardly traitors, the victory would have been 
snatched from the tools of despotism, if the 
right wing of the French army had been com- 
manded by a bold and intelligent man. Fate 
wiUed that the command should be entrusted 

to an old fool called G , who obstinately 

persevered in not setting his troops in motion, in 
spite of the earnest and reiterated entreaties of 
his staff, and allowed a corps of thirty thousand 
Piussians to pass without opposition between 
him and the army of the great man. The French 
were too confiding, and allowed them to ap- 
proach, for they thought they were a part of 
their own army ; at this moment other traitors 
raised the dispiriting cry of “ Sauve qui pent 
and the army, so lately victorious, fell back in 
disorder upon the capital. Ah ' Englishmen 
who love liberty, will one day regret with tears 
of blood the good fortune of having gained 
the battle of Waterloo * . . . It has been 
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as fatal in its coasequcnces to the liberties of 
Europe, as the bottle of Phihppi was to the 
liberty of Rome Like it, the battle of Waterloo 
has thrown Europe into tlic hands of the com- 
bined tnumnrs for the oppression of tlie hu- 
man race, the extmction of knowledge, and the 
restoration of superstition * Betrayed and 
abandoned by his own adherents, Napoleon 
knew too late the number of his faults, be 
lomcnted them bitterly, and nrwUed to ter- 
minate his political career Afored by a mag- 
nanimous sentiment, and judging of others 
1^ his own heart. Instead of keeping np the 
dmounng fire of mil war, lie gave himself up, 
like Themtsloclctf to his proudest rntrnies, Ijo 
cause he thought tficiu Mr tfiosl f^nicrput IlN 
cxi>ectalion5 were dwappointed , jf the Fnglisli 
arc generous indiNidually, their goicmmrnt 
(then directed by a minister In the paj of the 
coalition of de^pot^) was a stranger to these 
noble sentiments It was thouglii projtcr to 
recarc Napoleon ns a real pn«oncr of war, and 
as sucli they impnsonwl him at Pt Helena, ibc 
iitosland spot on the icrrcslrial gb^lx' b ntru^tn! 
during tbe first year to the •ujicnntrmlrner ff 

• Cljtfiinl t» lure rrm«Dl.rTnt hnrlfx *li iKh •i 
Ilfleni — t pnon 
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a inan attached, it is true, to the duties of his 
office, but full of honour and generosity, the 
fallen hero patiently supported his reverses ; 
but his European executioners were not sa- 
tisfied with ha\’ing their victim in their power ; 
they wislied to taste the barbarous pleasure of 
seeing him expire by slow degrees : in accord- 
ance with this wish, the man of lionoiir was 
recalled and superseded by a pitiless jailor, 
a man of narrow mind, mean sentiments, and a 
treacherous heart ; who, like the vulture of 
Prometheus, destroyed by slow and cowardly 
means an existence respected Ijy more than 
a hundred battles, and dear to so many nations ' 
It was the dying lion exposed to the kick of the 
ass. I was an eye-witness of the humiliation, 
privations, and innumerable insults, by which 
his life was daily embittered. He liad one single 
fiiend remdining, who was the more dear to 
him that he belonged to that very nation 
whose government treated him in sucli a shame- 
less manner ; his name was O'Meara ; in his 
capacity of medical attendant to the great 
man, he could see and converse with him daily. 
Enlightened mind ' benevolent heart ' thy de- 
voted kindness towards the illustrious prisoner, 
in calhng down upon tiiee the blessings of 
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postentj, will Qssurcdlj assign thee a place in 
the heavens worthy of thy virtues • Alas ' I 
also was devoted to his fate, but I was not 
virtuous hTce thee ’ Here tears fell 

from my eyes, and Ninon shared in my sorrow 
Leo, Helretius, and Maury, were absorbed in a 
profound revone, I continued my narrative 
things were In this state, when I descended to 
the mansions of the dead, if at least I was 
certain that he still retained his faithful friend ’ 
But I am afraid that the hadtartans have talccn 
this last consolation away from him , In that case 
it is to be presumed that ho did not long sumre 
rae^ 

2^ap ^ou an, |>crfeclly right mv poor 
Cipnani ’ The thing took place precisely as you 
have stated One day, OMcom came to me 
in the nio^t profound afllictlon ” U c ore going 
to lie separated,** said he to me I made a 
a strong effort over the feelings of iny heart to 
conceal inj emotion as much ns iim^ildi ] 
gtiNc him a letter for Marie Loui*e, thankctl 
him for Ins cares well ns 1 could nml l»adr 
him on eternal adieu 

At lliH moment the (*euiu^ whui'cml tbi-w 
^onU to nu ” ^ClI no fi*or nf lit* furtiinr^ , 

O Mcara ii at thi* innmrnl in the l»ovmi nf hi* 
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country, and enjoys the affection of his fellow 
citizens, and the esteem of all civilized Eii- 
i-ope.” — “ May the Great Being be praised for 

his bounties exclaimed I “ And 

what other adventures happened to you in the 
abode of the Atheists ?” 

Franceschi. La Combal^t came up and put 
an end to my narrative. Scarcely had the Car- 
dinal perceived her, before he became violently 
in love with her : he addressed the most gal- 
lant compliments to her, spoke with enthusiasm 
of her beauty, which made Ninon "smile mali- 
ciously, and say to the Cardinal ; “ It is very 
evident that Madame is a very nice bit, since 
she is coveted by the high clergy, even in the . 
world of spirits. 

Card. What, Madam, can she be . 

Helvetius. The fascinating Combal^t : mar- 
ried for form’s sake, she nevertheless enjoyed 
the joys of a mother, thanks to the pare of her 
uncle Richelieu."^ 

Maury. Then I am not sui’pnzed if she has 
produced the effect of the magnet on the ac- 
cursed simaiC 

* The Cardinal went often on horseback in disguise, to 
see her at Ruel. She was made Duchesse d’AiguiUon. — 
EpiTon 
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I saw the AbW Maury susceptible to 
the charms of love, I thought that 1 also might 
enjoy this agreeable amusement At this mo- 
ment, I perceived a croivd of pretty sromcn 
dancmg under an arbour entwined with honey 
suckle, and approaching them \cry politely, 
addressed the lady who seemed to me to be the 
handsomest, and asked her who she was ‘ I 
was, said she, * for a long course of years the 
dehght of the Parisians, 1 mode tlicm laugli 
and cry, and made them oil m love with me 
my name u*a3 Clairon ,* I olwnjs led n merry 
life, 1 did good when I could, and when 1 
made men unhappy, it was ogmnst iny will 
One man nraongit the rest (a furious scntimcn- 

A cclfbrttrd tro^de of Uw crulary and a 

cootemporory of Lc haJn. IiaJ Uw* »ddn-ii to mato 
hcmlf kc Vept Iiy tbf Afarp^Ti* of An»pifli for tho tparo 
of *oTtolpctJ yean aAer ha^Jni; nwJr I im quarrel will 
all family The CKiml«rr of Fioacce^ hsil ntJer, |« 
pay her expeov^ At lenpth the ^I■rpr^^^ wal Lrr 
aieay After her retnm to rari* *he lad alw^j, iLrre 
loren one with wh«n »he Ilretl jajhlKtjf inotf^wL-en 
»V reeelreil la *eem and a third whom ihe dennrr! 
and wV* paid Cot alL dwJ at olnrty year* •( •■*e 

The Itmr here alladed to wa« lie ef a la 

PmianT lie wb» ihldy yeor»ff «bn l< frh L » 

♦ectmeolAl lie a^lrr^ few* o f<totile 

tnd 0 «uM hjre Daturalh t-* l< - I- ptn ■ 
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talist) took Jt into Ins head to feel a violent pas- 
sion for me I did every thing in my power to 
convince him of his folly ; besides, I had a lover 
whom I adored, the Comte de Valbelle. The sen- 
timentalist was obstinate, and died of grief ; he 
came at one o’clock every moniing, and fired an 
unloaded pistol under my windows, as a mark of 
his vengeance. I was greatly alarmed at first, 
but got gradually accustomed to the thing, and 
ended by laughing at the explosion ; it ceased 
in about a year’s time. This w’-orthy man was 
a believer, because for my quiet I have never 
met him in this region. . All these 

nymphs you see amusing themselves with danc- 
ing, have been actresses or dancers at the gi’and 
opera of Paris. That handsome man you see 
engaged in a contest of wit with that little wo- 
man, whose eyes indicate so much talent, is 
Quinault, along with Mademoiselle Arnoult. 
That other couple, where you see the gentle- 
man acting the part of a drunken soldier (which 
seems to give infinite satisfaction to the lady) 
is composed of Preville and Mademoiselle Gri- 
maud.* These two men talking gravely toge- 
ther are Fleury and Beaumarchais. Farthei 

*’ Every one knows the fine Ode which Marniontel 
ivrote in hnnour of the charitable disposition of tins charm- 
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on, yon sec the pojmlnr poet Volnngc renund* 
ing several actors and actresses, nho never 
knew him dunng their lives, of a «ccnc in the 
family of the Pomttti that lug 'ftomnn vs ho 
is lirtemng to him \siUi so much attention is 
Raucourl, the cclehratetl tragic actress wJiom 
tliQ cun5 of St Roch lutcrred for fear of licing 
stoned by the rnolu We lend a incny life here , 
there is not a fool among us, so that the charms 
of conversation on this spot arc incxhoustiMc 
We shall all soon go together to a charming gar- 
den, at some distance from tins, where our jdca 
surcs mil be rcncncsl In the presence of Mo 
litre, Piron, Collii, Vod^, and PAtteignant, the 
laughter loving Rabelais will also be there* 

I was enchanted witli being among such 
a pleasing race, and constnnti) thought within 
myself, * what a contrast to the dj'gu«ling city 
of Pohlicopolis ! Tlicrc no social ft'chnp exist , 
no iitcrature, no ilamring, and unfurtnnately 
no love** In iii) turn, I informet! 

Chiron who 1 wa<, and how I had luctccilrd In 

inp daopliirr tif TrtpJdww U c<wlQ«Jr» wlUi 
hiwi — 

*• Uo tmiln* »»«> 1 uoe crmir ifut* rwrwnt 

I’rtir*ctiUuT red* 

Qo on fol ma ib)*- rt n’t nn fal I ” 
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getting introduced among them. This nar- 
rative made her feel an interest in ray lot, and 
our intimacy continued unabated during the 
whole time that I remained; but the fatal 
moment was to come at last, when, for my 
misfortune, I was to be thrown back into this 
filthy spot, along with my unfortunate tra- 
velling companion • After two years spent 
among these hospitable peojile, in pure and in- 
nocent pleasures, the Cardinal and 1 were one 
day, without thinking of it, walking towards the 
very passage by which we had escaped with so 
much difficulty from Pohticopolis ' we were 
talking of our past existence, with the con- 
solatory thought that, by using a little address, 
we had escaped fi’om a disagreeable abode to 
enjoy a tolerably pleasant life, with the freest 
and least tormented spuits in hell. Our eyes 
turned at this moment towards the naiTOW 
passage that had restored us to light ; it was 
fiUed up by a large round face, wliich, to 
judge by its contortions, necessarily belonged 
to a bulky body, that was making the most 
painful eflTorts to extricate itself. We were 
trying to guess who it could be, when we were 
addressed in these words : “ Instead of looking 
at me, you stupid rascals, you would do better 
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to help rae to get out. ‘ Oh ' oh ^ said the 
Abb^ ‘ 13 this the way you begin ? Get out OM 
well as you can 

Stranger Ah, scoundrel I ah • .* if I 

had my cuirassiera and dragoons with me at 
present, I would show yon what I would do 

Abbi Your dragoons and cmra^ieps ^ You 
with the ndiculous curia — were you ever m the 
army by chance ^ 

Stranger "VVhat do you say of the army, 
vagabond? I was something more than ah 
that * 

Abbi And what wtts it^ 

Stranger I was a King, an author, and a 
legislator, you stupid oas ! 

Ahb^ I am much obliged to you for the 
compUment , but might one ask m what fortu- 
nate country you exercised vour royalty and 
l^islation ? 

Stranger In the most enbghtened countiy 
in Europe 

Abb6 I should never have suspected it 

Stranger You are not a physiognomist then, 
you blackguard , don^t you see In my countcj- 
nance the mark of ray Ulnitnous dynasty ? 

• Vulgar oath* in rtry frequent nte <dth tlie pemnafe 
in qQMtion ~£ditob 
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Abb6. I l)cg your pardon : if I cannot see it 
in tlic contours of your lunar face, I can easily 
discover it by your language. 

Stranger. Wliat do you mean ^ 

Abbe. I say that you must belong to tlic dy- 
nasty of some renowned innkeeper ; for leaving 
out of view the beautiful rotundity of your per- 
son, you season your phiases with veiy ])olite 
words. 

Stranger. (Foaming u ith rage.) Insolent ras- 
cal ’ you would not insult me thus, 

if I had my faithful gend’armes here ' don’t you 
know that I made all Paiis tremble ^ — that my 
dragoons and cuirassiers made a charge upon 
the people in the streets, and that not a soul 
moved a step ^ You know nothing of all that, 
you dog of a renegado ^ Well, to make you 
still more mad, I’ll tell you further, that never did 
a monarch enjoy so mucli pleasure as I Iiave 
done in seeing the ladies wiiving their handker- 
chiefs from their windows — that I have con- 
quered the usurper, and driven him from my 
throne with the soldiers of other monarchs — 
that I have kept several mistresses, to whom I 
wrote charming letters — that I had a chambre 
ardente — that I changed my ministers as I 
changed my hnen — and that I bore during my 
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reign the fine name of the Destri On 

concluding his speech, he made the Abb6 such a 
comical gninace, accompanied with such a loud 
explosion, that we could hold ont no longer, 
an irresistible burst of laughter issued from our 
semblance of human form, and our oath was 
broken We paid dearij for these momenta of 
gaiety , the pitfless harpies rushed down upon 
us so promptly, that we suffered a severe lasb* 
mg from the flapping of their filthy wings, Jn 
about a minute • time we recovered from our 
consternation, but only to give vent to onr pas- 
sionate lamentations , we deplored oar melan- 
choly lot Maury made a loud outcry for Com- 
bal^ and I mournfidly exdarmed, ‘ Adieu, 
my dear Clnlron ' Meanwhile, the fiit Desiri 
laughed at us In his turn, called tiie harpies, 
the dear btrds of hit heart, and burst into a roar 
of laughter when he saw us earned off In 
fret, their braeen daws hud hold of our pitiful 
substances , and in the twmklmg of an eye, we 
lost sight of the fortunate regions 

After an heur of uxdescnbahle suffenng, wo 
were thrown down on Pohticopolis in the Hate 
you already know ** 

Nap "What do you nnogine became of the 
frt 
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Franc, I think he never could have got 
through, unless the materialists heard his cries, 
and found the means of widening the hole. As 
for us, it is out of our power to move a single 
stone in Politicopolis : if we stirred the gi’ound 
among tlie Turks, tliat was because nobody 
cared what he did ; but the passage that leads 
to the abodes of the Atheists is the work of 
destiny, and is of very difficult access. Now, 
Sire, inform me how you happen to be here as 
a visitor, for by the cleanness of yonr dress 
I do not think that you are among the number 
of the condemned. 

Nap. No, by the special favour of the Crea- 
tor' my place is appointed in Heaven. Before 
taking possession of my abode, I have been 
brought hither by a suiierior power, to the end 
that I might see with my own eyes the misery 
of the reprobate, in this singular hemisphere, 
unknown upon the earth. 

I informed Franceschi of all I had seen and 
heard; he was wonderfidly astonished at my 
narrative: “ Now I understand,” said he, ‘‘ why 
Louis XI, Richelieu, and Mazarine, are not 
here, and why there are other characters who 
deserve to be sent to the regions of carnage,” 

G 
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Nap It la probably because their punish- 
ments hare been diminlahed 

Franc Since your essence is 50 supenor 
to that of all these wretches, (and I have 
already a proof of it by the facihty with which 
you entered into this old pnk^) I ara now 
going to act as yoGr Cicerone^ and will show 
you all the most remaitnblo curiosities of the 
circle over which I preside. 

The Geniua whispered in my ear, " It is 
now that thy constancy is to be put to the 
tnal” 

I instantly followed Franceschi whereier he 
wished to go On leaving the palace we met 
the poor Cordmal, pensively leaning upon a 
pillar , he had just cleaned himself, and was 
thinking of the merry life he bad passed among 
the matenoUsta 

Franc Rise, ray companion in misforlune, 
and salute your former Emperor 

He approached me with a sort of bashfulness, 
rcmerabcriDg that he bad nt one time oppoje<! 
my pnnaplcs to assume those of his own pro- 
fession I anticipated liii feebngs, took Idm 
by the hand, nnd said, “ Abbt reracmtxr that 
we ore now in the abode of truth , let us l)c 
friends , let us forget what we were, and come 
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along with us in the tour we are going to 
undertake.’' 

‘‘ Sire,” replied the Abb6, “ if men in the world 
above could foresee tlie future, none but austere 
Spartans would be seen ; do you believe that I 
would have accepted a Cardinal’s hat, and 
betrayed my conscience, if I had had a fore- 
warning of what has happened to me ?’’ 

Nap. In this )’^ou but reseraljle the greater 
part of mankind. But take courage; it ap- 
pears from what Pranceschi has just related to 
me, that you are fertile in plans and stra- 
tagems, and particularly in popular eloquence ; 
you know the secrets of tlie great labyrinth ; 
by talcing a new dose of courage, you mil 
once more begin your long journey towards the 
regions you have lost, and there you will be 
fixed for ever. 

Abb6. May Heaven hear you, and grant our 
prayers ' 

While thus conversing, we passed under an 
old turret, close to the angle of a huge tower, 
all surrounded with iron grates. A thin pale 
woman with a keen look, though aged, perceived 
us through one df the grates, and exclaimed : 
‘‘ God's death ' what a strange dress “ Would 
you like to visit this tower?” said Fran- 

G 2 
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ceschi to me « Ccrtnlnlyr I replied. He then 
struct the htnicn door ^nth fus wnnd It 
opened with a homble noise. On onteriDg the 
court ux perceived a hundred wldiers in conts 
of mml, as in the SLxtccnth century , a scaffold 
ivns erected , an executioner had an axe in lus 
hand, and waited only for hia victim to give 
the blou The court was hung with black 
doth , and several HnU of night concealed in 
the cronccs mode their dismal cnes heard. 
Tlic soldiers formed themselves into a hnc 
when thc) san thar supremo magistrate, and 
preserred profound sDonce FmnccscJn ordered 
n man of rather a pleasant countenance, but 
devonred by secret sorrows, to go before ns. 
lie bent his liend and obeyed. ascended a 
uinding staircase of a hundred and fill) steps, 
uHth the walls on each ndc covered with 
lances and swords. At the top we found a 
spncjous vestibule also hung with black cloth, 
and surrounded with plUars of black marble , 
in the midst rose a red pedestal, on a Inch was 
a statue of still deeper red, representing a Any 
until Iier torch cxUnguiahcd On the pedunent 
nns inscribed Veagtance. I tned to exanune 
the materials of which the statue and the 
peile^al uerc formed, hut I could form no idea 
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of what tliey were. Franceschi himself knew 
nothins: about it. I asked the Genius, and 
was informed that it was crystallized blood, that 
had become harder than diamond in the course 
of ages ; that it included in its mass a part of 
the blood of tlie victims of arbitrary power, 
from the time of Abel to our own days. This 
idea made me sliudder Avitli lioiror; I reflected 
in my own mind, if I had not committed 
similar crimes during my despotic sway. I 
could remember notliing but tlie balls with the 
letter E, which had been already explained to 
me. "i^Hule thus absorbed in thought, I saw 
four men loaded with chains come forth by a 
brazen door. By the peculiar nature of their 
dress, they seemed to have been great per- 
sonages. Franceschi made us a sign to mth- 
draw to one side, close to a pillar, that we 
might not disturb the mystery. The indi- 
viduals advanced with slow solemn steps, and 
in the deepest affliction. The first, said 
Franceschi, is Peter the Cruel, whose history 
you are acquainted with ; the second is Philip 
le Bel, the destroyer of the Templars; the 
third is Henry VIII.; and the fourth, Philip 11. 
When they came up to the statue, they placed 
themselves at the four angles of the pedestal. 
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With their heads bent down, and their hands 
folded npon their breasta Another braEen door 
opened, and two Pontiffs came forth these 
were Bomface VIII • and Panl IH They 
advanced slowly, knelt down before the tcmble 
statue, stretched out their arms towards it, and 
by turns exclaimed in a thundenng voice, ” Lei 
our datiny be accompltihedf' Ob, prodigy' the 
statne became animated, turned round on every 
side, waved its flickering torch, and poured 
from Its mouth a torrent of blood, which fell in 
showers upon the sue wretched reprobates 
Prostrate upon the marble, and shaking their 
chains, they loudly cned for pardon In tJie 
space of fire minutes, one of the Pontiffs rose 
first, struck his breast, and said tliree different 
tunes, ** dicn cu/pa P then concealed his face 
with his bands, and disappeared in his den 
The other Pontiff soon followed his colleague 
Three of the Kings then rose one offer another 
and did the same , but Peter the Cruel did not 
get off so easily At the moment he was pro- 
nouncing Mea ciilpa f he was attacked with such 
a violent strangury, that he twisted himself 

• The crime* of Bonl&ce Vni ere too well knomi 
Paul IIL WM the 6rtt Pope who aothoriied the wlablbh 
ment ef tho Jetult* (Jn IMO) 
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into every sort of attitude for several minutes ; 
tore his breasts, and fell at length all livid and 
bloody upon the floor. Two armed men seized 
him and threw him into his dungeon ; the door 
by which he disappeared closed of itself with a 
tremendous crash. Then the marks of blood 
disappeared; the burning torch was extin- 
guished ; the statue became motionless and 
inanimate, and every thing returned to its 
former order. 

This species of punishment had made me 
mute with astonishment and terror “ Well, 
what are you thinking of. Sire ■?” 

Nap. Alas ' I was reflecting how difiicult 
it is to be a monarch and to be just. 

Abbe. I say the same for all the high digni- 
ties of the Catholic church We have just seen 
two Popes, who during their lives were the 
terror not only of the ignorant, but even of 
powerful potentates. Who would then have 
dared to say that these Pontiffs would be 
damned ? Eveiy one would have thought it 
- a blasphemy, and yet here they are ' 

Nap. I have remarked one thing : it is that 
all these sovereigns are adorned with rich 
dresses, while the greater part of the condemned 
at Politicopolis are clothed in rags. 
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Franc It la so that these sovereigns may 
constantly see what they have been t the more 
sumptuous their dress is, the more does it 
remind them of their past grandeur and their 
folly Did yon see how Peter s black purple tunic 
was bedinened with jewels ? After all, he is 
more tormented than any of the five , but their 
punishment takes place only once a month, 
and m the interval they are ftee and can visit 
each other , for instance, Henry VIII., Bom 
fece, Paul, and the two Phihps, pass thar eter- 
nity along with Queen BUmheth, to whom I 
now intend to conduct you. liike her father, 
she u exposed to ponishment, but onlj tnice 
a rear, and one of these ocennons occurs this 
day Peter never sees any one, cxcf“pt the 
effigy of his brother, whom he murdered him'* 
selC and some few of lus salellUcs who were 
formerly the blind ministers of his barbarous 
orders 

Nap Do other towers mast in your carde 
like this one ? 

Franc A great many There is nearly tbc 
same kind of punishments in them all , but 
I preferred showing you this one, because it 
contains a greater variety of remarkable and 
interesting personages- Tlie most singular and 
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extraordinary tower of the whole is the one 
called The Wheel of Fortune. We shall see it 
on leaving this. 

. The apartments of Queen Elizabeth opened. 
The same master of the ceremonies who had 
gone before us in ascending the stair, now re- 
quested us to enter. The Queen was surround- 
ed by three women, two of whom, though 
wearing diadems, seemed to perform the duty 
of her humble companions. On seeing me she 
came forward to receive me. “ I have no doubt,” 
said she, “ that you are a sovereign of the first 
rank, since the president in person accompanies 
you ; only I should like to know in what part 
of Europe you reigned.’’ 

Nap. In France, 

‘‘ In France /” exclaimed the two attendants 
with surprise. 

Elizabeth. If you are a descendant of Henry 
IV. my contemporary,! am enchanted with see- 
ing you, for I always esteemed that great man. 

Nap. I do not belong to his race ; but I have 
some resemblance to that valiant King: like 
him, I knew how to conquer and forgive; I 
was beloved by my soldiers as much as he was 
by his ; like him, I made useful reforms in le- 
gislation, but carried my ambition farther than 
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be did , I dete^ed courtiers aud mean flatterers 
as much as he did In other respects, I was 
neither polite nor gallant like bin) ^ hence I 
had no Ghibnelle d'Estr^es at mj’ court 

EUz As ftr as I can guess, if you had been 
my contemporary, instead of Henry TV wc 
should have transacted a good deal of biismess 
together 

Nap It might hare been »o , yet you will 
be astonished to learn that I was the greatest 
enemy your nation erer had. It is true that 
your countrymen fully returned my hostility , 
they formed all Europe into a coahtion against 
me alone. My own faults and ocadcntnl car- 
comstonces made me foil into thar hands , woe 
to the vanquished * — they treated me like the 
pohtiaans of past ages, and disposed of me 
without bent of drum 

EUz So for os I hear, the English of the 
present day act on the same pnnaplct ns they 
did m my time 

Nap You are nustaken, Mndnm , the Eng 
lish of the present ago have so httlc ro^m 
binnee to those of your tunc, that tf a Queen of 
your stamp were to appear on the throne of 
England, she would be stoned by the people ir\ 
less than a week. 
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Eliz. Gracious Heaven ' do you say so ? 

Nap, I say what is the fact. Do you know 
that they cut off the liead of one of your de- 
scendants, named Cliarles I. ? that a man, wlio 
was a hypocrite to he sure, but brave and intel- 
ligent, called Cromwell, Avas for several years 
absolute master of the kingdom, witli the sim- 
ple title of Protector ? Do you Icnow tliat if 
this man’s son had not been a fool and a cow- 
ard, England would have had no more kings ^ 
And do you know that that country became 
the richest and most powerful in Europe, ow- 
ing to the commanding talents of CroniAvell ? 

EliZ. I am truly astonished at learning such 
extraordinary things. But hoAV could I know 
them ? I hai’-e been sliut up for more than 
forty-six lustres in this tower, to expiate my 
crimes, and you are the only stranger of emi- 
nence whom destiny has iiermitted to converse 
Avith me. But how happened it that my coun- 
trymen Avent to such Anolent excesses against 
you, after the change that you have told me 
has taken place in their legislation, and from 
their acquired liberty Perhaps all classes of 
people were hostile to you 

Nap. By no means : during my greatness, the 
people hated me, but esteemed me in the bot- 
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torn of their hearts, the momeDt I fell fiom 
power, their hatred disappeared, and esteem 
rose into enthusiasm if the people had dared 
they wotild bare raised altars fo roe. 

jE'fu Perhaps rehgion Jed you into ob- 
noxious measures ? 

^ap People no longer think of religious 
controversiea in the present age , in r^ard to 
consaence, e\ery man does a* he thinks proper 

^liz Really t I ought to admit, however, 
that the English ore very easy and necommo- 
datiDg in this respect The King my father 
made them heretics, my sister Mary made them 
Catholics again, and I soon mode them heretics 
a second tune, and all this took place in less 
than forty years I found e\ cn very little op- 
position, for I had only fourteen bishops, filly 
canons, and eighty curates, who would not 
agree to the reforraatlcro Perhaps I cmplo) ed 
rather too much rigour against those who 
would not conform bnt at that 

tunc I thought only of the present, and not of 
distant consequences * 

jVizp If I could have supposed the Frcncli 
os docile ns the En^h in rtgard to a change 
ID their rehgion, it is probable that I might have 
done 03 much, but rince we arc talking of 
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your former kingdom, I shall inform you, 
Madam, that it depended merely on the turning 
of a feather that it did not become the arbiter 
of the destiny of the world. The wise liberty 
of its laws, its internal riches, immense com- 
mercial relations, and the ascendancy of public 
opinion among civilized nations — every thing 
concurred to raise England to the highest pitch 
of grandeur. To accomplish this, it was only 
necessary to patronize sincerely, frankly, and 
without subterfuge or diplomatic chicane, those 
principles to which she was indebted for her 
renown; but personal hatred and private selfish- 
ness prepared a very different result to such 
fair expectations. 

Eliz. MTio could have acted thus to pro- 
duce the decline of a free and wealthy people ^ 

Nap. Who ? . One man alone. . . 

I was about to continue, when a tam-tam, 
placed at the top of the turret, struck twelve 
strokes ; each deafening stroke carried terror 
and confusion into every heart. I continued 
on the same spot, and observed their looks. 
The Queen became still paler, and fell back into 
an arm-chair ; her two companions looked at 
each other with ferocious eyes, in which the 
most inveterate hatred was depicted ; the third 
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lady, an in tears, threw over the head of Eliza- 
beth a large veil, which concealed it from view 
I heard funeral chantmg, and a rolling noise ot 
the bottom of the court An old man with a 
severe aspect came forward m pontifical robes , 
Franceschi announced Scrtus V He came np 
to the Queen with a 6nn aspect, took her by 
the hand, and said, " Sister, yon nmst die 
Come, the scaffcdd is prepared* 

Lift up your eyes to Heaven, and beg pardon 
for your fatdts , remember particuhirly that no 
respite can be granted you , W/ioiocvcr strikes 
with the sword, shall peruh with the sioord" 
He pronounced these words m a solemn tone. 

I shuddered , the attendants each hud hold of 
one of EUrabetb s arms, and pulled her forward 
violently " Ijeave me, cruel w omen," ex- 
claimed she The ladies answered, ** No Tliis 
took place three different times , they earned 
her off at last by the same staircase by whtcli 
we had entered* On passing before the statne 
in the grand vestibule, she bent her knee, and 
the red torch was instantly lighted* Sixtus V 
continually exhorted her to be resigned* 
followed this mournful scene in silence, as far 
as the place of execution IVhcn she readied 
the scaffold, she seemed to resume her coumgc, 
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the black veil fell, and the unfortunate Queen 
raised her eyes towards Heaven ; tlicn addi’css- 
ing the spectators, “ Pity,” said she, “ an un- 
fortunate woman, who ])rcferred her i)ride to 
the dictates of justice.’’ A maid of honour 
placed herself at the foot of tlie scaflold ; ano- 
ther went beside the soldiers ranged in l)attlc 
array. Tlie lady who assisted the Queen fell 
down bathed in tears ; the Pope remained up- 
right and unmoved. The Queen knelt ; and 
the executioner having fiist cut off her hair, 
with two strokes of his axe .separated her liead 
from her body.'' Like to a thirsty tigress, the 
lady placed below iiished lovaids (be blood 
that burst forth in torrcjit'-, nud diank it njj to 
the la=t drop : and then v.ith a ])oniaid in hej 
hand fell upon lier risal. T\n‘ latter imjdoj-ed 
the protection of the '''dd'ei-, v/ho rr/vf jcd ])or 
■with their briehle*--. fell njjojj th'' rannibal in 
their teifT'. esit her "ith thedr -v. ovj-, dto;^ lifi 
forth v.ith dj-daio, and hft It thn- di hgiu^d 
at the foot of the -o/fold. 

“Let us leave thi- pkv/ -aid / fo Fr?u;* 
ceschi, “ I have ^ecn erjotjgh of i‘ : " fi'tf ho/iid 
scenes ' v/hat a heart-r^'T.d.h'^ 7 ;ghf : 'Jr e 


* It required tv,o ’t-' 
of the unfortunate Mi r 
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Abb^ JManjy continaed mattering “ It was 
truly worth the while of Felix. Perutti to abau 
don his hogs, and pretend to be a decrepid old 
man, that he might become the chaplain of 
Pohticopoha dunng etermty ” 

Franc He also inhabiU an angle of this 
tower, amce his decease , ho was allowed to 
leave it at the death of Elizabeth, that he might 
perform hia present dut) 

Maury It seems to me that h^ got olT very 
easily 

On Icnnng this, Franceschi said to me, ** Be 
not terrified. Sire, with all yon have seen here , 
to morrow morning every thing will hare re- 
turaed to its former state, and all these per 
sonages will remember nothing of the iccnc 
they acted the day before 
A/ap What do you mean? 

Fraitc. "You must first of all know, that 
according to my book, the punishments allotted 
here are not eternal , several of than undergo 
modifications , and others ccosc altogether m 
the course of ages The punishment of Queen 
Elizabeth, for instance, has a pccuhar feature , 

Bhe knows that she is deceased, and is m prison 
to expiate her o/Tcnces, Imt she does not know 
(an> more than Uie other indmdunls who ap- 
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pear in these tragic scenes) that lier head is to 
be cut off twice a year ; so that when the fatal 
tam-tam strikes twelve strokes, she really be- 
lieves that she is led to execution for the first 
time. The Countess of Nottingham (the same 
lady who was enjoined to take to her the ring 
of the Earl of Essex) deplores her fate, as if she 
w^ere going to lose her for ever. Sixtus V. is 
present from an impulse of admiration for his 
contemporary. The tw^o humble companions 
are notliing less tlian Fr(id^gonde and Bnin(i- 
haut, very sanguinary Queens of France, of the 
Merovingian race, and suffer but a slight pu- 
nishment in comparison of what they endured 
during the ages that elapsed between their 
deaths and that of Elizabeth. As the most 
worthy of execration, Fr6d6gonde had her limbs 
cut in pieces tMuce every twenty-four houi’s, in 
the fields of carnage which you have already 
seen. Brun6haut, whose crimes were excited by 
the former, was subjected only to a solitaiy con- 
finement at the bottom of this tower That mas- 
ter of the ceremonies, who says nothing, who 
obeys like a submissive courtier, and covers his 
face with his hands during the execution, is that 
same Leicester whom she loved during her 
reign, and whose innocent wife she caused to 


H 
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be put to death. When the cntical moment 
has passed, they all agam become what they 
were before the three popes, the three mo* 
narchs, X/Cicester, and the four ladies, pass theh* 
time in talking of the things of former days, 
and in relating to each other the pohtical or 
gallaot adTciitnrefl of their lives. 1 assure you 
that, with the exception of the want of hTierty, 
they are not very unhappy Some Roman as- 
sassins who have been here for ti\o thousand 
years, have told me they have seen Tibenns, 
Nero, Cahgula, Sylla, Mezentius, Fhalani, 
Herod, Herodias, the Emperor Bfiad IJ * the 
Empress Theodora, and along with them Mes- 
salhaa, TuXUa, and other moDsten of andguity, 
groping along on all fours, quite naked, and all 

* To tbtrtr wh»t tKi« Efl*ten» emperw Bgsfl was. It N 
tnffident to atato that he pot oat the ey^ of thirteen 
thonsand fire hundred BolgarUsa, whom he bad tahen 
ptia o n era and that he pnt to death on offidona coortier 
who had aared hit life When Basil was bnntlng a stag 
rashed £011011117 upon hh" and drore hb uitlen betwixt 
hia bodj and hla belt his attendant rallied /Wnrxrd 
drew hh aabre and fband It neceisary to cut Basil • belt 
the latter oat of gnttitade, cat off bb bead, imdfT the pre- 
text that he had drawn hls aword agaln't ha wrcreigtj { 
This aanguinaiy deapot waa bcm la 950, and died in tb# 
yew 1024 after a reipi of fifty y«««^Eorroa 
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covered over with disgusting sores, moving 
through the filthy streets of the nine hundred 
and ninety-ninth circle, asking alms from the 
passers by, and receiving in return nothing but 
blows from lieavy cudgels, and showers of filth ^ 
upon their faces. This kind of punishment 
was continual and unremitting ; now each of 
them is probably sent to some part of Hell which 
is unknown to me, for no one has seen them for 
a long time : thus do the new comers drive 
awa3% or rather take the places of those who 
have come before them . In two thousand years 
hence, these towers will be inhabited by other 
guilty personages , those of the present time 
will be forgotten, or sent away for ever to some 
. secret part of Hell ; or perhaps they will be par- 
doned — for I have a presentiment that a great 
many of the damned (that is, in the seventh de- 
gree of guilt), after expiating their sins, will be 
permitted to see the fight of Heaven in some 
paradise of the seventh order 

The more I listened to Franceschi, the more 
astonished I felt at his mode of reasoning : he 
had become acquainted with history, metaphy- 
sics, and morals ; he spoke all languages as easily 
as his native tongue . . . “ How death en- 

nobles mankind’” thought I. I wished to know 

H 2 



100 


NAPOTJEON 


^why the two andent Queens of France, Fr^e- 
gonde and Brnndbnnt, had now become the 
humble companions of Elizabeth Francesclu 
replied “Notnrithstariding the great difference 
between the guilt of Bhxabeth and that of these 
two queens, it must be admitted that there is 
a certam resemblance between them Jealousy 
of aspirants to the throne mode the French 
queens shed torrents of blood the same feehng 
caused Elizabeth to act in a sumlnr way If 
the latter liad lived m the barbarous age of the 
former, who can calculate the excesses of which 
she might have been guilty ? If Mary Stuart 
had been a Bnm^haut, things would not have 
been settled so eanly 

We were talking on these robjects, when we 
beard the distant sound of innumcmblc voices 
wrangling with each other and raising loud 
howls the Abb4 instantly concelnng that it 
must necessarily be a popular tumult, requested 
ns to more towards the crowd Franccschi 
said to me " I am very glad, Biro, that you 
will be a witness of the magic nrtuc of m> 
iron wnnd” The nearer we approached the 
scene of confhsion, the more easily could wc 
diitingmsh this mixture of itmngc voices, call 
ing out in vanous languages at the same mo- 
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ment. The most violent ejaculations burst 
from their mouths in French, Italian, English, 
Russian, German, and Greek : the favourite 
oaths of these diffevent nations were employed 
in the place of argument. The Abb6 thought 
for a moment, that the object of this tumult 
was to overthrow the small degree of order that 
existed in Politicopolis. without reflecting that 
that city is th6 work of destiny, and in no re- 
spect exposed to the caprices of men : his re- 
mark made Franceschi smile as well as me. 
On entering into the spacious square where this 
infernal assemblage had met, the first thing 
that struck me was a great number of pulpits 
erected in every direction, each containing a 
noisy, hot-headed orator; Avho, after uttering 
two or three inflammatory phrases, was hissed 
and dragged down by the mob, when his place 
was taken possession of by another speaker, 
who had the same fate as his predecessor, and 
gave way to others, who were treated in a si- 
milar manner. I also remarked that almost all 
those who formed the mob, wore the uniforms 
of the troops or ambassadors of their respective 
nations ; but their dress was so tattered and 

A 

dirty as to excite pity : some were without 
stockings, and others walked barefooted in the 
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mud There were a great many people with 
three-cornered liata felling to piece*, or with 
threadbare caps , but the most ludicrous thing 
of ail WES to see the signs of pnde upon such 
mean dresses, such as ribbons, orders of knight- 
hood, and decorabouB. This smgulanty made 
me laugh and blush at the same tune, for I 
saw that I was myself in lunform, with mj or- 
ders on me, though in a condition not only 
very neat, but even veiy d^nt , I felt plninly 
that it would be difficnlt for me to remam tin 
known, or to remam neutral I requested 
Fttmcesdu to take me away fiom this tuinnlt , 
he observed that bis duty forced biin to remain, 
and that at any rate I had nothing to fear 
The Genius whispered to roe “I have already 
ordered thee to yield thyself up w ith confideucc 
to the course of e\ cuts. ’ This notice made rat 
resume my former tranquiUity 

We were soon pushed and knocked nbout by 
all sorts of i>eopIe m the crowd A Negro came 
dose to me, recognised me, and was preponng 
to strike me , but Franceschi touched him nith 
his iron rod, and overthrew him in the twmfc 
ling of an eye I looked at him attentii cly, and 
recognised Toussaint Louvertnre " \nint'" 
said I. “ does tht hatred of me extend even 
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beyond the grave “ Certainly,” said he, 
for I consider you as the greatest enemy li- 
berty ever had ' At least the royalists of 1791 
were always royalists ; for my own part, I have 
always been a republican like many others ; but 
what are you ? An amphibious monster, bom 
for the misfortune of Europe ; a soul fiUed 
with ambition and selfishness, which, in a revo- 
lution so important as that in France, looked^ 
only to one object — your own aggrandisement, 
and that of all the fools of yom* family. The 
general good never had any share in your ac- 
tions. Endowed with supereminent mUitaly 
talents, destiny willed you to command a fri- 
volous nation, susceptible only of being intox- 
icated with glory, but nothing more. What 
object had you in view by sending Leclerc and 
Villaret to a free country newly regenerated ? 
Was it not to stifle the salutary germs of liberty, 
among a people whose firmness of principle 
Would have soon been a reproach to France ^ It 
is not of my imprisonment in the fort of Joux, 
nor of ray violent death, that I complain ; tyrants 
always act like tyrants : I only feel a well-found- - 
ed disgust, because your political hypocrisy ter- 
minated in the destruction of the liberties of aU 
Europe. The French requu’ed a man with the 
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Boul of a Cato, and you posseved tjiat of o 
Oesarl Taking adrantage of the foibles of 
your subjects, you cunningly exchanged vn\h 
them ribbons, empty titles, and some pieces of 
yellow matter, that they might serve (at the 
price of their blood) os the instnunents of jour 
own elevation , they did not see that they were 
thns accompUshing their own nun tJie fools ' 
flattered with chfldren s playthings, the inort 
enlightened amongst them were satisfied with 
roolang bons moU concerning von, thinking, 
perhaps, they would thereliy save France ' It 
would have been much better fbr the interest 
of mankind had Robespierre reigned in your 
stead." I 

Nap (imtkmdrmth) "What* Robespierre* 

Toiutaint Yet, yes, Robespierre — I say It 
again , that man (sanguinary os he is said to 
have been) was at least foithful to Ins princi- 
ple* After some years of proscription, ho would 
have acted like another Sylla, and confirmed 
repubhenn austerity in the hearts of llic Frcncli , 
who would have soon foigotten this terrible 
dictator, to consider him only ns a Ljcuigus. 

I was going to replj to this fiinoiis spcccli, 
when the President of the thousandth seven 
hundredth and ninety third nrclc heard Ins 
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name pronounced, and made his way towards 
us through the crowd. “ Here you are,” said 
he, “ you destroyer of bberty * \Vhere are 
all your great \uctoiies — your conquests, your 
counts, dukes, marshals, and prelates ^ . . . 

Perfidious apostate of the sacred cause ! you 
have betrayed your honour, your gratitude, the 
duties of a citizen and the duties of a legisla- 
tor ; you corrupted the nation that was en- 
trusted to your care : in former days you com- 
manded Spartans ; towards the close of your 
reign they were hardly any thing more than 
pompous and effeminate Persians.” 

Nap. It truly becomes thee to talk of Spar- 
tans, thou despotic and blood-thirsty man ' . 

Robes. Don’t talk to me of despots and 
blood-thirsty men, for who was more the one 
and the other than yourself^ I know your 
history, though I descended among the dead 
twenty-four years sooner. I was despotic, be- 
cause, in the difficult times in which I ruled the 
state, had it not been for a will capable, of re- 
straining the will of every other, we should have 
fallen a prey to the aristocratic faction. . I was 
sanguinary, it is true, but at least I had a 
praiseworthy object as my excuse — that of the 
regeneiation of France, and its return to a new 
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order of things Suppose even that J ivaj mis- 
taken m the means I adopted, you cannot deny 
that my cause was nobler than yours. You 
were despotic that you might be talked of, or 
- for the sole pleasure of being so A servile 
umtaicT of the most detestable sovereigns 
whose homd acts have been transmitted to ui 
by the page of histor\, you only loaded the 
ministers of your pouer with ncfaes, because 
you could not depend on the aiTection «of the 
public. " Great recompenses m a monarchy 
or a republic"’ (says Montesquieu) “ are evi- 
dence of their dechue.” The worst Ronmn 
emperors were those who were the most liberal 
in their rewards — such as Caligula, Claudios, 
Nero, ^^telhus, Cornmodus, Heliogabalus, Cara- 
calia the liest of them — such os Augustus, 
VeaposiQD, Antoninus Pms, ilorcus Aurelius, 
and Pertinax, were very sponng and econo 
inical, because the people uerc less corrupt. 
For the same reason you shed the blood of ten 
miUious of Prenclimen or of their olhes , as if, 
after all, this ocean of blood had served to fix 
your government in France and JUil } » hot no^ 
by o wonderful ntlBulantj, it served to bring 
bnck— what? Tlie Bourbons f-anrt 

along null them ignorance, and corruption, and 
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the Jesuits ' . . . Good God * if I had 

foreseen what has taken place ' — if I had fore- 
seen that a single man would overthrow, by his 
faults, an edifice cemented by twenty-five years 
of a salutary revolution, purchased - by torrents 
of blood ' . . I would really have been the 

despot you say that I was ' I would not with 
the calmness of a statesman, have disdained the 
-means which the despot employs to secure his 
personal safety, and my enemies would all have 
bit the dust, for it was in my power ' , . . 

I often meet here with the instigator of my 
downfall; that TaUien,* the protector of the 

* Tallien was a representative of the people of Bor- 
deaux during the Reign of Terror , he fell in love with 
Madame de Fontenay, a young, beautiful, and enter- 
prising lady, who fled into Spain to avoid being im- 
prisoned The protection of her lover did not prevent 
her being brought to Pans some time afterwards, and sent 
. to the prison of La Force Yet Tallien had sworn that 
he would save her bfe, whatever the consequences might 
be For this purpose he went in person to the capital 
Three days before the fall of the dictator, a commissary of 
police came to Madame de Fontenay, to give her the fatal 
intelligence of her trial She found an opportunity of 
sending the folloiving note to Tallien To-morrow I am 
to go to the tribunal, that is, to the scafibld this does not 
look very like the dream I had last night — Robespierre 
was no more and the prisons were open - but, thanks to 
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noblesse , — be died li4.e a beggar it is from 
him that I learned your exploits, and his deep 
repentance fbr bis osm blunders 

Now; would yon talk of pnvate virtues^ I 
never took it into my head to marry the daugh- 
ter of a potentate , I lived chaste and 'incor 
mp^ble , I disdained titles, pomp, and nchcs 
to such a degree, that at my death there uas 
not found wherewithal to inter me. It is 
useless to say anything concerning your con- 
duct. 

Bunng this violent hbrongue of the fierce 
republican, a crowd had been collected round 
us, and, casting my eyes upon this mass of tur- 
bulent people, I recogoised Frenchmen who 

your ggregiopj cowanDce there xrill fcoon not be a Mcl In 
France copcblo of bringing it tn pa a" TallJcn replW 
in tbe*Q Varda 0« u pradect u 1 tin boU tndmtnln 

yonr onxJetr " In three daj« after»rtrda Hobctplcrro wm 
no more. The mott ladkrcxu port of the vhole bnrinesi 
i», that lltdtme TtUien (who vra» aftonrord* aopiimted 
from her hu3lMmd) hai tlwnyt played t great part In 
pubbo life and orefl at thU mottent bear* tbe title of 
Prineco vhfleberliberatar died in 1821 laameonhttJe 
houae in the iet J etnx» {Ckampi FMUet) in inch 
a deftitute itate that people were ohJtgcJ beg the 
attUtnnee of the chariuWe tv paj the rxpenw* of bin 
ninr»^ and iotcriBCtit, — ^firrn or me Eotron 



IN THE OTHEH WORLD 109 

had been in my service — ^fnrious Italians, Poles, 
Belgians, Spaniards, and . even Hungarians. 
Excited by the speech of the sans-culotte ora- 
tor, they interrupted him to enjoy the pleasure . 
of hooting at me, and throwing handfuls of 
mud. It is tnie that the stains disappeared 
from my dress as soon as they were formed, 
and that my face was never touched. I attri- 
buted this privilege to the intrinsic power of a 
■ glorified spirit over the reprobate. In spite of 
this miracle, I did not feel very secure of get- 
ting easily away from this infernal meeting ; I 
indicated by signs that I wished to justify my- 
self, when they all tumultuously shouted : “Bo- 
naparte in the tribune — in the tribune ’ —let 
him be dragged thither if he does not go of his 
own accord I consulted the Genius ; he re- 
plied, “ Obey,” 

Franceschi, with his wand, took care to keep 
off the crowd ; without anger or effort, he had 
merely to touch any turbulent individual who 
dared to embarrass our movements, and he fell 
upon the ground as heavily as a mass of mar- 
ble. When I reached the tribune, I was sony 
to perceive an innumerable crowd, who raised 
theii* voices to accuse me, and I alone to defend 
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myself I But I felt myself luspired witJi suiJer- 
notural courage, "Proud of my upnghtnets and 
conflcientioua feelmgt» I thuj began — 

“ Inhabitants of eveiy portion of Europe, wlio 
have come down to the mansions of the dead 
to expiate your sins , ye former accomphces or 
enemies of my past power, assembled here to at- 
tack each otherwithfruitles3repTOaches,andnow 
combined together to accuse one single man , ye 
Sans-Gulottea, Clubbists, Terrorists, Auarchlats , 
ye Vendean^ Chouans, Royalists, and Papists , 
all ye in short, who, at the dose of the post age 
and down to the prcaent tune, have unceasingly 
deafened the earth with your endless quarrels, 
your fuTf, and your excesses , forget for a mo- 
ment what you were in the other world, and 
lend an attentire ear to a man n ho, like you, 
Iifls paid the debt of natiuxi , who, like you, is 
exposed (though only for a moment) to tlic re- 
mains of human imperfection — and, to say oU in 
a few words, — to a man who disdained false- 
hood during his life, and has no Interest to 
employ it after his death, since eternal justice 
has already allotted to hun a place in an hemi- 
sphere which you unfortunately can never 
reach ** 


At this moment, thousands of 
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voices vociferated : “ Down with the aristocrat ' 

— down with the proud wretch ! — death to the 

♦ 

despot ' — he reckons himself better than us — 
and the tumult increased, and the mud began 
to fly about. Franceschi waved his wand, but 
the rioters were too numerous': Maury remain- 
ed in solemn silence at the foot of the stair ; 
Toussaint was there, with a thousand Negroes ; 
Robespierre with his terrorists was on one side, 
and Ceracchi and Arena, with some Italian re- 
publicans, on the other ; the Vendeans and the 

t 

Chouans, under the command of La Roche Jac- 
quelin and Pichegru, were in the centre, in 
company with Moreau and a thousand Cos- 
sacks. Tkey all rushed upon me to tear me to 
pieces, whilst another man attempted, with some 
combustible substances, to blow up the tribune, 
I confess that I was involuntaiily seized with 
fear ; Franceschi struck down hundreds of the 
mob, but their place was instantly supplied by 
others ; and the former, after a certain interval, 
stood upright as before. My celestial guide put 
an end to this frightful confusion : he laid hold 
of me by the middle of the body, and hfted me 
up majestically to a height of two hundred 
toises above the tumult. On commencing my 
ascent, I recognised the incendiary : “ Imolan^' 
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cned I, “ the mfenial machine will be of no use 
m HeU.” FrancescM perceived him, and ttmcfc 
him down with hia wand 
It was really a fine tight to look from a height 
of two hundred toises upon this assemblage of 
madmen, shontmg, threatening, and howhng, 
they could not say that I was earned off by the 
devil, for they knew well that there were no 
devils among them it was therefore necessary 
for them to bow their heads to the decrees from 
above, and to acknowledge roe os a superior 
intelligence But the confrision and claraonr 
contanned nnabated the Genius prompted me 
to use this ddemma ** Choose instantly — shall 
I address yon, or shall I go back to Heaven ?” 
27ie Terrorists esdaimed Let him come 
down, and justify lurasdf The Clioiums and 
Papists, “ Ijct hhn disappear from before our 
eyes, and dehver ns from bis baneful presence. 

— “ We wish him to address us.'’ " ^Ve will 
not allow It** You arc a ict of blackguards.” 

** You are a set of robbers.” ‘‘Death to the 
Chouan* ^ “ Deatli to the Jacobins Thej 
were on the point of coming to blom uhen 
the Abb€ Maury appeared suddenly m the tri- 
bune, and indicated that he uisbcd to oddrr^^ 
them Fmnccschi was quite in a rage, and 
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shook his wand with violence ; he obtained a 
moment’s silence, and cried out with a voice of 
thunder, “ Turbulent nations of the nine hun- 
dredth and ninety-ninth circle of Politicopolis, 
placed under my jurisdiction ; I, your Presi- 
dent for ages to come, swear by the Supreme 
Judge, that if you refuse to hear the conciliating 
discourse of Cardinal Mamy, my secretary, I 
have in my hands the power to imprison every 
one of you in the subterraneous recesses of my 
circle, during the space of three hundred and 
ninety-nine years, in total darkness and soli- 
tude; be still rebellious, and the earth will 
swallow you up.” Like dogs excited by mad- 
ness, who bite and worry each other till a 
threatening voice calls them in^ when they leave 
their fierceness behind them, crawl tremblingly 
along with their tads between theii’ legs, and 
humbly Hck the feet of their angry master — 
such was the effect produced by this threat 
upon these factious spirits. On all sides was 
heard, “ Let the Abbe Maury address us'' 
The Genius made me approach a hundred and 
ninety toises nearer, so that I was suspended 
very comfortably at the distance of ten toises 
from the orator. They aU looked at me with 
envious eyes, and bit their lips ; but such were 


I 



iU 


"SAVOl tov 


the decrees of destinj , they were forced to be 
silent The AbW thus began — ■ 

” It Is not the duty of the cxtraordinniy man, 
the fnvounte of Heaven, who is now hovering 
over you, to make his own apology before you 
Instrument of destiny which governs the world, 
he owes no account of his actions but to the 
supreme mover of all things » yet is this man 
(who IS among you only for a moment) hated 
hooted at, and insulted by your ferocious jiarty 
spirit He might have disdained your worldly 
bhudness, (to which you ore condemned bj the 
imperfection of your being,) Irnve taken his flight 
to Heaven, and left yon without ddgning to re- 
ply , but he has condescended to enlighten your 
minds he goes so far even as to justify himself, 
and wishes, if possible, to be reconciled to you, 
like brethren Like true reprobates, you arc in 
sensible to Ms noble offers , you rcftisc to receive 
from his hands the only drop of the balm of 
consolation you arc allowed to hope for in your 
present state of existence Hear me one of 
vour companions in raisfortane, incited liy an 
unknown feeling, dares to nnsucr you in Ids 
name I shoU speak the language of truth, for 
nothing but truth can inspire me you will as 
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suredly not dare to suspect me of courtly ser- 
vility, knowing that here there are neither 
places, nor dignities, nor rewards of any kind 
to be looked for. My task is difficult, it is 
true ; but the more difficult it appears, the 
more convinced will you be tliat I should never 
have attempted it without the permission of a 
being superior to our nature. ’ 

After this short exordium, seeing tliat the 
silence continued uninterrupted, the Abl)6 con- 
tinued his speech : — 

“ Assembled nations, expect not that I sliall 
discuss this important subject witli the silly 
phrased used in the world above by past, pre- 
sent, and future politicians ; that contemptible 
routine can no longer suit beings freed from 
the body, who have no advantage to obtain 
from any particular kind of government, or any 
sort of revolution : it is by sapping tlie root 
that the disease can be extirpated; it is by 
showing the sources of your eiTor, that I shall 
perhaps succeed in inspiring you with senti- 
ments more conformable to that noble faculty 
of reason, which even now forms an integrant 
portion of your being. Conceal not, my unfor- 
tunate colleagues, the state of your hearts ! 

I 2 
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For what do you reproach ^^opoleon ? 
Hia tneasurelew ambition 1 And who fomented 
thu ambihon — who» but yourselves ?” 

Armer {wUh great warmth ) It was for hu 
ambition that I wished to stab him 

Aforeau It was also on that account that I 
served in the enemy's rants. 

Francetchi Sdencel 

Afaury And whnt would you yourselves 
have done (turmng towards Arena and Mo- 
reau) jf by the destruction of Napoleon you had 
risen to the summit of power can you say 
that you would not have acted worse than he 
did? How many ages must pass away before 
we aee a CHneinnatus, o Cunus J>cntatos, a 
75tus a William Penn ? But A^opo- 

Uon max a fortunate toldter that you all 
know He owed his good fortnne to his ta- 
lents, to the hrmness of bis chorocter, and still 
more to the intrepid valour of the republican 
soldiers whom he commanded his rjctoncs 
raised him innumerable enthusiastic admirers , 
but unfortunately the more he fiisdnated public 
opinion, the more was the bosom of the mother 
country tom by the disorders and miscondacl 
of the heads of the dvii power ' Let 

any one dispassionately think of the period 
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when France, governed by alternate factions, 
saw every morning its rulers of the preceding 
day dragged to the scaffold ; when men without 
knowledge or experience, maintained by means 
of insurrectionary movements the sanguinary 
laws proposed in the clubs of anarchy ; when the 
enemies of liberty begged at the feet of fo- 
reigners for the destruction of that classic land ' 
From this spot I see that Robespierre, who 
pretended to inspire men with the love of li- 
bert}' by heaping murder upon murder ! I also 
perceive that Condorcet, who blushed not to 
send to the galhes a man who had borne the 
title of King of his country * Though con- 
eealed in the crowd, I recognise that Pichegru, 
who betrayed his country, by exposing to 
death by means of perfidious manoeuvres thou- 
sands of his countrj'^men, who Iiad placed their 
confidence in such a traitor ’ And that L? 
Roche Jacquelin, who, with the mark of Chris 
tianity on his breast, and his arms stretched 
out towards Heaven, led on to massacre thou- 
sands of idiots, who thought they were maintain- 
ing the rights of the throne and the altar, while 
in fact they were mamtaining nothing but the 
selfish interests of the nobles and the clergy ' 
But who could follow up the afflicting cata- 
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Jc^;iie of the extravagant excesses of that period ? 
who conld retrace the hundred-thousandth 
part of the crimes produced by the oberratiou 
of the human mind ’ Tot homnitit tot witcnUct 
Amidst this fearful chaos, the hero appeared , 
parties became extinct, and f'rnnce was saved , 
hifl name was loaded with the benedictions of 
the people , his portraits became almost an ob- 
ject of worship , his armies were invincible 
Were more advantages necessary to be thought 
a supenoT being upon earth ? But 

the hero was, after all, but a man , ond, what 
was worse, he commanded men, each of whom 
was at least as ambitious os himself Napoleon 
perceived it, and judged that if such men re- 
mained inactive, all his labour would be lost , 
be found it necessary, therefore, to lead them on 
to new conquests, and to flatter thar pride 
under the magical name of glory Tliey re- 
quired titles, dignities, and riches ' Tlie con- 
queror granted everr thing vnlh on unspanng 
hand, thinking he would thus secure their gra- 
titude , hoping, perhaps, that the slightest re- 
verse would never occur to such dclbndcrs , he 
pretended to conoliate all, to gain the goodwill 
of all Magnanimous heortl First 

of all. he allowed the Papal power to remain. 
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and all the consequences that spring from it. 
He several times restored to their thrones the 
monarchs he had conquered. He called round 
his person the insatiable caste of the emigrants, 
and gave them places in his government. He 
dictated laws to all Europe ; made knowledge 
penetrate among the most ignorant nations ; 
caused industry to flourish, encouraged the 
fine arts, erected eternal monuments, and ge- 
nerously pardoned his most inveterate enemies ! 
Alas • what did the ill-fated hero obtain."? He 
cherished serpents in his bosom ; the men he 
had loaded with favours were almost all un- 
grateful to their benefactor ; generals, priests, 
kings, emigrants, artists, and a part of the na- 
tions which had been regenerated by his ge- 
nius, threw the first stone when the evil day 
came upon him. He is assuredly the only in- 
stance in history of a man who rose from a pri- 
vate station to a throne without the aid of 
crimes, who descended from it equally pure, 
who loaded the human race ivith benefits, and 
who saw, immediately before his fall, all Europe 
combined in arms against him alone < The most 
distant posterity will shudder with indignation 
when they think impartially of the history of 
this hero An extravagant writer of the spe- 
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aes called Girouettti ( Weather cocAj), who stlD 
exists upon the earth, (at present a detractor of 
the great man, formerly his enthusiastic ad- 
mirer,) has composed these identical words 

God created hm, arid then rested JYorn his 
labours These expresaioDs will not appear 
exaggerated, if we reflect that the appearance 
of such men docs not taLe place except oiler 
the lapse of ages Prcwn the time of Hugh 
Capet, (a true type of the present dynasty that 
caHa Itself legitimate,) France had not seen a 
single rastance of a man of the people seating 
himself, without opposition, on the throne of 
her ancient Kings. Thu shoH 

analysis will doubtless suffice to show you that 
anl dissensions brought about the success of 
the army , that the latter gore birth to enthu- 
siasm , that enthusiasm produced heroes, and 
that heroes are nothing but men (Cries of 
Bravo > bravo * ) 

Franceschi Silence! 

Maurjf The ascending principle oiicc set in 
motion, every one hastened to leave hu own 
sphere to reach one still higher Could the 
head remain stationary when the subaltern 
agents were elevating themselves? It would be 
almird to expect it The conqueror was named 
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Emperor by a powerful army, proud of con- 
feiTing such a title upon him who had so often 
led them to victory. There are in this region 
thousands of spirits who gave their signatures 
at that epoch, with the hope tliat a ray of this 
new sun would also shine upon them. (Bravo !) 
Once become Emperor — every thing lias been 
told. This title and its attendant duties bore 
with them all the consequences of his sub- 
sequent conduct. Could he leave his family 
in obscurity, or their relations anH friends'!’ 
And if among the latter there were some vi- 
cious men found unworthy of his favours, who 
will dare to accuse Napoleon of if^ Intrigue 
is sometimes so cunning, and merit so awkward 
and bashfal, that he might, with the best in- 
tentions in the world, have enriched a scoundrel 
and forgotten an honest man. Could he despise 
the prejudices of surrounding nations, and 
annihilate the papal power by his individual 
fiat ? Could he, by a ridiculous piece of incon- 
sistency, proclaim unbounded liberty among 
the nations whom he governed^ And even if 
he had desired it, who will dare to deny that 
the frivolous mass of the French nation would 
have a thousand times preferred titles and 
decorations to the austere virtues of a rejiublic ? 
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The example before me is suflSdeat to convince 
me of this truth Destiny, by condemning 
you to these scents, loaded with all the imper- 
fections of the human mind, willed that the 
signs of this chfldish feeling should bo con 
ftantly engraved on the mgs that cover yon , 
a sure proof that personal vanity was the only 
thing that occuped yon dnnog yonr live* 
And knowing all thi% shoD you be allowed to 
insult with impunity your ancient chief? And 
has he no right to demand of you an account 
of the TUisfoTtnnes you have indirectly caused 
him? — I am prepared for aD your objections 
— for all the charges you bare to make ogainA 
the great man I oudapotc them and reply 
{A murmuring noise among the crowd) 

President Silence ’ {Cries of Hear ' hearf) 
Afaiiry If we scrupulously examine the 
actions of our hero, wc shall find only six great 
faults to bo laid to his chorge first, that ho 
did not render Poland and Italy independent 
kingdoms, second, that he did not annihilate 
the papal power , third, that he attacked Spam 
by surprise , fourth, that he marched tfic cfioicc 
of his army to Russia , ff^h, that he did not 
sign a treaty of pence at Dresden , and suth, 
that he garc himshlf up to the generosity of the 
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English Government at the time of his defeat. 
Assuredly, these are six great political faults 
that have caused the misfortune of more than 
fifty millions of men : he himself acknowledges 
them and repents his conduct. They were so pe- 
culiarly disastrous from the following causes : — 

First. The degradation of Poland and Italy 
has thrown one of these ill-fated countries 
(after the downfall of its Protector) into the 
claws of the Northern eagle, and the other 
into the folds of priestly despotism, and the no 
less rapacious claws of the Austrian vulture, 
which is assuredly not so enterprising as the 
former, but much more insatiable; whilst by 
making them fi’ee he would have erected two 
impregnable ramparts against Northern ag- 
gression, capable of supporting him against every 
sort of reverse. 

Second. The preservation of the Papal throne 
has maintained among the people of Spain, 
France, and Italy, such deep-rooted seeds of 
ignorance and servility, that the. successors of 
the great man found the combustibles all pre- 
pared, and had only to throw a spark to pro- 
duce a universal conflagration. 

Third. The invasion of Spain by surprise 
was the cause of an unjust war, aU the blame 
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of which fell upon the invader, go aa to atom hu 
former gloiy Besides thiS/ these scenes une 
peopled bj" the gniltj- men whom that epoch 
prodoved 

Fou> th The mvasion of Rnssia was m itself 
a benefit, if want of foresight and precipitation 
hod not turned into on engine of destruction an 
enterprise which, if well directed would have 
for ever secured the tnumph of knowledge and 
intelligence over the whole surface of the globe* 
fiflk The peace of Dresden hr agreeing 
to some sacrifices, be might bare signed at 
Dresden a lasting peace, which would have 
speedilj' produced important results, hut do 
we know the tliread of circuinstanccs that pre- 
vented bun? Do wc know the serpentine 
folds of diplomatic chicane, m which he was 
alreadj involved at that penod ? And do wc 
not know that he had the mognanimitj to send 
an ambassador to the northern monarch, after 
the latter hod declared war, nod (?iat his am- 
bassador was not received ? Surely this woi 
not amlntion \ 

SU th Certainly every thing was lost the day 
tlmt Ills generous heart excited him to seek an 
asylum among bis proudest enemies, but it 
must be admitted, that if he had chosen Tor his 
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asylum a fi’ee and hospitable country, he would 
still have been among the living, and, what is 
more, would still have been the terror of here- 
ditary despots ! It is true that he is more happy 
as it is, since he has been received in Heaven ; 
but his great soul would not, I am sure, refuse 
to suffer some years’ longer imprisonment in the 
body, if his presence could be useful to the 
munberless unfortunate beings he left upon tlie 
earth. The fall of this mighty colossus buried 
millions of victims in its ruins. Look to France 
paying tribute to those who, by an unparalleled 
insult, called themselves her liberators ; look to 
her, torn by the fury of contending parties, 
covered vdth prevotal courts, swarming with 
spies and secret agents, who bring forth hired 
insurrections — dyed with blood liy unpunished 
monsters, who commit murders in the King’s 
name. Who has heard of the name of Tres- 
taillons^ without shuddering with horror ^ . . 

This monster and several of his accomplices live 
quietly at Nismes, without any one daring to deliver the 
earth from their presence He was the man who fired 
a pistol at General Count Lagarde, who then commanded 
the department That general was reckoned to he too 
honest a man His uncle, the Duke of Richeheu (then 
President of the ministers), had not enough influence to 
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Look to his people, latdy the eonqueron 
of Europe (now degraded by ignorance ond 
terror), bending their heeds under the system 
of the Jesuits— enduring the mrogunce of o 
haughty nobihly — bstening patiently to lying 
missiananes — sulTering the noble veterans of 
their glory to be persecuted — rendenng homage 
to low, nameless apostates — and, what is more, 
blessing the hand which each day drags them 
nearer to dishonour ond slavery I Let us cast 
our eyes on ill-fated Italy, formerly destined to 
possess os its sovereign the son of the hero 
There you will find the moat temblc degrada- 
tion to which the human race was ever ex- 
posed ' Tlie serfs of the North arc exposed to 
insult and the lash . but tliey ore maintained 
on the estates of their masters, while the lower 
classes of the Italians ore liealen and insulted 
like them, and ore dying of hunger Assuredly 
the fate of the wrctclics who surround me la 
much to be pitied , hnt it would seem happy to 
any one who would compare it ivith that of the 
BubjecU of Piedmont, of the Austrian donu 

grthUosKudnlHinlilicilI TUt hrtiafficw todjvewlnl 
TO tio nitore of tho Frnidi piTinimtiit it Hut [utiod 
^EfitTOK 
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nions in Lombardy and Venice, of I\Iodena, the 
subjects of the Pope, or those of Naples : their 
masters are petty and arrogant tyrants, whose 
iTile is the more insupportable, because it is 
held by powerful nations in contempt and ridi- 
cule. . . . Alas ' were it necessary to 

describe to you the secret inquisitions, the dis- 
gusting acts of barbarity and injustice, and the 
cruelty of the pigmy governments I have just 
named, you would be transported with rage to 
think that the earth endured such monsters. 
I shall particularly mention one of them, whose 
tyranny seems to increase in pioportion to the 
smallness of his states : he is called Francis, 
foiu'th of the name, Duke, or rather tyrant of 
Modena. The Italians call him the execu- 
tioner of the Holy Alliance. His contemptible 
states will soon be insufficient to hold the sub- 
jects he puts in prison. He wiU soon find no 
human beings round him to make victims of, 
and will be forced to exercise his hoi rid risoui 
upon inanimate beings, and will enjoy the plea- 
sure of being at once judge and executioner. 
As ignorant as a mole, as hypocritical as a 
Jesuit, his ferocious persecution is chiefly di- 
rected against intelligent men ; against those 
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TTboae talents ere the pKde of their country, 

against liberal and enhghtened pnests,* honest 
atizcns, and professor* of eminent merit In 
his eyes, thought is a cnine, and virtue an 
insult upon his folly leather the tears of 
mined fomihes, nor the despair of a widow or 
an orphan, can soften the heart of this ruthless 
tyrant. He accorapanie* his acts with the 
blackest hypocrisy , at every moment he in 
^ okes the name of a God whom he insults, and 
who soon, I prophesy it, will send him to these 
regions, to be dragged in tlie mud during innu 
merable aget 

The only part of Italy where the people enjoy 
some portion of liberty is Tuscany, sudi influ 
ence has the appearance of a philojophic sovc 
reign, like Leopold, on the happiness of nations ’ 
One single man could have saved tlictc countries 
w favoured by nature, had he been \^rluous 
that mon was Eugene Bcmihamau Alas * It U 
not enough to be adopted by a great man, to 
become a great man oncfclf That ungrateful 

• lie DriertH • rirtaoa* prifrt to be hong (Andrwli) 
who TTOi ndored by hi* eotmtrynwn on lie were •u'tpfrfon 
thjU he might hare bclongea to • wxtti tocirty Some 
one hating said to Fntnci* that there w** w* •offielrnt 
proof I No nutter" wid he he will *m# an 
example " — FntioH 
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upstart, who was indebted for his power and 
renown to the gold and the blood of the Italians, 
was the first who cowardly abandoned them, 
immediately after the downfall of his adopted 
father. He had only shone with a borrowed 
and reflected light; he became an opaque body 
the moment the sun became eclipsed. He 
could have saved Italy, secured the fate of his 
companions in arms, and surpassed his own 
master in real glory ; — instead of holding this 
generous course, he deserted Mantua,' carried 
off, like a mean thief, nine millions from those 
he governed, and pronounced before the Aus- 
trian general, Bellegarde, these very words, 
which ought to have overwhelmed' him with 
shame : “ At^or the Italians, do mhat you like 
loith them I have nothing to do with them! 

. , . At this moment the Abb6 Maury was 

interrupted by a tumultuous cry that burst 
from the crowd : “ Let him be dragged hither 
— let him he brought forward — let him be 
yunished 

A riotous mob rushed from the other side of 
the square, and approached the tribune, with 
blasphemous outcries. The President could 
not prevent the tumult. The rioters soon 
made their way through the crowd, and dis- 

K 
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plajed before my eyes the bloody body of my 
son Engene, which had been dragged through 
the mud, and was covered with wounds At 
the head of these fhnons men, appeared some 
Italian officers who hmi served under him, and 
had afterwards died m the Austrmn dungeons, 
on Buspiaon of being connected with the Car- 
bonan a madman vociferated, ** This sordid 
tyrant permitted me to blow ont ray hrnhis, 
under the very wradows of his palace, rather 
than rdieve my misery with a little of the gold 
he had stolen from my countrymen T* After 
this exdamation he began sinking him again 
Eugene raised his bonds in supphcation towards 
me I wished to rash forward to his assistance , 
but the Genius told me that it was impossible, 
that Hs lot must be endured I then learned that 
every year, on the very day that he left Mantua, 
the Italians who penshed m consequence laid 
hold of him, and dni^fod him through the mud 
for the space of mne hours. I concealed my 
face with my hands, and entitatcd the Gcnnis 
to put an end to the punishment “ For thy 
sake, said he, " this favour shall t)c granted — 
but only for this day ^ 


An inaa«it of U>H kind ortmlly t« k ptHW 
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The Abb6 Maury instantly exclaimed in a 
prophetic tone : “ Cease, cruel men, cease : 
rend not the heart of a father ' Respect the 
decrees of the Supreme Judge ; withdraw from 
this ; leave the unfortunate Eugene to his re- 
morse, and return to order.” 

In a moment the tumult ceased, and the pre- 
cepts of the orator were scrupulously observed. 

I was astonished at the ascendancy which 
Maury had obtained over his audience. I at- 
tiibuted it to the magic power of his eloquence, 
and asked the Genius if such was the case. 
” Look,” said he, “ I keep nothing hid from 
you.” At the same moment he placed a trans- 
parent bandage before my eyes. Oh prodigy ! 
I saw again the enchanting countenance of the 
celestial messenger, and besides, two mysterious 
rays, which came from his eyes and communi- 
cated with the head of the Abbd, and followed 
him in all his movements ’ I then compre- 
hended how he had spoken on every subject 
with such boldness and eloquence ' . . . 

This vision lasted but a moment. The orator 
continued his address : — 

“ The painful scene that has just taken place, 
by corroborating the afflicting truths that come 
from my mouth, will also contribute to en- 

K 2 
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grave on jour souls those which relate to other 
arcumstaDces ah uno diset omtta TTie ex- 
amples of France and Italj are sufficient to 
show how many evils the polibcal disappear- 
ance of Napoleon has hronght upon the human 
race , let us also shed a tear for the fate of un- 
happy Spam — that romantic land ’ — the favour- 
ite soil of Heaven, the cradle of the arts and 
saences, of the chivalnc virtues, and of lore — 
(m the time of the Moors)— now stained with 
Ignorance, degraded by superstition, eaten up by 
0 race of ecclesiastical vemuD, a thousand times 
more shameless and filthy than of Italy ! 
You, who blame the great man for putting his 
brothers on the throne — can you deny that the 
rule of a Bonaparte, good or bad, was prefer- 
able, for the interests of Spain, to that of a de- 
generate family who pretended to absolute 
power, and were urged on by those wasps of 
the hn’C, the insaUable race of monhs ' When 
we possess a house suffiacnlly convenient to 
inai.c life agreeable, is it not more raUonoI to 
keep It, than to take it down the hope of 
building a belter? Tell me of a single con- 
queror who did not exceed this hero in blun- 
ders, m enmes, or in despotic pets f Fanatics 
called him a despot, but it was an inuiU upon 
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truth : could the man who so scrupulously 
observed the laws of equality merit such a re- 
proach ^ Every one of you can say, if, during 
his time, the legislative, militaiy, judicial, and 
executive posts were not open to individuals of 
every class, of ever}’^ profession, and, what is 
more, of every opinion. During his reign theie 
was no struggle of opinion known. Governed 
by a man of gcniits, the nation had no time to 
think of such foolish things ; the sovereign 
concentrated in himself the general will : he 
might have said, like one of his predecessors in 
the seventeenth century, “ I am the State but 
though he was as superior to the other as the 
Sun is to the planet Mai’s, he never made use 
of this haughty language : there was this diffe- 
rence between them — at the death of the other, 
his subjects made bonfires ; and the latter con- 
summated the ruin of Iris people when he aban- 
doned the reins of government ! Surely the 
fall of a guilty man does not produce such con- 
sequences ' Now, by what magical influence 
was the destiny of these very nations attached 
to the destiny of a single man ? Of what na- 
ture were the bonds that produced such an union 
of interests Was it not because the interest 
of the sovereign was the same as the interest of 
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the people? In fact, th^ onginnlly sencd in 
the same canjCt and necessarily shared together 
in oil its con^uences Ah I if my gmlty 
countrymen, more unpassicmcd than profound, 
more intelligent thxm enlightened, had fbit the 
force of such a salutary truth, the man xcantld 
have been left cut of vteto, but the sacred cause 
would have slUl shone in their hands in all its 
original punty ' But they owe their own niln 
to themselres, and not to the innocent man, 
who, placed at the head of such n nation, was 
often nothing more than the sport of their 
thoughtless inconsistency and improvidence, 
thongh he hod all the while the renown of 
commanding them os a sovereign lord 
A German sovereign, who was a dever man, 
but not a bit less a king, once said ** Were 1 
King of France, I would Imild a great wall 
round my kingdom , I uould have Imt one gntc, 
and Uus Inscnptron in large letters fixed over 
jt Hospital for Madmen ” (Cncs of “ Jlravo I 

Bravo'” the Frcndi murmured — “ \Vhat stu- 

pid nonsense 

Bresidaii Silence * 

Abb^ Rccal to yonr memory, my denr conn 
trymen, wlinl nil hhtonniw, from (Itc time of 
and Tnatns down lo our own dny^ Imre 
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said of our nalion ; and you will find that Na- 
ture gave us as a distinctive mark (for ages hack) 
frivolity, superficial minds, inconstancy, and 
vanity. Assuredly we have other qualities to 
compensate us ; we are, for instance, very 
polite to the fair sex, very gallant even ; we 
are pleasing in society, rigid observers of eti- 
quette, and brave in the field of battle ; — but all 
that does not constitute a statesman, or man 
such as he ought to be ; and even in war we 
require to be constantly victorious, for, if a re- 
verse occurs, it is aU over with us 
Reign now over such a people, and be a philo- 
sopher ; like the sage described by Helvetius, 
who was introduced among a party of fops, you 
would become the object of general ridicule. 

. . Hence military despotism was the 

surest spring to set such a machine in motion ' 
hence your countrymen, who still live upon the 
earth, owe the man whom they now insult, 
gratitude, an apotheosis, and eternal regret ' 
(Cries of “ Bravo ' bravo /”) 

The Chouans. He was an usurper ' 

Maury. ( turning towards them.) As fpr 
you, wretched, degvaded race ’ the strongholds 
of ignorance, fanaticism, and false principles ’ 
your pretensions are too absurd for me to give 
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m 7 »elf the trouble to answer you Incom^Ie 
and blind as you were during your Eve^ Su- 
preme Justice caused you to descend to these' 
regions that yon might eternally dream of your 
anti social system For you there Is no 

hope of salvation ^ A day will come, howcrcr, 
when Hberal idea^ becoming a second nature 
among fUture generations, wiU draw down upon 
you thoughts of pity from those who were in- 
dignant at yonr past ensience. ^Vhea the 
young men of after gcnerallons read the his- 
tory of their fethers, they will smile with con 
tempt at the name of Hoyolist, as wc oursdres 
have done, when we rend the religious disputes 
of the Lower Empire immediately before its 
fall ^ Then, yon sad apostles of a 

despised cause I along with all those who may 
jeon you, shall you be driven from PohticopoUs, 
and sent to inhabit in saence some unknown 
^Tgion of HeB, where you wBl hare nothing to 
amuse you hut o lazy king, psalm singing 
pnestJ, and the thick darkness which you in- 
voked during your lives for the good of your 
fellow creatures. Gradually forgotten h> future 
generations, your name w01 altogether disap- 
pear from the nnnaU of the world ' (Ah but 
the Vendeans shouted ** Bravo * Brato 
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During these acclamations, a flock of Har- 
pies was perceived above our heads ; they flew 
to witliin fifty feet of the ground, and let fall, in 
the middle of the Vendeans, a huge man in an 
uniform ; they then favoured him 'with their 
customary parting salute, accompanied 'svith 
shrill cries and horrid grimaces. Pichegru, 
being the nearest, had his rags infected with 
the stench : every one wished to avoid the in- 
sufferable odour ; they pressed on each other in 
great confusion. In the twinkling of an eye, a 
lai’ge space was left empty by the crowd, and 
the unfortunate stranger lay all his length, 
alone, unaided, and sweating like a madman. 
Franceschi and Maury exclaimed : “ By Jove • 
— it is he “ Yes,” said he, “ it is I, suffering 
less from bodily pain and the stench, than from 
the shame of being lirought back hither for the 
same cause that made me ridicule you so un- 
guardedly.” This incident excited a general 
laugh, and circumstances having in other re- 
spects changed them aspect, the Genius placed 
me again in the tribune, by the side of the 
orator, himself altogether astonished at all he 
had said, but I did not unfold the cause. Mean- 
while hundreds of Vendeans came up with 
buckets of water, -and poimed abundant ablu- 
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tions over their be^tlercd king lie gmdu- 
nil) recovered him$clf» and hniing pcrccivcil 
me, said « He li here then, that nvnl I w 
much feared and hated dunng mv hC. ^ If he 
be ns generous in the man^ons of the dead as 
he was towards my famdr diinng mv life, I 
think he will not avoid me.** Such raodcraie 
language surprised ns alt I replied ** Not 
only shall I not shim you, but shall be charmcil 
to nmehorate tout Jot, if mr pmjcTs mi^t 
obtain favour with the Supreme Jiidgu*' 

D(sir^ Alas * I fear not to confess in prts 
sence of this irnmcn^ mnltUndc, that I have 
too often disobeyed the will of that Supreme 
Judge, had I acted agrceablv to mv eonJCK 
ence, instead of bnnging back imposture and 
the system of the Jemits upon the throne and 
^d of Prance, I should haNT? introduced jiutiee 
and intcgntv 1 

Several rojcc* The ttilmno ! the tnhunc *— 
Hear' hear* 

** Mt cx-coUcaguc," said I to him, “ w far 
ns I can see, n happT inspiration has sctrctl von 
at this moment , follow the impulse of vour 
Itcirt. and fi'ar not to Immhlc voursdr hv con- 
fessing TOUT faults thi^ IS no Ionp.r the olxHh 
of error , ns vou *ev, Udt (notnith-tandmp the 
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opinion entertained in the world above) is a 
place of truth ; even its punishments are not of 
eternal duration ; who can tell how far the cle- 
mency of the Creator may extend ? Come for- 
ward boldly, accept the place I give up to you, 
and speak,” 

The Royalists \\dshed to prevent him ; but 
the ex-constitutional King escaped from their 
hands, and approaching me, stretched out his 
hand in sign of reconciliation. I helped him to 
ascend the stair. He spoke in these words ; — 

" How gi’eat is the ignorance of man upon 
the earth ' How lidiculous his vanity ’ Neitlier 
the works of the philosophers, nor the lessons of 
misfortune, arc sufficiently poweifid to produce 
a salutary change in his life ' In the class in 
which I happened to be born, I heard of nothing 
but the interests and pleasures of those men 
destined to rule over nations, solely from tlie 
right ^’anted by those very nations to tlieh 
dynasty, and not from any personal merit of 
their o\vn. Every one knows that true virtue 
on the earth is concealed among the obscure. 
Born on the throne, twice driven away by the 
will of my people, and twice restored to the 
throne by the will of foreigners aided by a 
handful of my subjects, who has ever passed 
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like we throngh nil the gradntjons that lead 
from royalty to an abject state, and from an 
abject state to royalty again, and all this 
throngh the spirit of party ' Great 

God ' if a long conid weigh in his lifetime the 
fiital eonsequences of a party-man upon tlic 
throne, he would retreat with shame from liu 
own baseness 1 Assuredly, I had in my hands 
the means of rendering myself immortal in the 
eyes of posterity , I had nothing else to do 
than to raise a fevoorable compansou between 
the glorified being who hears me, and an un 
known being of no acconnt or influence, who 
had been put m possession of his pretensions a 
second time, in spite of the will of tlic nation ^ 
Ah ' why did not a ray of genius 
come down to enlighten iny memory ? IWiy 
did I consider ns marks of enthusiasm, some 
hundreds of white hondlcrchtcls waved from the 
windows, hy ns many ridiculons old women, at 
the time of ray second return to Pons ? 

IVhy did 1 believe the wislics of France to 
consist in the interested language of some old 
fools, and some apostates from this great man 
(pointing to Napoleon), the former with the 
hope of regaining their sinecures and privileges 
and the latter, witli a \icn of acqmnng digni 
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ties and rank, which the narrow sphere of their 
ments would never liave allowed them to at- 
tain under the former government ? . . . 

Flattered, blinded by the cries of faction, swol- 
len with pride, sun’ounded by fools, I alighted 
at the Tuileiies, convinced that I was going to 
become, ^vith very little trouble, the greatest 
king in Europe ' This second retum was 
chiefly marked by the blood of Ney and Labe- 
doyere — tyrannical acts, imperiously required 
from me by the enemies of the peace of France ’ 

. . . . Yet I ought to say in my own jus- 

tification, that when I reflected seriously upon 
my situation, I foresaw the difficult task I had 
undertaken ; I felt the necessity of rendering 
my power endurable by a people accustomed to 
conquer those very foreigners who had become 
my supporters, and to obey a master whom 
they esteemed much more than they feared. 
In spite of the cries of furious factions, the 
Charter was granted. Who would have said 
that this solemn agreement between a monarch 
and his people would have soon tunied to be 
a source of confusion and discord ? There was 
but one way of rendering it useful and invalu- 
able : that was, to observe it strictly and scru- 
pulously for the general advantage, without 
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partinllty or respect of persoiu. Hostile par- 
ties trould hare gradually disappeared, what 
that great man (poinhng to Napoleon) did hy 
means of the magical name of giory, I should 
have ohtained by the no leas inspinng names of 
national repratiilation and liberalism, for c\-ery 
tiling must have a termination The French 
are fond of change. 1 shonld hare 

dmwn down upon mysdf the blessings of a 
people nlumys desirous of discorenog in their 
monarchs any virtue capable of flattenng tlicir 
enthusiasm, and ray name ironld hare been 
handed down to futuro generations by the 
force of pnbbc gratitude ' The wretches ' in- 
stead of producing these benefits, they ruined 
me, they degraded tlicir country by thdr wan- 
ton folly, but their ragn mnst soon pa.ss away 
Not being able to act directly upon 
me, they made a tool of my brother, a man of 
a weak mind, feeble, and a devotee B) con 
stantly talking to him of God nnd St Louts, 
they rendered him not merely tlicir acconipbce, 
but the pnmc ramcr of tlieir cnnics , they in- 
spired my mere with such n determined thirst 
for vengennee, that all France would have been 
decimated, if site liad had the power Tlie 
cliartcr, h> guaranteeing tlic nghLs of all 
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Frenchmen, had become an object of liatrcd to 
those who claimed exclusive privileges ; they 
plotted its destruction. Unable to accomplish 
this by means of justice and reason, they had 
recoiu’se to the most scandalous intrigues that 
have ever been described in the annals of his- 
tory. By secret emissaries, im2iostors, and 
false reports, the good faith of the nation was 
sapped ; the seeds of discord were sown ; hired 
assassins were spread over the South ; incen- 
diary missions were set on foot ; Paris and the 
principal towns were filled vdth spies ; in- 
flammatory newspapers were encouraged and 
protected; conspiracies were got ready; the 
necessity of rigorous acts was then shown, and 
discontent became general. ^^Hiile these things 
were going on, Louvel appeared ' Shall I 
confess to my shame that the assassination 
of my nejihew was an object of execration 
by all classes of the nation, with the ex- 
ception of the insatiable idti'as ^ Every thing 
is suitable to these people, provided it enables 

For the purpose of increasing the latter, they were 
decorated with the sign of honour, which had never been 
employed hitherto hut to reward bravery or distinguished 
ment by this means its degradation was accomplished • — 
EniTon, 
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them to gain their ol^cct Religion, morality, 
domestic ties, honour, and vntne , eveiy thing, in 
short, IS trampled under foot them, prorided 
they^ can maintain their pnnlcges entire. I 
know them novr I wns then bimd to their true 
nature ’ The death of the unfortunate Duhc of 
Berry was laid hold of these madmen mth 
ondity, as a temble treapon, to cut the fiin 
dainental contract to pieces they ircrc suc- 
cessful , how could I, alone and helpless, m the 
recesses of my cahraet, resist the remonstrances 
of these funotu liUauis ? Tlicy persuaded me 
that my unsuspecting siraphaty would soon 
make me lose ray throne and my hfe, as it had 
done my brother, they desenbod to rao an 
approocliifig revolution under such false colours 
that I was overwhelmed with terror I began 
by dismissing my ministers, two of nhom were 
\ cry honest and enlightened men I nppo(nte<l 
otliers forced on me hy faction Among those 
nho afterwards came into olEce, France nlU 
never pardon me Vniclc and Peyronnet / in 
creased the number of gens-d armcs, now 
Iiocome the blind instnuncnts of the fiassion^ of 
the ultras, instead of being the protectors of 
order and trnmiuiibti I sent sex cre indrudiom 
to nil the prefects, after dismissing half of them 
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to put fanatics in their places ; I caused innocent 
men to be persecuted in eveiy possible way by 
criminals and scoundrels ; the national repre- 
sentation disappeared ; the good pleasure of my 
court stood instead of law ; I admitted into the 
legislature old fools with white night-caps; 
I made the word charter be considered se- 
ditious, and sent a regiment of dragoons, com- 
manded by a Comte de St. Chamans, to charge 
the people in the streets, because they cried 
out ' Lovg live the charter '' I pulled from his 
seat in the legislature a deputy adored by the 
nation, the patriotic Manuel ; I spread the 
priesthood profusely over the country ; I got 
secret conspiracies formed, that I might have a 
pretext for punishing — ^but this means was 
already worn out ; it is not easy every day to 

meet with such men as C and D : 

— in short, I did every thing in my power to 
satisfy the factious scoundrels who besieged my 
throne. They were hated already ; they now 
became detested; they were execrated, and 
I along with them. But what does that caste 
care for the contempt or the esteem of the 
people, provided they enjoy their wealth ? 
Places 1 and employments were given to their 
villanous agents , the . triumphant party dis- 
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them to gain their object Religion, morality, 
domestic ties, honour, and virtue , eveiy thing, in 
short, IB trampled under foot by them, provided 
they can mamtoin their privileges entire. I 
knovr them now I was then blind to their true 
nature ( The death of the unfortunate Duhe of 
Beiry was laid hold of by these madmen with 
avidity, as n terrible weapon, to cut the fun 
dainental contract to pieces they were suo 
cessfnl , how conid I, alone and helpless, in the 
recesses of my cabraet. resist the remonstrances 
of these furious villains? They persuaded me 
tliat my unsuspecting simplialy would soon 
make me lose my tlironc and my life, ns it liad 
done my brother, they described to me an 
approaching revolution under such false colours 
tliat I was overwhelmed with terror I began 
by dmmlsslng my ministers, two of whom were 
1 cry honest and enlightened men I appointed 
others forced on me by faction Among those 
who afterwards came into office, France mil 
never pardon me Villcle and Peyronnet 1 in 
creased the mimhcr of gcnsAl ormes, now 
liccome the bUnd instruments of the passions of 
the ultras. Instead of being the protectors of 
order ond tranquillity I sent sei ere instructions 
to nil the prefretN alter dismissing half of tlinn 
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to put fanatics in their places ; I caused innocent 
men to be persecuted in everj’^ possible way by 
criminals and scoundrels ; the national repre- 
sentation disappeared ; the good pleasure of my 
court stood instead of law ; I admitted into the 
legislature old fools with white night-caps ; 
I made the Avord charter be considered se- 
ditious, and sent a regiment of dragoons, com- 
manded hy a Comte de St. Chamans, to charge 
the people in the streets, because they cried 
out ‘ Long live the charter I pulled from his 
seat in the legislature a deputy adored by the 
nation, the patriotic Manuel ; I spread the 
priesthood profusely over the country ; I got 
secret conspiracies formed, that I might have a 
pretext for punishing — ^but this means was 
already ivorn out ; it is not easy every day to 

meet with such men as C and D ; 

— in short, I did every thing in my power to 
satisfy the factious scoundrels who besieged my 
throne. They were hated ah’eady ; they now 
became detested; they were execrated, and 
I along with them. But what does that caste 
care for the contempt or the esteem of the 
people, provided they enjoy their wealth ? 
Places «and employments were given to their 
villanous agents ; the . triumphant party dis- 

L 
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placed thar Joxmy and arrogance openi/ in 
fjresence of their degenerate conntiTnicn, nud 
tin* was all they desirecL Thev persaaded me 
that 1 rras the father of my people, that I wo* 
called the Duirf, that a hundred familiefl were 
dying of gratitude towards me , and if they had 
told the truth, they would hare said that ten 
thousand were perishing from vrunt, and cursing 
me with thear dying breath > Not satisfied with 
the»e successes, the apostles of foUywnshed also to 
cover me with ndicule They armed me wiUi 
a helmet and Umce, end sent me to fight m Uw 
veiy country of Dou Quixote my nephew was, 
of course, sent thither ot the head of a liundrod 
thousand FVenclimen, but proper care Imd 
been previously token to spread gold and cor* 
roptJOD among the unfortunate Spaniards, and 
for this purpose tlicy made use of the monk* 
they succeeded to their hearts’ content l\Tiat 
a strange contrast ‘ Those very Spaniards who 
had formerly fought bravely against the French 
(then the importers of liberal ideas, the enemies 
wC tha tnowVA, aud the roecncralors of their coun- 
try.) had now in their tuni become liberals, nnd 
fled licfbrc tlio^ verr Frenchmen, clianged by 
n itrangc metamorphosis into protectors of the 
monks, the m6mies of lilieml idms ami the 
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enslavers of their country. . . AVc did to 

Spain what the allies did to France , we enter- 
ed as peace-hearers, and brought them dissen- 
sion, ci\nl war, and final ruin. That people will 
have just reason to curse the French for ten or 
twelve generations to come ' . . France, 

wealthy and industrious, again lifted ii]) its 
head after the pacification of the Allies (with 
the exception of its political pre-eminence) ; 
but Spain cannot in any case ever I'ise again ' 
In doing this, however, my nephew gained the 
fine title of Hero of the Trocadcro ' . . Hoiv 

I see that that title was an insult: if I had 
thought so then, I should have punished severely 
the lying courtiers who confened it upon liim, 
for my nephew is at bottom a very good sort of 
man; he would he an angel if he were not 
surrounded by rogues ' . Shall I now 

speak of ray private life’ I hlush for it even 
now : my greatest pleasures were eating, idle- 
ness, and the perusal of some classic authors, 
for I had great pretensions to a profound 
knowledge of the Latin tongue. I remember 
having adopted the following verses aS the 
guide of my political conduct : — 

‘ Nec prope, nec summum moliris per etlicra currum , 
Altius egressus, coelestia tecta cremabis , 

I. 2 
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Inferia* t«rmi m«d!o tutiwimiii Ibb. 

Nee te datertor twtmn dedawt ed Mgttnt, 

Neqfle tatutenor prewmin rota dneat ad artr* 

Inter trtrtimqae teae I 

“ Alas ’ the rotanes of excluaire prirfli^es 
soon set this oil right, the car leaned on one 
side towiani the serpeaC , notr it onljr mores on 
one wheel* I was also adnsed to ke^ m«- 
tresse*, to preserve the honourable custom of 
my ancestors A vulgar, depraved stjle of 
conversation, and a sort of cynical roughness 
of manners, made people think they would be of 
some use to me The first was a noman of 
no rank, though the sister of a dnkc , she conid 
do Dothiog bnt song, or rather tcrctim, Insipid 
romances, and luIlaWcs sliU more tiresome, that 
served me insteod of opiates Her brother t 
disgrace brought about her own I took n 
second, who was allotted to me by intrigue , 
she could {mint well, ond was even rather 
handsomer, but she did not write French cor- 
rectly enough, I bartered Iter Cor a canning 
gossip of a woman who wrote pretty well, but 
who Wished to give herself the au* of inviting me 
to breakfast with licr If I had been as ndire 
ns tlie famous conqueror beside me, I might 
have mounted my horse nnd gone without I»eing 
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seen ; but, to set such a machine as mine in 
motion, it was requisite to Iiavc arm-chairs, 
ser\'ants, and a train of attendants, wliich 
would have liccn seen by all Paiis, and caused 
excessive ridicule : in)*^ famil)’^ were against 
it, and they were right : this precaution, liow- 
ever, did not prevent all my mistresses getting, 
for what cause I know not, the nickname of 
the Khig's f^nujfbovcs f In short, the result of 
the whole was, that I died like a fool, without 
glorj’-, wthout friends, without regret. It was 
while they were embalming my already rotten 
body that I found myself in the streets of this 
capital, ragged and forlorn, but still governed 
by a ridiculous measure of pride. A certain 
instinct involuntarily led me to endeavour to 
escape. Alter long patience and labour I suc- 
ceeded in getting to the last circle, when I 
crawled along for forty-eight hours in a sub- 
terraneous passage, and reached a narrow open- 
ing, where I burst forth into a torrent of in- 
vective against the two persons you see before 
you, (pointing to Franceschi and Maury). 
After their departure, I long despaired of 
getting assistance, when I saw my grandfather 
Louis XV. and his daughter Adelaide, coming 
towards me ; I told them my name, and they 
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jrQcofeded in gettujg the hole widetjed, and I 
wetit along with them, proud of my ddiverance 
I delated to them my history , and had no 
Booner cjonduded it, than I perceived my 
fcrmer surgeon. Father ElysSe,* danong half 
naked on the turf with five or six coUrtesam 
At the sight of his ludicroiis figure, 1 could 
not restrain the undulatbry movement of my 
diaphragm, and I laughed os loud as a hump- 
back, The unlucky Horpaes did the rest ' 

I was latdy quite aa ohatinate dsbcloTC, but, on 
pet^eiviDg that illustrious nval, I fdt a sudden 
chohge in my intellectual focultics, the film 
fdl firom my eyes. I felt the need of making 
my confession before this motley nmltUudo, the 
greater part of whom uould otherwise have 
ovcrwhdmcd me with theJr hatred Happy 
should I be, if my family could iKmr tlicic 
salutary truths from rov mouth, ond, re-ns- 
cendmg to the earth, pitilessly dnve fVom 
beside the throne and EVom public oflicc, those 
insatiable and selfish courtiers with narrow, 
confined ideas, with depraved hearts minds 
Ignorant of every krad of lofl) virtue— men 

Thu Father Z\y%tt had Wtn k priwt of tho Ontorj, 
to Engliiid »loogwllh the lioorbont. Hr 
ctlebrated for hU Tulpar haWtk.— (EomJiL) 
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'wlio ai’e the sworn enemies of the general 
good, the corrupters of their princes, and the 
prime causes of the shame and degradation of 
their country 

Cries of bravo were heard on all sides ; the 
spontaneous applauses of this immense mul- 
titude had such an imposing effect, tliat I felt 
myself affected. Louis burst into tears. The 
Chouans, Vendeans, Pichegini, Gigot d’Elbe, 
and many more, seeing that their cause was 
lost, thought fit to sneak away. But they 
could not get away without being noticed, and 
they were hooted and insidted till they were 
out of sight. 

Franceschi cried out from the tribune, 
waving his wand : People ' the discussion is 
now terminated ; withdraw — the assembly is 
dissolved for tliis day.’’ They all obeyed -with- 
out opposition, though I heard some voices 
muttering — “ Cursed additional act"'’ ... I 
thought they were in the right ; but the thing 
was done, and there was no help for it. Fran- 
ceschi then asked me if I wished to see the 
Wheel of Fortune, of which he had aheady 
spoken to me. - “ I shall see it with pleasure,” 
said I, “ provided it does not present scenes 
of horror like those we saw in the last tower.” 
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" It IS quite a different sort of thing,” said he , 
" but m Hell you must expect to we nothing 
but raneties of pumshment this is the place of 
execution for the decreea from above , I am 
myself suyect to them , my power is limited 
to supermtend and impress a servile respect 
Upon all these multitude^ and to punish them, 
and no more. Every thing is done, you see, 
without devils, without furies, without force or 
coeraon The condemned spirit falls down, 
and suffers, os if by insUnct, a punishment pro 
portioned to the nature and quantity of hi# 
offences. I perceive that King Louis has 
sinned rather from weainess than malignity, 
hence I think that his punishment is ended, or 
that, if he is to remom amongst us, it will be 
greatly diminished 

Zwits In fact I feel myself belter than I 
was, look bow dean my dothes ore nlrcndy 
become * 

Nap In that case be of good heart, and 
liopc for better things in future 

Wc all four walked towards tlic new won 
der Louis was still confounded with all he 
bad seen and heard since Jus decease “ I was 
o1ho3ti a niotcnohst,” stud he , '1 thought 
there was no existence oHcr death and ^ott 
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may imagine my surprise when I found myself 
in filthy rags among these low beggars 
You ought to remember,” said I to him, 
“ that — • 

* Pallida mors rcquo pulsat pede 
Pauperum tabemas, regumque turres ' ” 

Louis. That is very true ; but what is a 
philosophical precept, oi a poetical axiom, in 
the eyes of a king of the earth ? Supposing 
even that they could produce a good effect upon 
bun, it would be infallibly prevented by the 
efforts of his courtiers: Ask the Bishop of 
HermopoUs, — ask Quelen, Bonald, Marcellus, 
or any other of that class, if a king should con- 
sider himself as much a man as a pauper ? 
They would call you a liberal, which, according 
to them, is synonymous with revolutionist, 
atheist, or subverter of social order. By con- 
stantly hearing such absurdities from all those 
round me, I concluded by thinking like them 
that advised me, and set my conscience at rest. 
These animals of the earth will never believe 
in the truth till they are in my place. 

Nap. Don’t be uneasy; in a few years all 
these fellows will be sent to the Region of the 
Owls. For myself, I have always believed in a 
first cause and in the immortality of the soul : 
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proceeding from these pnnaplo, I have been 
somewhat of a fatalist , I have often abandoned 
myself to events with the certainty that nei 
ther more nor less would happen than what 
was fore-ordamed This hehcf made mo gam 
more battles than one, but I confess that it 
tamed terribly against me at the battle of ira- 
terloo had it not been for this, I might still 
have provided for every tbmg It, even seems 
iprobahle that, if, .instead of thmlang /only of 
myself, I had taken sincerely to heart the inte- 
rests of so many mctuns, I should not have 
thrown away the handle with the knife 
Zouts Would to Heaven that you hod been 
victorious ' ray conscience would bale been 
loaded with so many sms the less 

JVap And I should have terrainnted my life 
upon the throne, which would not have greatly 
coatnbuted to get me a place ja Heaven 
Mauri/ Hence, you sec, every thing is for 
the beat the battle of Waterloo procured me 
the advantage of dy lug imprisoned in the castle 
of St. Angelo, uumedlatdy after the return of 
Pius ,VII Gonsal'i would nerer bate cadnrtd 
a cardmal who could have opposed bun m tlic 
Conclave but tliatsliort punlslunentin thcotlifr 
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world was perhaps of use in diminishing the 
punishment of this, for, since your aiTival, I do 
not feel myself so miserable. 

At that moment the Genius suggested tliis 
thought to me ; “ Abbd, if my wishes are 
granted, we shall not speedily separate.” Ano- 
ther prodigy ' The ragged dress of the Abbe 
disappeared, and he now shone in dazzling 
purple ; happiness was depicted on his counte- 
nance ; every thing indicated that he was ad- 
mitted among the number of the elect ' He 
stretched out his arms to me in tears ; I em- 
braced him with all the warmth of friendship. 
Louis was lost in astonishment. Franceschi 
fell at his feet, and begged pardon for having 
called him his secretary. Maury raised liim 
up, called him his friend, and endeavoured to 
console him by enumerating all that Franceschi 
had done to raise hun from his abject state. 
Such ah affecting scene brought round us some 
hundreds of unfortunate spirits, and, when they 
saw the humble posture of their president, they 
had no doubt that Maury was a celestial spirit : 
in consequence of this, he was soon surround- 
ed by a crowd of abbes, bishops, and other 
cliiU’Chmen (formerly furious supporters of the 
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Papal pretensions) , they loudly called for his 
intereeasion, that they might obtain some change 
in thar fate 

Maury thus addressed them “ I have 
scarcely left the condition which jmi de- 
plore. If my regeneration has developed in 
my being any faculties hitherto unknown to 
me, I ought to employ them now to thank 
the Supreme Judge, who, by the mtcrrac- 
dium of this elect (pointing to me), has shed 
upon a miserable sinner the treasure* of hli 
mercy, but ray elevation give* mo no chum 
to eftace the sins of others, nor do J think that 
prayers are of any inflaence with the Snpreme 
Judgi^ for who knows so neU as he the just 
and the unjust? You churchmen, bIjotc all, 
nho have continually made use of Ids name, to 
justify both the good (if there were nnj) and 
the actions of yonr lives — can you, in your 
own conaacnccs, find any pretexts for drawing 
down upon you the indulgence of the Almighty? 

It would be difficult for you to find one Think 
for tt moment npon your public lives os minis- 
ters of the God of Christians and upon )our 
pnvatc lives ns citizens , I speak only of you 
whose condemnation proves your former mini 
nnlity, and m no respect of your virtunu-* 



IN THE OTHER WORLD. 


157 


brethren, a part of whom inhabit Heaven, and 
another portion is useful upon the earth. One 
of the unpardonable evils you have produced 
by your corniption, in the world above, is that 
thousands of hot-headed fools (authorized by 
the example of tliose of your body who were 
impostors, debauchees, cruel, and deceitful) 
boast openly of their sovereign contempt for all 
the race of ecclesiastics, and confound indis- 
criminately the good and the bad, the virtuous 
and the vicious, the bees and the drones. From 
this indiscriminate contempt aiise (particularly 
in Catholic states) depravity of habits and 
moral anarchy. All these consequences weigh 
on your heads, ye impious priests ' who never 
considered youi’ ministry but as a sure means of 
enjoying life without labour, at the expense of 
the credulous ; and you are the more culpable, 
inasmuch as you received a good education in 
youth, and knew well what you were doing : 
you acted, many of you, against the cries of 
your own consciences ' Shall I now speak of 
the sacred texts which you interpreted to the 
advantage of your own passions — of the per- 
fidious suggestions you insinuated to rich men 
who were poweifnl, to the destruction of poor 
men ivithout influence — of the numberless acts 
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of seduction you accomplished by means of 
confeswoD, called n Sacmment out of dension ^ 
Shall I describe the contemptuous laugh that 
appeared on the lips of the greater part of you, 
when you performed those farces called hlis- 
sions ? You thought that your profession 
could only flourish by the number of dupes you 
mad^ and that, m spite of this precarious de- 
pendence, it was the profession that procured 
you the greatest quantity of eiyoyment with 
the least exerhon yon were bound by your 
vows to resist the imperious laws of Nature, 
though you were Irresistibly and involuntarily 
subject to thesd laws like other men , as you 
could not therefore satisO' them openly (mth- 
out destroying the fonndatlous of your own 
superstructure), you put on the mantle of hypo- 
crisy, Indulged in the silence of darkness, and 
jjjsultcd mth n suspicious eye (ond always mth 
a ferocious heart) religion, humanity, and vir 
tuc ’ 'Which of you will dare to denj tJiat 
these mclandioly details arc a faithful picture 
of his bfe ? 'tt’ho noil dare to complain of tlie 
rigour of his punishment, when he knows that 
it docs not approach within o Imndrcdih part of 
that ^\ith which you temfied the uTCtcIiw 
whom yon domveil upon the earth ? Tlien 
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you dared to threaten with Hell every one who 
Would not blindly follow your absiu’dities, udth- 
out reflecting that if there were a Hell, it must 
also open for yourselves ' IVhat pardon can 
you expect, Archbishop Martini, Canon Cellesi, 
Abbe IMarchetti, Monk Lampredi, Bishop 
Falchi, and all the rest of the \Tile intriguers 
who persecuted the \urtuous Bishop Scipw de 
Ricci ^ "SVliat did you do when that wortliy 
prelate, protected by a philosophic prince, en- 
deavoured, hy means of useful reforms and his 
synod of Pistoia, to difluse among the Tuscans 
the true light of the gospel Dark satellites 
of the Roman Babylon, you excited against 
him calumny, the ignorance and fanaticism of 
the multitude, and all the efforts of the blackest 
hypocrisy ; you praised and supported, against 
your own consciences, the disgusting absurdities 
of the bulls called ‘ Unigemtu^,’ ^Inccena Domi- 
ni,' ‘ Auctorem fidci,' extravagant productions, 

* If all tlie priests of tlie Catliolic churcli possessed the 
knowledge, virtues, integrity, and toleration of that model 
of prelates, tliey might with justice be called the ministers 
of a God of Peace , but instead of this, the worthy Bishop 
was constantly persecuted, insulted, and calumniated by 
these men, who foresaw, in the doctrine of Ricci, the over- 
throw of their privileges, and the exposure of their im- 
postures — (EniTon ) 
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opposed to nil the virtnes of Clinitinnjtr— jn 
rented to perpetnate the slaver7 of that portion 
at the hnmnn race subject to the bondage of 
pnestly authority 

“ What pardon can be clauned for you, Fnar 
Jos^h, uniTorthy Capuchin ' the conSdent or 
rather executioner of an impious cardinal , who, 
in concert with aU the ecclesiastical debauchees 
of the convent of Lnndnn, forged the abomi- 
nable farce of sorcery, which led the innocent 
Urban Qrandier to the staie and yon also, 
Garasse, the Jesuit, with the lying priests your 
aocomphees, who endeavoured to prove to the 
Ignorant, that the drum of the iirtuous Geof 
fVey Vall& was synonymous with atheism T 
** In speaking of you, I speak also of all those 
who, like you, turned falsehood and folly to 
their own advantage, without caring for the 
wretches whom they multiplied I do not 
address myself to you, factions priests, who, 
taking the throne and the altar os ydur motto, 
preached insurrection nnd massacre, nor all 
you, intolerant hypoentes, who, under the pro 
tence of evangehcnl real, armed Ignorant na- 
tions against knowledge nnd ciiThzntlon, thus 
leading them inrolunlimly to become the de- 
stroyers of their own well being ' SulfiT then 
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misery and opprobrium in silence, too happy if, 
in some future age, Supreme Justice shall send 
you to the Northern regions of the country of 
the Atheists, there to vegetate for ever. — ” 
When this sharp address was over, we saw 
all these wretched spirits concealing their faces 
with their hands, and running oflF howling like 
devils. 

Louis. Yet this is the place which will one 
day be occupied by some priests in Paris, par- 
ticularly by those of St Roche, St. Philip, and 
St. Lazare. Oh ' how debghted I should be if 
Frayssinous, Quelen, and some other people 
had heard this discom’se ’ 

Nap. For myself, there is nothing I should 
have desired so much as to see here that Janus 

with foul’ faces, that T I 

should like to have heard from his own mouth 
a justification of his changes in the world above ' 
Fran. I think that he will be condemned 
here to be hooted by the mob once a day for 
two or three years ; and that, after that time 
has elapsed, he will be sent to ,the Wheel of 
Fortune. 

Nap. How can you know this ? 

Frail. By my book, which also contains the 
penal code of my circle : when this punishment 
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takes place by a decree from above, I have no 
power to prevent it > that was the reason whj* 
I felt so Sony that I cotild do nothing to assist 
the imfortnnate Pnnee Eugene. 

How pninM this ideals tome ' I never 
gave the wretched man any such examples 
but, as I said before, it is very difBciiIt to bo a 
king and an honest man 

The places through which wc passed were 
nearly amnlar to those I had already seen , the 
same filth in the streets, and the same ragged 
ness among the rahahitonts Wc cantc up to 
the bank of one of the thirty thousand canols 
that wind through Pohtlcopohs T^is one iras 
very wide, and contained stagnant water, of 
the colour of soot Fninccschi ordered some 
b^gars, who were tlicrc by ncddcnl, to go for 
the boatman , but uliilc the latter was luutcn 
mg to obey the President, Maury and I ftit 
ourselves lifted up by on innsiblo hand, and 
flew bkc birds over a nrer more Oion a mile In 
width the acclamations of o crowd of Idle 
people rose on seeing ns , for the marvellous 
pleases among the dead os much os among the 
living This was the first time timt Mnury 
pnrtiapatcd In the true pnnlcges of the dcct 
Xrfniis remained on the banks along v^ih Fran 
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ceschi, and waited patiently for a boat of the 
country to take him over to the other side. 
The Genius made us halt in our flight, that we 
might enjoy for a moment a prospect of the 
city Our eyes could not embrace at a single 
glance so many various objects ; we perceived 
an infinite number of towers, which doubtless 
contained a great number of prisoners hke those 
we had already seen. The Genius told us that 
they contained several ancient Kings of France, 
such as Dagobert I. Clotaire II. the famous 
mayor of the palace, Ebroim, and even Charle- 
magne. “ What ' Charlemagne exclaimed 
Maury. The Genius coldly replied : “ Do yoii 
think that the slaughter of Iwenty-seven thou- 
sand Saxons is a trifle in the eyes of the Eter- 
nal?” He added, that these monarchs had 
their heads cut oflf every month, and that, be- 
sides this, Clotaii’e* was quartered twice a year 
At the summit of the turret of a tower, near 
to the former, I saw a blmsh flame suddenly 
rising ; I inquired the cause, and our Mentor 
informed us, that this was the punishment of 
Charles II. King of Navarre, called Charles the 
Bad, who died in 1387. “ That man,” added 

* This monster put to death Queen Brunehaut, then 
eighty years of age, by this cruel punishment 

M 2 
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" who caused so many persons to be assas- 
sinated, whose life was but one long senes of 
debauchery, died in the same manner in whidi 
he is now punished three times a year wrap- 
ped up in a sheet steeped in spints and sulphur, 
be thought this would strengthen hu worn out 
body , he found it his final destruction. In this 
very tower is also abut up, among other cnmi- 
nail, Otho II Emperor of Germany, called tlic 
Bloody , Basil II Emperor of Constantinople , 
and Christian II the Nero of the Nortli There 
are also Jane of Castilo, mother of Ferdinand, 
the destroyer of Granada, and King John 11 
(Jane s second husband) who had the wcaimess 
to be an accomphee m the cruelUrs exercised 
upon bis own son, the Pnnee dc Vianc, by the 
instigation of that wicked woman 

Maury It most lie admitted, to the honour 
of truth, that our repubheans ucrc uch justi- 
fied, when they exacted the oath of hatred to 
royalty ,* for if we take every thing into consi- 
demtion, we shall scarcely find two good king< 

• It ^>UQ«y taUrodi hm only 

to sUode to dMpotIc sad ririoot kiogi tad Jo o* rr»r««1 
to c mu tittttioasl mcFitsrclu wbo can do ncKtlop bat pwd 
(md tn coBi«jQrttly not within the «rt>ere of hh rrtiuf I 
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out of fifty ; and this gives us- a certain loss of 
about ninety-six in a hundred, for the sake of 
the remaining four ; and what a loss, great God ' 
The sword of Damocles falling by intervals 
upon the head of sixty generations ' 

Louis. It is on that account that in mj for- 
mer kingdom Henry IV is talked of in every 
peasant’s cot, and, to change the name, they 
mention Louis XII. ; but after these two, I 
challenge you to find out of the whole three 
djmasties another father of his people ' I do 
not even make you an exception, my colleague, 
although the market-women called you Papa 
under the windows of the Tuileries ' 

Nap. I have always said that it was very 
difficult to govern well, and to act conscien- 
tiously. 

Our attention was then directed towards 
some public squares crowded by an idle and 
turbulent mob, in which was seen a host of 
individuals in black, holding rolls of paper, and 
gesticulating with all their might. The Genius 
told us they were lawyers, chiefly dishonest 
attorneys, who were as intriguing as during 
their lives, and hoped to maintain among the 
dead the monopoly of common law ; but they 
Avere laughed at by every one Farther on, old 
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T?omen, with their faces plastered i\nb white 
and rouge, and dressed in dirty shifts, ran bare- 
footed through the streets, amidst the hooting 
of the populace and the filth that wos showered 
upon them The Genius said that thg* hod 
been duchesses, marchionesses, countesses, court- 
ladies, commonly called jteiiics maiirtssci, who 
were m the front ranks of the fashionable world, 
who loved pleasure and their own comforts, and 
ne^er could comprehend that misery existed 
among the human race, they were ne\er of 
any use to an) one but their milhocn and 
dress-makers, or their lovers during thor youtli, 
and tlieir confessors In their old age Such 
were several Hussian ladies u hoin lie pointed 
out to us , one of them bad been as niiandoncd 
os Mcssalina, and os cruel ns Nero The other 
liad kept her hoir-drcsscr enclosed m n cage 
beside her bed, because she was old and ugly, 
and was afraid that the public might learn 
from the talkatno barber that she wore n mg 
Another of them, who wtw a pnneess, dchghlctl 
in seeing indecent scenes performed b) inon 
kc)-s The greater pari of these women en 
joyed a lofty name nnd great acalth but no 
feebng of shame could mcr put a limit (n their 
disorrferir hfe wmc, who ttmed Tamch or 
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Italian, were adorned with a cardinal’s rochetj 
and three of them had tiaras. Maury burst 
into a fit of laughter. “ It is but too true,” 
said he, that these old witches formerly held 
all the sacred college in their claws , they sold 
bishoprics, livings, dispensations, and even made 
Popes in their own way.” We entreated the 
celestial intei’preter to tell us the names of these 
women with the tiaras. “ Two of them,” said 
he, “ have suffered this punishment for more 
than eight hundred years, and it will not pro- 
bably soon cease ; their names are Marozia, 
and hev sister Theodora, formerly famous for 
their beauty, their abandoned conduct, and their 
intrigues at the Court of Rome. It is easy to 
see by their fiuious gestm’es how deeply af- 
flicted they are with the humiliation to which 
they are exposed. They lived in the tenth cen- 
tury. The former was mistress to Pope Ser- 
gius II., by whom she had a son, whom she 
placed by violence in the pontifical chair, by 
the name of John XI., after having caused the 
murder of Pope John X. who lived with her 
sister. Theodora was a monster of infamy and 
wickedness. By Pope John she had a son 
called Crescentius, who was the greatest scoun- 
drel of his age. The latter secluded herself m 
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the Castle of St, Angelo to enjoy her pleasures, 
and made all Rome and its dependent States 
crouch under the yoke of her despotism The 
third lady was called Donna Ohrapia Mnlda- 
chuii, mistress of Pope Innocent X,, whom she 
raised to the pontificate by her scandalous in- 
trigues. She was at once the most cnnmng, 
the most ambitious, the most nvnncious, and 
the most unnatural woman of her age ’ Tho 
most amusing part of the whole is, that Pope 
Innocent himself is now among the mob, and 
js one of the first to hoot at her, to bespatter 
her with tnud, and to reproach her continually 
with all his misfortune#. Their present pu* 
nishment wfll also be of long duration , after 
this they will be condemned to the "Wheel of 
Fortune for ever Amidst that moss of women 
who follow, several united the abandoned con 
duct of Syhantes to the most refined cruelly 
The courtesans belonging to courts Imvc done 
as much in another way wc have only to re- 
member the history of almost every king of 
France, particularly of Loms XIV and Louu 

XV 

Nap At any rate I cannot be rrprondiol 
with having given too much power to women 
dunng my reign for I never considvm! them 
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any thing more than a momentary pastime, and 
that was all. It is true that several libertines 
of my court gave them, by underhand means, 
the light of interceding, but it was always 
without my knowledge ; at any rate, I could 
not provide for every thing, nor prevent every 
thing that was wrong. 

Mauri/. For my own part, I confess that I 
had alwa3's a strong inclination for the fair sex. 
The ladies of Montefiascone still remember my 
gallantry; I was then young; but uith this 
exception, I was never shamelessly immoial 
like many of my brethren. Do you remember, 
while speaking of this subject, the history of 
a certain signature forced from Gonsalvi by 
police agents, who surprised him in a Cardinal’s 
dress along with girls of the Palais Royal in 
Paris, at the time he was the Papal Nuncio at 
' your court ? 

Nap. I remember it well enough, for I my- 
self gave the order to Savary . . . But 

what sort of men are those we see farther 
down — those men wdth the enormous musta- 
chioes ? The Genius carried us in a moment 
to this distant spot, and the supposed musta- 
chioes were neither more nor less than iron gags 
placed across the mouths of some thousands of 
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individualj, as naked ns worms, and all covered 
with mod, whom the people were funously 
striking at with sticks having pins fixed nt the 
end. The more th^ endeavoured to escape, 
the more ftinously the people drove them back 
mth their pointed sticks. These ivTCtchcs twist- 
ed themselves into every attitude of despair , hut 
they were too well gagged to be able to cry 
out I felt some pity for tlicm Tlie Genius, 
who read the thoughts of my heart, instantly 
said to me Thou canst not pity those men 
without committing nn, when thou Icamcst 
that they employed their lives m laying snares 
for their fellow-creatures, in deceiving their 
sunpliaty, In plunging them into dungeons, in 
dragging them to execution, m dcspolbng them 
of wealth and honour. In causing the nun and 
desolation of ramillcs, and in causing the moral 
degradation of mankind to sucli n degree, that 
a third part of Hell is peopled by the victims of 
these villmus. They were all cunning 8]»ics, 
secret agents of police, the instigators of revolt, 
and the persecutors of tocq of talent and leanv- 
ing, in short, the spies of all the countnw 
subject to bad govcmnicnts If nn> cnrainals 
ever merited condign punishment, kurcly these 
arc the men, for thev Knew well that ihctr 
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trade was infamous ; they perceived how many 
evils their secret influence caused to society, 
and yet sordid interest stifled the cries of re- 
morse. The grand chaplain, Antony de 
Mouchi, from whom they got their name,"^ will 
stfll swim for a thousand ages (along wdth the 
English Jefferies, who was of the same stamp) 
in company udth the inquisitors, in the burning 
zone that surrounds the infernal hemisphere ; 
after this, they wdll come hither to be tormented 
to all eternity. What idea can we form of a 
government that rests for support on such peo- 
ple as these, unless that it is vicious, oppressive, 
and founded on false principles, contrary to 
the very essence of government — the general 
welfare 

These reflections of the Genius overwhelmed 
me with shame, when I remembered that I had 
myself employed such men during my reign ' 
I sighed profoundly, but dared not justily my- 
self. My invisible gmde had again the gene- 
rosity to comfort me, by saying : “ ThOu hast 
lived in the midst of troubles and dissensions ; 
thy government was exposed to the hatred and 
snares of others, so that it was necessary for 


* Viz. Mouchards — spies 
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thee to employ spies, to be armed against sur- 
prise, but wlint need have peaceful govern- 
ments of tbcin, who are neither exposed to war 
nor opposition, nor hostile coalitions, unless it 
be to torment their own subjects ? \ATint nc 
cessity IS there for the contemptible States of 
Piedmont, the Pope, Naples, or Modena, to be 
swarming with spies ^ As for the Austrian 
Goremraent in Italy, the case is very dificrcnt 
Austria has usurped the rule of that countrj 
agmnst the wiU of every class, and by the right 
of the strongest it cannot, therefore, sufficient- 
ly multipl? Its scaffolds and occcuUoncrs, tliat 
it may itifie general indignation by means of 
general terror , but this will not prevent its 
dominion from passing nuay, nor iu ngcuts from 
seeing renlired hire, in n tcmblc manner, the 
prophecy of the Hebrew Judge Au blood thall 
be upon pou and upon pour children Tims 
spoke the Genius, and every word went to the 
bottom of my heart Is U possible, thought I 
that I actually took for my wife the daughter 
of n despot, on whose head w cighs such a heavy 
rcsponsihUity ? 1 mw right wlicn, m tolling 

of this allmncc during inv life I sold ‘ I hace 
placrd tup feel over nn tthpss covered \nth Jlctr^ 
ers' Oh luj non' Oh. Mnni 
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Tears fell fi’om my eyes ; a host of me- 
lancholy reflections crowded upon my memory 
— and for some moments I foigot that I had 
left the world above. “ I have akeady told 
thee,” resumed the Genius, “ that men are re- 
sponsible for their own actions, and not for the 
actions of others, particularly when these do 
not depend upon the former. As for thy son, 
now brought up in the old vicious principles 
destructive of sound philosophy, — ^it may hap- 
pen that, in rising to manhood, a ray of light 
. may penetrate his mind, and cause him to leave 
the highway of error for the path of tmth : 
then, by the shadow of thy name, he udll be 
enabled to assemble round him a host of indivi- 
duals; by whom he may accomplish the great 
work which thou didst begin under such happy 
auspices, but which was in part destroyed by 
thy own fault, and in part by the occurrence of 
adverse circumstances. Thou shalt then be 
associated in his renown, as if thou wert alive. 
But if, on the other hand, thy son grovels in 
obscure mediocrity, the blame will fall upon the 
authors of his ignorance ; and yet when he be- 
comes a iman, his indolence will also weigh upon 
his own shoulders, for he will irresistibly know 
the duties which destiny commands from 'the 
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SOU of such a father * For thy \nfc, think of 
her no more , she is unworthy of thr remem- 
brance , vile and degraded, she bas,witliout effort, 
crouched to the yoke imposed on her hr her 
senseless Cither , and her corrupt heart has ob- 
jured, in favour of a hollow courtier, that nohic 
pnde which should ha\c been the portion of o 
woman who was adorned mth the title of thy 
wife. Cease also to pity thy adopted son 
knowest thoQ not that bis arance led him to 
refbse some sums of men destined to accom 
phah thy deliverance, although he wnj indebted 
to thee for all his fortune ?” I confess that 
this communication rent my heart ** Ilow," 
Bflid If ** could I possibly believe in tlic honour 
of sutdi n pcijurcd son I How often have I not 
Kud at St Helena that I felt no crabarmssment 
in applying to bun uho oned me all he pos 
5CS5ed — who held his rent IVom me and all his 
wealth ' I should have thought It an insult to 
him to have doubted for a moment of hl» eager 
ness, particularly as I had chnras upon him for 
more than ten or twelve millions — Iiow painful 
IS ingratitude to a heart that never knew It 1 * 
But all at once remming my usual 
courage, I exclaimed, “ I-ord, thv will be done ' 
We directed our (light towards the IkuiVs oT 
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the river, where Louis and Francesclii had just 
lauded : when I reached the ground, I eagerly 
related to them all that I had seen. 

Fvan. I know all these pai’ticulars ; the 
attorneys pi}’’ their trade without relaxation, 
sometimes in one district, and sometimes in 
another ; they spend their time in chicanery. 
The old court ladies go out in the attire you 
have seen four times a month ; in the interval, 
they are confined to nasty holes, where vermin, 
and the remembrance of what they have been, 
do not tend to make them the happiest beings 
in the circle. The spies are exposed to the 
attacks of the people for tliree hours every day ; 
they then pass the rest of their time in plying 
their trade, under the command of an examiner 
(which is synonymous with a commissary of 
police) ; their duty is to watch for the anival 
of new-comers, and to inform their leader. 

“ Then,” said I, “ the spies who crowded 
round me at the time of my descent, were tor- 
mented some hours afterwards 

Fran. Assuredly. 

Louis. How happy it would be, if such was 
the case in the world above ; nobody would be 
found willing to undertake such a vile trade, 
and society would be so much the happier ! I 
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am impatient to see Uie amvnl of some ladies 
of my acqaaintance, who, during my reign, 
thought fit to say that I was n Jncolim, so ranch 
were they imbued with pnde and folly I It 
would be a laughable sight to see thar gnmaca 
on their first arrival , but I should laugh much 
more, if I saw covered with rags and Terrain, 
that peacoch (os vain os he i» silly) my former 
first gentleman of the bed*chnrabcr 1 

Maury Being of bongs, how profound are 
thy riews — how adrzurable is thy justice ♦ TIic 
return of a single inhabitant of these regions 
to the earth would impress the necessity of nr 
tue upon every bosom ct if men 

ftaw the future before them, they would hare 
no merit in being nrtuoas we must tlicrcfore 
admit, with a sage In the regions nbore — 

“ ^VhateTC^ is, is nght '* 

Leans let it must also be admitted that 
there u a great deal of enl , for surely If oD 
these wretches, who ore in imscry, could choo-w 
between annihilation and existence, tlicy would 
undoubtedly prefer the former, thtJtfore tbor 
ciaitcncc is not a benefit 

Maury It is not a benefit, rcUtlvcty to 
themselves, but it becomes so In tlie general 
urstem , It w true that they are sunk In mmr 
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but it depended on themselves to liave turned 
towards virtue. In fact, how could men con- 
ceive the idea of virtue, if no crimes existed'? 
how could they know the value of knowledge, 
if ignorance had never been known ? Zoroaster, 
the great philosopher of antiquity, with justice 
defined the world a discordant harmony of 
things. Examine for a moment the mass of 
created things, beginning with the elements, 
and extending your enquiry to beings endowed 
mth an immortal soul; you every where find 
contrasts, anomalies, and degrees of compari- 
son ; yet from this mass of discordant things, 
springs the perfection of creation. What means 
this arrangement, except that God, in his udsdom, 
'wished to show men how much gratitude and 
love they owe to him, for having placed their 
species in the noblest and most sublime rank of 
creation on the terrestrial globe ? I speak only 
of the latter, for we know not as yet the won- 
ders contained by the myriads of worlds that 
roll through the universe. Yet, what a distance 
is there between the inhabitants of these worlds 
and justified spirits ; and what still gi’eater dis- 
tance between the latter and those who were 
glorified from all eternity ' Yet what distance 
from these again to the Supreme Intelligence ; to 


N 
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him who IS at once the essence end the pnna- 
ple of all things f" 

The cardinal’s metaphysicnl dissertation was 
about to continue , but our attention nas called 
away by a distant noise, sunDar to that which 
might be produced by ten thousand steam- 
engines all in operation at once. ” Doubt- 
less,’ said I to Franccschi, “ this w the ob- 
ject of our peregrination " “ Precisely," said 

he, that may be easily imogined, b> the noise 
and the noture of the ennrons ” 

We passed over a marshy solb s^'anning 
with innumerable insect* and hideous reptiles 
in the midst of this disgusting plain rose a ar* 
cnlar building, a kind of ibrtress, cromied with 
towers, from the centre of which rose a turret 
of prodigiou* deration, (it was lost in the fogs, 
and the spints from without could ncrcr dis- 
cover its summit,) constantly Uiromngback the 
beings we had taken for harpies at a distance, 
but which wc now discovered to Ire men Tlie 
force of the shock sndi, that these nnfor 
tnnate beings described a parabola of at J<wt 
fire thcaisnnd fi\c hundred toiscs before they 
fell into the surrounding marsh n here Iro 
mersed up to the breast they slonly made tlidr 
way back again to the fortress, through the 



IN THK OTHEK -WORLD. 179 

liquid filth and the innumerable unclean rep- 
tiles until which it was covered. "SVe looked in 
silence upon this novel scene, and walked one 
after the other on the top of one of the hundred 
narrow dykes, that aie raised twelve feet above 
the surface. They were two leagues in length, 
and led from the banks of the marsh to one of 
the hundred gates, by which Franceschi told 
us that this second Thebes was surrounded. 
“ Wh}’-,” said I, “ do not these poor reprobates 
get up upon the dykes, and thus avoid the 
misery of wading through the mire Be- 

cause,” replied' Franceschi, “ they arc not al- 
lowed to do so : several of them have the har- 
dihood to infringe the prohibition ; but they 
are instantly seized with such a dizziness that 
they fall back head-foremost into the marsh, in 
the midst of these disgusting insects. There is 
every reason, therefore, wliy they should prefer 
fatigue to such a punishment.” At the very mo- 
ment I was going to make some further inqui- 
ries of Franceschi, Louis was struck on the 
cheek by a large toad, thrown at him by one of 
the reprobates. We stopped, on hearing him 
cry out, to see who the ofiender could be ; but 
he was so filthy that a scavenger standing be- 
side him would have looked like a fop He 

N 2 



\ \\-0» M>N 


I Si) 

Iiad comi. up ipitlo »'liw IxMit^lU )<»> ftw\ 'ft ft) 
prqvirinp \mU> wuvwomm lo lliw'ft 

nil tl>e nplilo* lu' wnW Inj hold I'l' nl Ih'wU, 
" lioiii lio cnlknl fillv </< V'n«\i'<''i 111, « Itli 

hi^ wnnd, took imw' lo pivvinit Idini ItiillU 
cnixl out i» n (itmilmi " Mlml 1ii\\v )v«i tii 
«n\ npnliKl iiii. mnvi of mwd V' "1 w Iftli," )'i'» 
pU«l Iho n pwlmU', ** liv W i'\i|ti' iw sidf I'l) > i)\) 
n* fnr nft 1 cnii, fur llii' tmdi' >m) Hindi' illi' 
lirnctUo nt Itio ciiiiiiiH'iiivmi'iit of ,) mu' IIhiII^Ii 
n-'lgii I 1( wiw 111 nld Miwr ili'WK, mill 

tlio ftk'Mh of )nm' nirllim, tlinl 1 ii Imiidi'iHl 
tiiiicft limnijoil till' mmi mIiiihi 1 w'l' wllli im 
toiiiftliiiipiit li) jmir nidi' I lii'iii'i' ll liniilM'llwl 
Ltmt, Mill'll 1 dll'll, 1 Mnn liiiU'd mid t’'ii’i'1'idi'd 
lij nil k’niiin ^ 

VniMn, (Inn llinV In' llio smilin' iididnli'V of 
mr) mici'i'iwli (' (oiii’rmiii'id Urn IIiIm', im> 
Urnlcfiil liitrl((iH'r, tho dUliirln'i' of llin i|\dol of 
III!' Iiiitiittii rnivf I litiio oidj mu' lldii|j In miv 
to jmi If you M'm'd mo, ll iiim ii)i)iiiiimllv 
Ix-xniiw you luiiiid yimr loloii'nl 111 wi ilidil)ii 
nild, nliico our lol In (llllon'illlY I'lDl III till* 
Morld, ll In iiol my riiiilt If you nn' liiiiv hiillll- 
inln(? ivllli llio lotuln. 

I iihw flit wiiriidy lidorontt'd, mul I'ulild nut 



IN THE OTHER AVORLD, 


181 


help saying to him : “ What, miserable wretch ' 
are' you not satisfied with having caused, by 
your base intiigues, the misfortune of universal 
Europe^ Is it not enough that you quenched 
your insatiable thirst of gold ; that you betrayed 
the republic, the empire, and the royal cause ; 
that you plunged into every diplomatic intrigue 
that promised you any advantage *, that you 
conspired my destruction with tlie treacherous 
Metternich ; that you were the first to broach 
the plan of my divorce, when it was far from 
my thoughts ^ Were you not too fortunate in 
escaping my just resentment at the time of the 
emissary of Basle ^ Do you still pretend to 
have acted right 

The Ex-Minister. You may say to ine what- 
ever you please,' I shall make no reply ; it is 
just that you overwhelm me with reproaches, 
since I so ungratefully repaid your benefits, 
and, in truth, I would have taken good care not 
to appear before you ; but for that man, in 
whose cause I betrayed my conscience and ho^ 
nour, for whom I supported insult and remorse, 
and who, as my sole reward, drove me from 
the management of affairs ; against him I can-' 
not help' displaying my bitter animosity, more 
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particularly as be la now on an equality with 
me , that he must hare been one of the guilty, 
smee he is here, and that 

Loui$ Hold your tongue, miserable wretch ' 
To beUeve all these rascals, it would seem 
that I was the sole cause of thar ruin , while 
there was no intrigue nor baseness they did not 
make use of to get lucrative enipIo)Tncnls on 
my return Truly, I also was urged forward 
by other* to do what I did, but must I on 
that account hate them dnnag all eternity ? 
No, certainly, many men doubtless *ln from 
mere weakness, but many others have done 
enl, because such was thcjr intention 
The Ex Minister was about lo recoromcncc 
hi* oppheation of toads a second tunc, when 
Fmnceschi ordered him, in on cncrgcijc tone, to 
pursue his journey, whicli he did, after bursting 
forth into a torrent of invective, 

AD round us, on each «dc of the dyke, there 
was a great number of bnlf-immcrscd repro* 
bates, who were making Ihclr vvTiy back to the 
tower , one of them, who was quite clo^c to 
us, looked at us with great attention He had 
a very iU4ooking countenance Fran 

ceschl told ut not to pay any nttcntlon to him . 
that his name was Katch, on Attorney-fJeneral 
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or Fiscal-Greneral, in the reign of Fredeiic 
William. He had a most atrocious heart. Im- 
mediately beside him we saw another, who was 
attempting to get up upon the dyke. “ Let 
him alone,” said Francesclii, “ he will soon 
fall back head-foremost into the mire. He 
richly deserves it ' It is Laubardemont. ^ 

Louis. Ah * gentlemen of the long robe, this 
marsh is very large — there is plenty of room 
for you ! 

Franc You have seen a specimen of the 
spirits condemned to the Wheel oj' Fortune. 
They are the most unruly in all Politicopolis, 
the most blinded to their own' state, and the 
reprobates who work with most obstinacy and 
spirit, for they are convinced that they will 
gain by their perseverance the object, of their 
desire, durable happiness ; hence, you ^vill hear 
them talk proudly, even in the midst of their 
punishments. It is true that aU are not of the 
same class as these. In general, the most 
wicked are those of the two first regions ; as 
we advance, their character becomes milder in 
proportion as their sufferings diminish. A bad 
spirit, who has become the prey of misfortune, 

• The unjust judge, who condemned Urban Grandier 
for sorcery 
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becomes a hundred times more wicked!— I^ook 
around you — they swarm bke flies 

Maury Before we enter, tdl us what sort 
of individuals we shall have to do with 

Frwic Fii^ of all you will find all the most 
famous misers, usurers, stock-jobbers, and 
bankers in Europe, namely, all those, who, 
without any industry useful to society, had 
the art of acquiring an cstorbitant mass of 
wealth by impovenshing the Inbonous dosses — 
those who painfliUy amassed, penu) by penny, 
colossal fortunes and died in misery in the 
iTudst of their nebes, (for they conid not bear 
the idea of spending the smallest portion of it) 
chanty, compassion, or generous sentiments 
never entered into their souls they savi men 
dying with hunger around them, inthout being 
in the sbghtest degree alfcctod \ ou utU also 
find those great forcstallcrs, who took ad 
vantage of a year of scarcity to Iiuy up all the 
gram, and cared for nothing hut how to fiU 
their own strong boxes, unmoved by tlic 
wailing of a whole people dying of hunger, all 
those wealthy manufacturers who endcarourrd 
to diminish as much os they could the bread 
of the unfortunate workmen whom tlicy em- 
ployed, and along with these, all partial and 
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prevaricating judges. There is also a great 
number of Venetian senators, who were in- 
quisitors of state, or members of the Council of 
Ten ; all the roguish artists who by fraud and 
intrigue procured the patronage and the money 
of rich fools, to the detriment of modest men 
who possessed real talent ; all courtiers with 
treacherous hearts and intriguing minds ; the 
haughty of all ranks and professions ; the base 
flatterers of power ; and finally, you will see 
all the diplomatic agents, who, by their in- 
fluence or knowledge, held in tbeii* hands the 
destinies of nations, and who, instead of co- 
operating to produce the happiness of mankind, 
(as their bounden duty was,) assisted in op- 
pressing them, in loading them with chains, 
and in selling them like herds of cattle. 

“ Great God exclaimed I, “ by what 
special favour have I avoided the fate of these 
unfortunate beings ?” The Genius replied, “ The 
author of all things grants no special favours 
to any one to the prejudice of others ; he is 
simply just His infinite justice extends over 
all that exists ; the oppressed, the sufferer, the 
poor man, all find compensations for their 
sufferings, sooner or later, if they loved virtue, 
and supported patiently during their hves the 
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painful duty of forming on integrant portion of 
a class necessaiy to the views of the universal 
system The poor man might hare been bom 
nch that advantage was not in hia own power , 
but it was necessary that ho should exist The 
Creator has sown in the heart* of all men the 
seeds of virtue, and has given them the power 
of foUowmg good or evU, according to their 
capnee. Now virtue u the only real inhc- 
ntance of man Tlie virtuous poor man, after 
his death, forgets what he has autfered, and is 
entirely absorbed in a fcllaty which is to last 
for ever , whilst the greatest punishment of the 
wicked IS their recollection of the post Thus 
thou mavest praise his clemency, inosmudi as 
he pennittod that course of events that gave 
thee up for some years to misfortune and 
remorse, but behove not that he thought fit to 
favour tbcc more than another, for all men are 
equal in his eves 

The thundering noise of the grand tower 
now became still greater Wo were at the 
end of the dyke, and the iron gate being shut, 
a great number of the spirits who came out of 
the marsli rushed forward, (like a sw'arm of 
insect*,) to lay hold of the spikes with wlilch 
it was covered Franccschi wint forward, and 
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struck with his customary wand. The door 
opened instantly. Five men, so blackened that 
they might have been taken for Cyclops, came 
forward, each of them with a heavy hammer in 
his hand; they were preparing to strike any 
one who should dare to glide aMmy into the in- 
terior without passing through the customary 
formalities, (viz. ablution and classification) ; 
but their arms stopped at sight of the Pre- 
sident and the other spirits of superior rank. 
Theu’ crabbed looks assumed a submissive and 
mild aspect They asked us what they could 
do to serve us Nothing,” replied Franceschi ; 
“do your, [duty towards the crowd that besieges 
your gate ; as for us, we wish only to visit the 
interior, and have no need of any one.” They 
bent their heads in sign of respect, and betook 
themselves to their duties. A few steps from 
us were twelve wells arranged along three 
sides of a square : over each well was a 
windlass, from which hung two buckets, that 
'were continually descending or ascending. 
Each well was attended by two men of the 
same class as those at the gate. The duty of 
the one was to take the condemned spirits, one 
by one, and put them into the empty bucket ; 
the other hauled them up out of the water. 
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Thu ceremony was used to punfy the spmts 
who came from the marsh , they descended 
covered with mud, and came up quite cleansed 
The purified spmts then passed through a 
double row of the keepers, who struck the most 
imruly with hammers, and ordered them, ac 
cording to their doss, to their customary' 
labour I asked Frnnccschi the object of this 
classificaticm ** It is absolutely neccssaiy,” 
replied he , “ without it cvciy one w ould be 
free to take the nearest road to gain his oum 
ends , besides, they arc not ali guiity in (lie 
some degree, and it u just that the labour l>c 
proportioned according to their ments. ^Vc 
odvanced into the interior It would require 
volumes to give on odoquntc description of it 
First of all we saw Iwforc us nn enormous rock 
of scmiarcular form, com ex, at (he foot of 
which was n range of caves, through i\hich 
passed thousands of condemned splnts, driven 
along by the jntUcss keepers, with tlicir 
hammers, tlicy made loud lamentaliotis, nnd 
seemed ovonvhclmod with terror at tlic pro 
spect of leaving the hght of day lo be bumnl in 
these Iiomlilc sulitcrmncous bran 

ccschi explained to us the cause of thnr tl» 
Bpair « Each of these openings tlwt jou see," 
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said he, “ leads to an immense abyss, that is 
three miles below the surface we now occupy : 
from the lowest point to the level of the soil, 
there exists a pile of scaffolding that goes from 
the centre in radii, each sixty paces wide at 
the circumference, and a hundred paces in 
height, which makes the number amount to 
three thousand (in depth) , but, as the number 
of the circular radii is a hundred and twenty- 
four, and they are sepai*ated, two by two, by a 
corridor five feet wide, it folio W’^s that the total 
circumference of the interior of the tower is 
seven thousand seven hundred and fifty feet 
The radii are twelve hundred and ninety feet 
towards the centre, which is formed by an 
enormous round colmnn, which serves as a 
pivot to the labyrinth, and a prison in case of 
tumult. The entire enclosure is filled up with 
these astonishing works : the works under 
ground are all of iron , but from the surface to 
the top of the turret, they are formed of wood, 
ivory, fine gold, and precious stones ; so that 
the grand machine is really divided into five 
districts, called regioiis , namely, the Iron 
region, the Wooden region, the Ivory region, 
the Gilt region, and the Royal region. The 
first, as we have already said, is three thousand 
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paces deep , the others are each a mile higher , 
the last of all is nothing more than n mag 
nificent palace of two stones, and a hundred 
and fifty feet high , the whole together forrai 
an extent, in a straight hne, of six thousand 
a hundred and fidj paces. As what you will 
see without is comfbrmahlo, with some slight 
difference*, to what exists under ground, wc 
shall spare oursdves the horror of Ndllling the 
works at the bottom , but it 1* impossible for iw 
to penetrate into the labynnlh without going 
through one of these door*, ns tlic rock extends 
so far, that it even conceals from our new the 
top of the turret 

Louii Do you think that I may go into the 
interior without dnnger ? 

Trane You may be |)crfcctly at your ease 
on that score your destiny protects }o\i, and 
at any rate the inliaintnnts of thc^ places are 
too busy vath their work, and too much in 
tercsted in pursuing it, to take the slightest 
llben),c7cn were the sujicnnlcndcnU not ol 
ways rcadr to chastise (hem 

Francc^hi entered by the inltldlc gate, and 
we followed him into the abyss Of off (hat / 
had hitherto seen, 'nothing hnd produced on my 
imagmotjon such a singular combination of 
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astonishment, surprise, conflicting ideas, and 
terror. It was necessary, first of all, to pass 
over, by a narrow bar of iron, a hole ten feet 
ivide, before we reached one of the conidors, 
which, as has been mentioned, separate the 
radii. From this elevation, the condemned 
spirits sprung headlong to the bottom in curs- 
ing their existence. Maury asked if they were 
all forced to go to the bottom. Franceschi said 
that some were forced to go the whole distance, 
but that others laid hold of the works higher 
up, and others higher again, according to the 
proportion of their respective punishment. In 
effect, we remarked several who stopped on the 
same level with om’selves, and immediately laid 
hold of the wheels that were vacant. The pro- 
found obscmity which necessarily inveloped 
these infernal works, was broken only by the 
dark-red gleams of the torches used by the 
smiths who superintended the operations. The 
latter ran in every direction, giving blows of 
their hammers as they passed along. What 
noise — what tumult — what horrible confusion ' 
Every scaffolding along the length of the radius, 
contained hundreds of toothed wheels, springs, 
and levers, all in movement, though in opposite 
directions. The condemned were borne along 
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by the raovement, but each of them had also to 
attend to the rotation of the cylinder above 
him, which went m an opposite direction and 
with great velocity , tb^ had then to leave the 
first wheel, lay hold of the second, go round 
with it several time*, before they could be sure 
of the third, Und be particularly careful not 
to take the advance of any of their com- 
panions, for, if once conftiaion arose, the 
equiKbnum was deatroyoi , then, driven off 
from the r^nlar rotation, they ran the risk of 
being Btrudc by the surrounding springs, which 
constantly threw down, mto the scaffolding be- 
neath, any unfortunate being wlio by cnreless- 
nets or imprudence exposed himself to their 
action These springs consisted of wide elastic 
plates of polished steel, which were set^ in mo- 
tion by the lower rafterx of the wood-work, and 
continually presented their points os certain 
wheels moved along, which, besides their usual 
toothwork, had sahont catches for this purpose. 
The greatest noise was made by the shooting 
of these treacherous plates, and their re-action 
was temble to those who were exposed to thefr 
Influence We were witnesses ourselves of this 
singular operation Fronceschi assured us, that 
the ascent, from the bottom to the height wc 
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occupied, could be made (in case no accident 
occurred) in thirty-five days, but that a great ' 
number could not succeed in four months, on 
account of the action of the springs : certain 
spu’its even fell from one scaffolding to another, 
and found themselves as far advanced as at 
their first outset. That then the spirits, who 
retmTied from the marsh, were forced to wait 
their turn, till there were places vacant ; that 
great quarrels arose between them in this inter- 
val “ It is down there,” said he, “ that the tu- 
multis prodigious, and that the trade of a smith 
requires wonderful activity. The people who 
govern here are as unfortunate as those who 
suffer : the men employed in working the eter- 
nal machine were themselves guilty of grave 
offences during their lives. Some were en- 
dowed with great mechanical talents, and em- 
ployed them in inventing machines destructive 
of personal liberty, or instruments of punish- 
ment and death, with which the powerful ones 
of the earth have so long tormented the human 
race Others were tools of tjranny ; — gaolers of 
the Bastille and other state prisons — alguazils 
of the Holy Brotherhood — and the executioners 
of despotic monarchs. There you will find St. 
Regent and Carbon, accomplices in constructing 
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the infernal machine intended for your destruc- 
tion , end a host of commissanes of police, who, 
instead of devoting their time to the preserva- 
tion of order and tranquflhty, assisted in ex- 
ating the hatred of rival factions — their duty 
does not go beyond the works m wood, as you 
will soon see The following scaffoldings are 
superintended by women ” 

" Whet a ringulat thing I" exclaimed Louis 
" These men," continued Francesdii, “ are 
employed according to senionty the new- 
comers superintend the bottom of the gulph , 
they then ascend by degrees to the wooden 
worts, where they usually remain three or four 
centuries , after that, they retire to the charge 
of the wdls. The care of the gates is given only 
to those who are most highly favoured.’ 

The frightful noise, which stunned us on 
every nde, made it very difficult for us to con- 
verse together besides, the ccmtmual prospects 
before us, the groans and the incessant efforts 
of the wretches by whom we were surrounded, 
were not well fitted to captivate our attention 
loj^ Mauiy said that this spot was the true 
bngmo of Pohticopolis I showed Franceschi 
my anxious wish, to ascend os quickly as possi 
blc to a port of the works lighted by the my* 
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of day. He replied, that the third above lis was 
the first that was of wood. We could Rot get 
thither except through the wheels ; and I was 
greatly embarrassed at first, till my guide 
worked his customary wonders. I called to 
him for assistance. “ Here,” said he to me, 
“ thou art, like every other, subject to the 
imperfections of a gross substance, which even 
I have not the power of changing, till we leave 
this place ; but no harm will happen to thee, 
nor to the Elect who accompanies thee. As 
for the other two, the President, aided by his 
wand, has the power of going every where ; 
but the other spirit would run great risk, were 
he to layjiold of the wheelwork by himself, 
without assistance ; and on that account I allow 
him to lay hold of one end of the President’s 
wand, by which means he ’svill ascend in safety. 
Look to that corner of the square, and you will 
find a place by which you will be able to ascend. 
I advanced cautiously by the aid of a torch 
that passed near us. 1 perceived a perpendi- 
cular range of vacant wheels, which seemed to 
be so from the very bottom to the top, for, as 
far as my eyes could reach, I could not perceive 
a single spirit upon tliem. "When I examined 
their movements more carefully, I saw dis- 
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tinctly on every wheel, several large letters cut 
out round the edge Those that struck me tlie 
most were MTPdiBHLVP If I 
had then enjoyed the mtefligence of the elect, 
I should have instantly guessed the mtention 
of the letters but, dothed in a form almost 
human, I confess that for the moment I could 
make out nothing of the meaning Pranceschi 
also knew nothing of it as yet. However, 
we were forced to ascend by the empty wheeK 
I b^n 6rat, and the others followed, I 
was much sarpnsed to 6nd that 1 was more 
successflil than I had expected at first, tbr, assist- 
ed by ray feet only, I was bfted up from one 
wheel to another, as if 1 bad walked up ordi- 
nary steps , with this difference, Ihot the ceu- 
tnAigal motion gave me n very agreeable sen- 
sation We soon reached the story above, and 
from that, the first scaffoldmg of wood, which 
being beyond the rock, received its light from 
the foggy atmosphere that reigns eternally in 
the vast environs of PobticopoUs / could then 
examine the men who were working and ns 
cognise several of them The first of all was 
Augerean he was turnmg roimd on a whed 
quite dose to us, and seemed to be making every 
exertion to lay hold of the second while iib 
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menaced with his fist a lanky spirit with a long 
nose, who attempted to lay hold of it before 
him. I gazed upon the latter for a moment, 
and recognised KoUy, (the general sent by the 
Austrians to command the Pope’s troops, a 
short time after the latter had signed the treaty 
of Tolentino in 1797 That treaty, as may be 
easily imagined, was very different from being 
warlike ' ) “ What,” exclaimed I, leaving my 
wheel, and addressing the Duke of Castigfione, 
“ old growler, is this the fate that awaited you?” 

Ah ' there you are too,” exclaimed he in his 
turn, but still turning round, come and post 
it with me, and try if you can get in first.” 
KoUy also 'asked me ironically, if I had come 
thither to found a republic. “ If I did not pity 
you, I would rather ask you what have become 
of the nine days’ prayers which Pius VI. or- 
dered for the success of your arms, and the sal- 
vation of your soul?” “ Pius VI. and I, as 
well as many other respectable people, were the 
victims of the corruption of the age.” — It is 
a pity,” replied I, with a srahe, ** that the cor- 
rupters and their victims do not now share the 
same fate ” He did not understand me, and I 
left him. 

Louis, when he came to the level of the 
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wheel on which was Aogerean, thus addressed 
him » I am very sony, Dnke of Cnstigbofle , 
for the troubles you were exposed to on my ac- 
count,’ 

" On your account ^ Learn that I did not 
act for you at the tune of my defection (for I 
knew nothing of you whatever) , what I did 
was for my own personal satisfaction I was 
tired of that man (pointing to me) , I hod got all 
I wanted from hun , I wanted repose, and al>- 
jnred his cause,” 

** Fine repose, truly, has he found T ex-* 
claimed Maury 

iVop Yet this IS the very language hrfd by 
all those who remain m the world above 

Fran And they will all hkewiae come to 
have their share of these wheels, when their 
turn comes round 

We passed cm, or rather we mounted along 
several wheels, which were all marked with 
mysterious initials I wished to obtain some 
explanation from the Gemus, but a spirit whom 
I had formerly known, came so near me that 
my attention was called away , this was the 
Corate dEntrngnes, my old UbeDer ungrate- 
ful by nature an adventurer by profession, he 
attempted to fibel me, after I had rendered 
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him great services.” . . “ And are you 

also,” said he,- “ amongst us 

‘‘ Don’t rejoice yet, wretch ; accident may 
place me for a moment on the same level with 
'you, but our respective portions have no ana- 
logy together. Do you remember the Hbel you 
published in Switzerland ?”^ 

“ Would to heaven that, instead of a libel, I 
had collected five hundred thousand bayonets 
to annihilate you.” 

“ Yet what harm did I ever do you ? But 
what ’s the use of speaking to these hardened 
beings ?” ^ 

Fran. I already gave you notice that you 
would gain nothing by it. “ You are right : 
let us pursue our journey.” 

We had now reached the last wooden scaf- 
folding but one. Tumult and confusion were 
at their height ; the place might have been 

* When Napoleon was at Mittau he had the generosity 
to set the Conite d’Entragnes at liberty, who had been 
brought before him as an agent of the Bourbons, and a 
conspurator The latter found his way to Switzerland, and 
displayed his gratitude by wtiting a hbel against Napo- 
leon, which was blamed even by the hostile diplomatic 
agents of the time This intriguing man went to Eng- 
land, where he was murdered by his servant, who ivished 
to rob his master — (Editor ) 
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taken for the temple of duconL The supenn- 
tendance of the smiths with their threatening 
hammers, was scarcely sufficient to restrain 
the rebds who were collected tc^ther I re- 
marked a great nomber of Russian uniforms, 
and displayed my desire of knowing the mdi- 
vidnals For this purpose, we placed ourselves 
on an iron bar near the wheel-work Maury 
was beside merOnd able to hear the explana 
tions of our mvisihle guide, who thus spoke 
“ DesUny has permitted that these spirits, for- 
merly so turbulent, so selfish, so ambitious of 
wealth and titles, so oppressive to the buman 
race, should be assembled here, that they may 
expiate their enmes, not only by the customary 
labour of the wheels, but by their hatred, their 
jealousy, their revenge, and all the evil pas- 
sions which they constantly brooght into ope- 
ration, during their prospenty at a most cor 
rupted court The two first, who seem so cn 
terpnsing, are Kretschetnikow and Kakow'ski, 
the tools of Cathenoc II They overturned 
the Polish constitution, which the pusillanl- 
mous Stanislaus (formerly one of Catherines 
lovers) bad not the courage to defend The 
spirit lower down, who makes ridiculous con- 
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loi lions, is Lainbro, wlio was originally a pi- 
rate, and afterwards became the buffoon and 
physician of the Northern despot. 

At this moment a spring struck a gigantic 
spirit, who was contending udth three other 
spirits for the order of precedence in making 
the ascent; the other three were, one after 
another, exposed to the same fate : wlien I cast 
my eyes below, I saw the first sj^irit i^hinging 
among the lower wheels, and the rest follow- 
ing him mthout being able to stop their dorni- 
M’^ard tiight 

The Genius continued : — TJie first is the fa- 
mous Count Alexis Orloff, the favorite of Ca- 
thaiine : to please that vindictive woman, he 
canied off the unfortunate daughter of the 
Empress Elizabeth from Legliorn, and put her 
to death without mercy : before this, he had 
(in concert with Passeck and Banatinski, who 
have just fallen after him) strangled Peter III. 
That man has committed unnumbered crimes 
and cruelties ” 

“ This must truly be the case,” said Maury, 
“ for though he died raving mad, that punish- 
ment has not diminished the one which he 
suffers at this moment” . " ^Vliat knowest 
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thou of the matter ?" said the Gennu « coidd’st 
thou foretell what would have been hla punish- 
ment, had he died in peace ? 

“ The fourth is Potemkin, the most powerful 
of all the liivotintea , he was haughty, mtngu 
mg, unjust, and sanguinary , his eud waa not 
exceedingly happy he died on the road to 
Otschakow, m the anna of his mece Bninit8k.a, 
who remained attached to the service of Ca- 
tharine, under a title that decency forbids me 
to mention A short time before his death, 
Potemkin had given his femous f^e nt the 
Tonne palace, which surpassed in magmhcsence 
the febaloos narratires of iauj tales here his 
punishment consists, like that of many others, 
m never attauimg the olpect which he desires. 
Of these three restless spints who seem to con- 
tend with the wheels, one is TViasemsla, the 
ottomey-^neral of Osthanne, who, to increase 
the capitation tux, reduced to slarcry, by one 
stroke of his pen, the Cossacks, the Tartars, 
and Fionnese, the <?tber two are Besborodko 
and ifaxkoff, depraved mroisters, hut not so 
cruel as the former they are allowed to reach 
the summit, while Wiaseroski cannot go higher 
than the last scaffolding of ivory , hko Orio/T 
nnd a host of others, he falls hack in spite of 
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all liib rcsislniice, and rolls doui), tlirougli tlic 
iilinosl depth or the hcel-u orkh. ” 

At some distance lioin iis. (hunigli the con- 
fusion of sjiiiits and inacliinery, I ‘saw two 
individuals disputing together : one of them, 
who was very tall. as too well know n to me 
not to command my attention. 'I'iiongh I had 
ne\er seen tlu; other, hy the jioilrait (hat liad 
been drawni to me of him, I could guess who 
he was also. I told the Genius my surprise at 
finding tliem togethei. He said to me : “ Mas- 
sena is only here on his w ay njiw ards ; obsta- 
cles do not stop his piogi*css ; lie ascends from 
the veiy bottom to (lie summit, becomes intoN- 
icated, like all the rest, with his shoit-Iivcd 
happiness, and then takes the grand leaj) into 
the marsh to licgin all over again But Su- 
w’arrow cannot say so rmicli ; he wdll still 
require fifty years hefoie he can reach tlie gilt 
region ; as soon as lie reaches the ivoiy region, 
he falls back into the abyss in the same manner 
as his countrymen, wdio have lieen mentioned. 
At this moment he attempts to dispute the 
passage mth Massena, but the latter wall beat 
him.” In effect, I saw Massena boldly climb- 
ing up to the higher wheels : on tiuning round, 
he perceived me, made me a menacing gesture, 
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all his resistance, and rolls dow n, tlirongli the 
utmost depth of the wheel-works.” 

At some distance from us, througli tlic con- 
fusion of spiiits and machinery, I saw two 
individuals disputing togetlier ; one of tliem, 
who was very tall, was too well known to me 
not to command my attention. Thougli I had 
never seen tlic other, by tlic poi trait that had 
been draum to me of liim, I could guess wlio 
he was also. I told the Genius my surprise at 
finding them together. He said to me : “ Mas- 
sena is only here on his way upwards ; obsta- 
cles do not stop his progress ; he ascends from 
the very bottom to tlie summit, becomes intox- 
icated, like all the rest, witli his shoit-lived 
happiness, and then takes the grand leap into 
tlie marsh to begin all over again. But Su- 
warrow cannot say so much ; he nail still 
require fifty years befoi’e he can reach the gilt 
region ; as soon as he reaches tlie ivoiy region, 
he falls back into the abyss in the same manner 
as his countrymen, who Iiave been mentioned. 
At this moment he attempts to dispute the 
passage ivitli Massena, but the latter Avill beat 
him.’’ In effect, I saw Massena boldly climb- 
ing up to the higher wheels : on turning round, 
he perceived me, made me a menacing gesture. 
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and went on hia way Suwairo^y perceired 
me also, and made me a horrible grimace , J 
felt pity for their fiite, for I remembered thdr 
bravery and military talents. Why/ smd I to 
the Gemos, " do these warriors, who have nc- 
qnired such a high reputation, not inhabit a 
r^on worthy of them " Most I teU thee 
ag&iD and ogam," aaid the celestial intelligence, 
“ that the single title of hero is vain and illu- 
sory in the eyes of the Eternal, if it includes 
no other merit than that of having been able 
to slaughter the human race by means of 
tncks, stratagems, and bold monceuvres ? To 
obtain a |Jace m Heaven, a hero most combine 
with the military qualities so much esteemed 
on the earth, those of the just and charitable 
man, of a protector of the weak, of a iiscflil 
legislator, and a defender of the rights of man 
A wise and holy man considers that only to Iw 
the true victory, which conquers by unbroken 
integnty and uniulhed honesty and honour 
Masseim might have Adhlled all these duties, 

50 easy at any rate (particularly to n man ^ )io 
is placed by hb position m the command of 
others, and with the power to enforce obedi- 
ence) but his excessive niTincc not onl) stifled 
these fine sentiments in his soul, but led him to 
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commit acts of injustice and tyranny, and even 
robberies, unworthy of a warrior who plied the 
trade of killing men in the name of liberty ' 

As Suwarrow was nothing more 
than the blind instrument of extermination to a 
most atrocious despotism, it would be useless to 
give an enumeration of his crimes. The blood 
of the unfortunate Poles still calls aloud for ven- 
geance, and the countries which he over-ran, at 
the head of the Northern armies, will preserve for 
ages the recollection of his barbarity. Suwar- 
row is so much the more to be blamed, that he 
had the seeds of virtue within him ; but they 
shone only at rare intervals, like the gleams of 
the sun through a stormy sky.” 

Meanwhile Louis had met with some person 
of his acquaintance, and was pouring upon him 
strong but fruitless reproaches ; “ If, at least,” 
said he, “ that silly courtier had despised men 
of the blood royal with the pride of a repub- 
lican, though he would have been blameable 
for doing so in a vulgar manner, he might have 
been excused on account of the goodness of his 
cause ; but he was himself nothing more than 
a despot in the pay of another despot. It was 
therefore to flatter the pride of his masters at 
the expense of a fallen prince, that he received 
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me in such a beggarly manner at Riga, sitting 
by fus fire-nde, as if I had' been too happy, 
forsooth; to have tht honour of being present 
at his toilet 

Tht Spini I behaved as yon deserved , why 
did you tbmk of passing through the guards, 
who were under anna, wilhont returning their 
salute ? You were then a tang without h king 
dom, and consequently an ordinary man, who 
did not ment so much honour , hut I acted 
very differently to the ex-king of Poland.* 

Z«ouw Well, you have got your proper place 
now— creep, haughty courtier! 

The ex-numsler quitted his wheel to attach 
Louis, but he touched the trigger of n spring, 
and fell headlong into the gulph below 

** Emr thing is to he found in this rc^on,” 
exclaimed Fronceschi The sight of Massena 
had painfully affected me, and, in fact, could I 
forget that he ^ os one of my best generals ? I 
knew his avaricious spint, and had often shut 

* Prince Hepnin iru so pnrad and luolent Utst he 
one day reedred tho imfbrtuMle Stinhlani, king of Po- 
land, in Us dreanng-gOTrn *nd bad the iapodenee to 
tnm his jwk to hnn and to make tba most Indecent ges- 
tures before s mirror so thst tbo UI fsted king confd 
not annd seeing the exceiaiTO contempt and hnmUistioii 
rrith Which he was treated by this ridktJous coortfer — 
(EniToa.) 
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my eyes to his pltinderiDg expeditions. I con- 
sulted the Genius that he 'might deign to in- 
form me if his punishment would be temporary 
or eteiTial ; he told me that as he was punished 
only for this crime, his sufferings would be of 
limited duration. “ All those,” said he, “ who 
are in the same case, such as Augereau, 

V , Davoust, Menu, Rusca, Champi- 

onnet, and other companions of thy first ex- 
ploits, will labour amoOg the wheels here, till 
liberty and the rights of men be firmly esta« 
blished upon the earth. Then will the nations 
forget the cmnes of these watliors, and consider 
them only as the first champions of liberty.” 
“ And will it require a long period before that 
fortunate event occurs “ It iviU. happen 
when the corruption of the nations which have 
again fallen under the yoke of old dynasties, 
shall have reached its acm^ 

Louis. If I am to judge by what I saw be- 
fore my death, and by what exists at this mo- 
ment, the crisis is not far distant : in my time, 
honesty and good faith were completely un- 
known ; and religious hypocrisy will now ac- 
complish the remainder. 

Maury. I shall say the same of Italy ; let 
the Pope, the Austrians, and the Duke of 
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Modena reign a few years longer, and the frnit 
will be npe in that fine country also 

^ap Mighty God • why did I not see in 
the world above what I have witnessed here, 
how many beings would have been preserved 
from misery ' how many blessings would have 
followed me to the grave ’ Let us 

go on I let ua dnuk the bitter draught to the 
very last drop J 

We re ascended along the endless cyhnders, 
and in a few moments reached the last scoflbld- 
ing of wood, where we found the same confu 
non jiA before , but I was not surprised at it, 
when I saw, in the front ranks, spirits with 
Russian uniforms grotesquely attired Soon 
after I was alongside of Paul I " What, 
said I to him, " have not the austerity of your 
life^ and the fatal 26th of Mav, 1801,* been 
able to preserve you from your present fate?" 

" My austerity," said he, “ was not that of 
on anchorite, but rather that of a military 
mama , I wished by that means to oppose the 
effeminate system Introduced at court during 
the reign of my mother what I did, I n ould 
do ogam, were I to return to the earth " 


The day on vrhlch Paul I wm a irtnlna ted 
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“ Then," said I, “ all your cruelties, your 
acts of tyranny and rigour, committed without 
rhyme or reason, would produce no remorse in 
your heart 

“ Not the slightest ; for I am convinced that 
the human race must be governed with a rod 
of iron. I know not what good ray son may 
have done since my death ; but if he has not 
followed my example, he must have become 
the sport of faction : repubbcan ideas have 
penetrated even into my empire, and what 
must it, then, be in the rest of Europe 

“ Your son has of late times perfectly fol- 
lowed your wishes ; he was by turns my friend 
and ray enemy; as my friend, I was on the 
point of becoming your son-in-law ; as my 
enemy, I invaded his states as far as Moscow.” 

“ Great God ' my son-in-law — Moscow ' He 
must, then, have been mad ' A child of the 
revolution my son-in-law !" 

Assuredly — ^it depended only upon me 
to be so.” 

Paul, If you had made this proposal in my 
lifetime, I would have sent a white mare for 
a ^vife, as Sigismund, King of Poland, did to 
the Grand Duke Ivanvasili^witsch. 

Nap. Proud Autocrat! You did not always 
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hold such language • Do you rtmember the 
tame when you sent to entreat me to draw up 
a plan for the invasion of India m concert with 
you? You then thought me worthy of your 
alhance ” 

He was going to reply to me, but two of his 
former generals, the feroaous Amfctcheief and 
Arkarow • without the slightest respect for 
their former sovereign, wished to drive him off 
the wheel, which was Immediately over theirs, 
Paul stni^led with them and cned out “ Mur 
der’ murder r The smiths hastened towards 
him, and violently hammered the two assoflants. 
They were finafly caught by the springs and 
dusappeared ih the abyss. * There, said Paul, 
who stall continued chmbing, ^ is the 6ne fruit 
of revolutaonory ideas T ** I abandon him to his 
oljstinacy, though I de|ilorc his misfortune,” 

“ That Sovereign,' said I to the Genius, al- 
though by far too severe, was a man of great 
probity, and would even have been good, had 
not his mother always endeavoured to keep 
him distant from her — had not she neglected 

The emeltie* and tjranmeal edml nirt mlon of th«« 
•twT) gmerel* of Pstil I wouM BU * nlvae^ 
iEorrom.) 
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his education, and embittered his temper by 
keeping him like a prisoner, insulated from the 
court and society.” “ That is true,” replied 
he ; “ but he committed crimes from the im- 
pulse of his own free will , most of them with 
no other object than to satisfy a silly pride, 
a brutal caprice, or a ridiculous etiquette. 
Such was the case with a lady called Lekarow, 
who died raving mad because she could not 
call in a doctor to the assistance of her dying 
husband ; the Autocrat put her in prison be- 
cause she had forgotten the etiquette of des- 
cending from her carriage when the Emperor’s 
passed by.” This barbarous incident I was 
not aware of ; however, he rendered one great 
service to his country by creating the Com- 
mons, of which the Russians had no idea before 
the reign of Paul. 

The Genius. And it is that single action 
alone that has obtained him the favour of not 
being put into one of the avenging towers of 
Politicopolis, along with his mother, who, hke 
Queen Elizabeth, will long expiate her faults 
along with other tyrants, particularly with the 
Czar, Alexander Newskoi, of whom the Russian 
priests made a saint; and who in the eighth 
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century destroyed the immense, flourishing, 
and free aty of Novogorod, to please the 
enemies of his coontry 

“ Pnests are every where the same," said 
Maury Ours have made saints of Charle- 
magne, Pepm, and Constantine, they would 
have canomred Mahomet, if he had subjugated 
nationa to the pnestly power " 

He had scarcely done speaking, when a 
spint in a cardinal s rodiet and a red cap gai e 
him the title of Apostate, 

** Ah said Maury ** I well knew, ira 
pious courtier,* that I should find ycm some- 
where before I left this. This is the fruit 
you have gathered from voor diplomatic tricks 
- from your persecution of the innocent Cor 
bonari — flora my imprisonment in the castle of 
St. Angelo — from the oppressions of every kind 

* Oordmal Goanlri w • man of talent a great poU- 
tlrian and a great libertine. He vn* reckoned wrU In 
formed to that many people uj he wai a member of wme 
aecret aodetiea whoee object was the propagation of knov 
ledge ond the rettoration of liberty If that were eo, he 
must have greatly betrayed hb conadence when be filled 

the dtingeoaia of the Eccledaaticnl Statea with poor wretch ea, 
whnae only crime wta their with to aare their country 
from ahame and alaTcry — <Edito».) 
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tliat marked the leturn of Pius VII. to tlie 
unfortunate Roman States.” 

“ What do you mean l)y that, you vile revo- 
lutionaiy agent ^ Would you compare the 
virtues of a Bishop of IMontefiascone, who in- 
sulted his whole diocese by his shameless 
gallantry, to the conduct of a man who sup- 
ported the principle of the Pope’s infallibility 
against wind and tide, against the impulse of 
his own conscience, and in spite (pointing to 
me) of the power of that scourge of the human 
race^ I was a Cardinal and prune minister, 
and in these two capacities I did my duty : 
honours and dignities aie not yet lost for me, 
tliough I have ceased to live on the earth , with 
a little labour and perseverance, I shall still be 
able to attain them 1” 

“ Go,” said Maury^ “ wretched mass of 
worldly matter ' I disdain to justify myself or 
to reply to thy calumnies, and abandon thee to 
thy fate.” 

The language of Gonsalvi surprised me 
greatly “ How ’’’ said I to the Genius, “ do 
these hardened sinners not, then, know what 
awaits them at the end of their career 

“ No,” leplied he , “ if they did, they would 
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not be so persereriDg in climbmg np the wheels 
Thar mania conmatsm imphatly b^eying that 
when they reach the region of precious stones, 
they will find eternal happiness, but an m 
visible mover, concealed under their apparent 
pleasures atrikea them and hurls them into the 
marsh , thert they deplore their fete in losing 
their short-hved happiness, and long contend 
with the filth and the toads. They make their 
way beck to the enclosure as a means of salva- 
tion, after they nndet]^ the customary ab- 
lutions, they lose their recollection of the 
znanh ombitioo and a boundless thirst for 
enjoyment again take posse&noo of their souls, 
and their labours recotameDcG with the feehag 
that they will assuredly find a speedy reward 
for all their cares- These people acted pre- 
cisely in the same way in the other world , it is 
just that they should find m this wherewithal 
to satisfy their ruhng passion • If any one had 
told a certain minister of finances (called In the 
world above theAbbb Terray*) that another 

• Minister of Fuunce* in tlw reign of Lonli XV He 
wm» a profonnd, tyrannical, and uafeding man. Setn^ 
body haring otaer^ to him that one of hii plane wa* 
■omwhat uajart t ' And who told yon that It ww 
joft r aald the mlnlrteT He died la a prirate ilatloo In 
1778, — (Editob ) 
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paradise existed than the last, and tlie last but 
one that we saw, he would not have believed it. 
It is the same until Law, the famous paper- 
monger ; wealth was their only divinity during 
their lives ; wealth continues to be so, after 
their death. These two individuals are now 
working in the iron region. It would be too 
long for you to visit the wheel work in its liori- 
zontal extent : you would he surprised to see 
in it all the financiers of past ages, witli the ex- 
ception of SuUy, the minister of Henry IV. 
Sir Thomas More, Lord High Chancellor in the 
time of Henry VIII., and a very small number 
of their brethren. I allude here only to Euro- 
peans, for we should go too far, if I wished to 
enumerate all the ambitious men of tlie four 
quarters of the world. 

Louis, who did not see the celestial messen- 
ger, but who listened attentively to his words, 

now exclaimed like a madman, “ Ah ’ Villele! 

/ 

Villele ! I see the place reserved for you ; we 
can now say of you what you were wont to say 
before you became a minister : Rira bien qui 
rira le deniier * 

* This well-knoivn expression was, in 1821, a great 
favourite with the person alluded to, then struggling for 
place — (Editor ) 
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At this TDoment, I happened to look bj 
chance tipon the letter V, engraved round the 
Vacant wheels, along which we were ascending , 
and the name of VUlele striking mj ear at the 
same time, I had no longer anj doubt that he 
was the person designated , and I also instantly 
made out the rest as if by enchantment, (i\ith 
the exception of the P,) and read aloud Met- 
ternich, Pozro di Borgo, Hudson Lowe, and 
Villele [Seepage 190] 

Louis extncated me from my embarrassment 
by agam exclaiming, " ^Vho can it be, truly, 
but Feyronoet ? But, alas ! I am the sole cause 
of this By yielding to the sohatations of the 
aiiti>national Action, and of that old female ad* 
venturer Du Cayln, I gave the post of Minister 
of Justice to a man who bod no other raent 
than having acted the part of a fanotic when 
my mece went to Bordeaux,* and who pours 
forth his high-aounding nonsense with the hn- 

* il Cliarlei Ignoee Peyronaet nervr Keeper of tlie 
Befih, lired ]□ an obacore dtaaden at Bordeaux, when he 
thoiaght fit (on the 13th May 1816) to beanneone of the 
mob of fitnadci who hailed the orriral of the 0iiche*» of 
Angonleme Tbl* fine iartanee of Joyal deroticn aided 
by the protection of 31 de Caze and Sladame da CiyU 
promoted him from one itatioo to another till he obtained 
the firat jadiaal office In France. — (EniToa.) 
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posing air of a peripatetic pliilosophcr. As for 
Villele, with his hypocritical look and his old 
monkey tricks, he has ruined France, and that 
is saying enough ' How delighted I should be 
to see him climbing up the wlieels of the iron 
region, and getting a proper portion of blows 
fi’om the hammers 

“ Console yourself,” said Fi-anceschi ; “ his 
place is marked out, and his turn will soon 
come.” 

For some time, in proportion as we ascended 
higher, we perceived a whitish glimmer imme- 
diately above our heads, though the discussion 
in which we were engaged did not allow us to 
pay much attention to it ; but when we reach- 
ed the last wooden wheel-works, I saw with 
considerable pleasure that we had got to the 
ivory region. Women elegantly dressed now 
occupied the posts of the coarse-looking smiths , 
the wheels had a more regular movement, 
which was also more mild, less rapid, and, above 
all, less jarring; the springs (though equally 
effective with those lower down) shot off with- 
out noise. The light w^as also more vivid ; we 
lireathed a purer air ; and even the spirits, who 
had got so far as this legion, seemed to have 
left behind them their chagi’in and ill-humour 
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Lil^e to the race of man, who know pretty 
nearly whence they dome, but are totally igno- 
rant of whither they go, these spmU were 
sustained by hope, and considered thar present 
occupatioDs as a contumation of their occupa- 
tions in the other world Sldlftil in asking each 
other mutual questions, sometimes reserved, 
often deceitful in their communications, con- 
cealing ambition under the veil of modesty, and 
at the same time slaves to all their bttle pas- 
sions, they might have been compared to ser- 
pents, who change their skms without changing 
their nature. 

The Genius informed me that the springs in 
this r^on would be harmless towards Mauty, 
rayselfi and even the President, but that Louis 
should avoid them, as be was an immediate 
subject of PoliticopoHi In consequence of this 
he was on his guard aS before This precau- 
tion seemed easy enough, os it was nor neces- 
sary to lay hold of the wheels, as in the former 
regions , for in the middle of e\ery comdor we 
saw a winding staircase by which wc could 
ascend with ease, and at the same time be able 
to to the spirits employed at work, if wc 
thought proper We had scarcely advanced a 
few steps, when Maury cast Jus eyes upon the 
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women employed in doing the duty of superin- 
tendants ; they were all armed with a whip 
with several thongs, in the shape of a spuiv 
The thongs were of silver. Several of them 
gave vigorous lashes to the too gallant work- 
men who left their wheels to ingratiate them- 
selves -with the ladies. This incident excited 
my astonishment, and I asked an explanation 
from the Grenius. 

“ Man ■without love,” said he, “ can conceive 
of no real happiness ; and justly, for the whole 
creation is but the effect of love : by the name 
of attraction, it acts upon inanimate things ; by 
the name of affinity, it co-operates in the re- 
production and preservation of the vegetable 
tribes ; by that of bvc, it deifies, so to speak, 
the human race. The happiness even of the 
elect is nothing but a pure and unbounded love, 
unfettered by fear or remorse ; it is the gi’eatest 
benefit which the Creator has bestowed upon 
created things ; an inestimable benefit to man,. 
/ who, endowed mth memory and judgment^ 
can multiply at will his enjoyments by the com- 
bination of these invaluable faculties : but eter- 
nal justice has willed that all the inhabitants of 
Hell (including those of Politicopolis), who are 
sent thither only to suffer, should live without 
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love The only exception made is in favour 
of that region yon first saw, where love reigns 
to the same extent as upon the earth Those 
who inhabit this immense labyrinth are, up to 
the present region, depnved of that soft senti- 
ment , but here, as in the upper r^ons, where 
all restrictions are removed, love can be con- 
sidered in no other l^ht than as a real punish 
ment First of all, the spirits of the ivory 
region, the moment they have passed beyond 
the wooden wheel work, consider the eminence 
they have attained as their first reward for the 
fatigues they felt in the lower r^ons , new 
faculties become developed in tbeir being, n 
feeling of happiness obsorbs their minds they 
think they are bom to o new state of existence, 
the voluptuous undulation of the wheels — the 
neatness of the place— the appearance of the 
fair sex, who swarm on all sides — the hope of a 
still happier existence in fhture — everj thing 
renunds them of certain happy penods of their 
terrestrial existence. They feel the necessity 
of love , they leave their work to indulge in it, 
and what IS the consequence? — These women, 
formerly so amorous many of them so niran 
doned in their amours, arc now armed witli a 
powcrfiil whip and pitilcssl\ strike them at the 
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smallest proposal, at tlie sliglitest liberty, so 
that the lovers return in sad plight to their 
wheels, but unhappy are they who offend a 
second time ' The woman has the power, and 
what is more, is under the necessity of drag- 
ging them to a spiing, and thus hurling them 
down to the works below.” 

“ Do these women fulfil this duty by an all- 
powerful instinct, or against their wills 

“ Most frequently it is against their will, for 
love has as much power over them as over the 
males ; but unhappy is she who dares to pity 
the fate of her lover ; she incurs a terrible chas- 
tisement by losing a reward wliich might ren- 
der her happy for many years — and so this 
happens very seldom. The guilty woman is 
imprisoned in the intenor of these cylinders 
(pointing to the winding staircase), which she 
leaves every twenty-four hours to be whipped 
openly by her companions : the duration of the 
punishment is according to the enormity of the ‘ 
offence. A woman thus delays, by five years, 
her ascent to the higher regions ; and by this 
means is ambition, the weak side of the sex, 
punished.” 

Dunng the explanation of the Genius, Louis 
had recognised a woman, whom he said he had 
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seen m his youth he pointed her out to us 
It w'aa Diibany,* the famous courtesan at the 
dose of Loms the XV *h reign He called her» 
as he was desirous of talking to her of past 
tunes she turned towards us, brandishing her 
whip , but when slie saw us on the steps of the 
winding staircase, which was forbidden ground 
to the spirits of the place, she stood confound- 
ed, and asked who we were. 

Lotus It would take too long tune to tell 

* She wu born in \^4A and tbo daagbter of an 
exdae-officer She came to Paiia under tbe name of Ma 
de ro (daeUe Lange beoaine a millmer, then a girl of the 
town ic the hmam eatahUahsest of Jotirdan and after 
wards, bj the intermediam of Lebal (ralet de chaahre of 
Looia XV ) mlt tr ett to that king At FaHa the was 
^11 ^ the channel of fiTcntr*.*’ At the death of her 
loror ab« wai aent to a ooorent, which lihe left uao after 
the acceadon of IjoxiU XVI At the time of the rerolatloa 
■he fizncRuIy embraced the royalist party, and her honse 
waa the rendezmiu of oil the pnrfleged cLuees about to 
be merged into the common*, and many plot* wer e formed 
there- rm» dlscorered, and the rerolutlanary tribn 
nal condemned her to death- It has been remarked that 
■he wa» the only worotn among thoaa who became the ric- 
♦mr of that unfortunate period who dbplayed ■ncfa weak 
nea at the fotil moment | ahe cried threw her*a£f cfown, 
implored the cdd of the aariatant* and addresaJng hmrif 
to the execntiooer atlll atyled him Afeancw If Botir 
rtav /— (EniToa ) 
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you exactly what we are ; but be satisfied with 
learning that you see before you the two last 
sovereigns of France, the one an inhabitant of 
heaven, and the other confined to this lower 
world. . . 

Dubarry Two descendants, doubtless, of 
the unfortunate Louis XVI. ^ and perhaps sa- 
crificed, like him, by the fury of the revo- 
lutionists ? 

Louis. Oh, oh ' Madam, do you think that 
kings are killed in this way, like flies ^ 

Dubarry. If they did not kill you, it was 
because they were not able, or perhaps because 
the cause of royalty gained the ascendancy. . . 

Louis. It was as you say ; and you will be 
greatly astonished to leara, that all the kings 
who will henceforward reign in Europe will 
owe their thrones to that great man, who at 
the time of your death was only a second lieu- 
tenant 

Dubarry. ^Vhat do you tell me ? How ! 
That gentleman was a lieutenant and succeed- 
ed in restoring the Bourbon dynasty to the 
throne ’ By what magic could he . 

Louis. By very simple magic ; by beginning 
by making himself Emperor, which means 
higher than a King ; by creating a new nobi- 
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Ijtj, after the former race were driren out, and 
then recalliDg the wrecks of the old nobluse^ 
when he thought his power firm)/ established. 

Dubarry Most assuredlj he had tie good 
sense to exterminate the commons^ for it was 
from that nursery that all onr murderers sprung 
Loins So far from exterminating them, he 
ennched them considerably In his reign there 
were clergy, nobility and commons, but their 
separate existence was never perceived, because 
the la\va were impartial to all classes, and every 
exclnnve spint of party was eartingnished 
Dubarry Well' it seems he combined in 
himself the merits of all other men ’ I cannot 
sufficiently appreciate his raents, for I never 
was a politician in my life , I did meddle a 
httle with the fine arts, and n great deal with 
iDtngnes of gallantry, but I will say for my 
own satisfaction, that I feel great gratitude 
towards the gentleman, for by becoramg Em- 
peror he most have necessarily ovengod me, and 
along with me all the victims who penshed on 
the scaffold by the axe of the terrorists 

ZpOUi* He certainly avenged you hut it n as 
in a noble manner, without perscculion, pre- 
\otal courts, or efftisioii of blood Further, 
several of these revolutionists whom you hate 
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SO cordially, held important othccs in tlie time 
of the Empire 

Maury to Loins. Say also that these men 
were even employed by you during your reign, 
although, in the eyes of the pure royalists, 
they were reckoned the same .Tacoliins as m 
1792. 

Loins. Certainly ; they affected so many 
proofs of lepentance, that it was absolutely 
necessary to give them something; but don’t 
believe that I was their dupe. Tliis was the 
way in which I reasoned : these men have no 
opinion of theii* own ; they only want places, 
whether they hold them by the grace of Se- 
lim, Mustapha, or — the Devil. To keep their 
places, they will endeavour to serve me with 
zeal, and what do I care for wliat they said or 
did, provided they serve me according to my 
views and the instructions of my ministers 
(remember that tliis was the language I used 
on my first return to France ;) in fact, you have 
seen that the most violent persecutors of the 
friends of liberty were precisely the men called 
Girouettes, (weathercocks,) such as Decazes, the ' 
Duke of Feltre, Dudon, the Duke of Belluna, 
and many more ' , . . 

■ Diibarry. (interrupting him.) That ’s all of 

Q 
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no consequence the ugly Terronsta are de- 
stroyed, and I am satisfied- Now, I should 
like Yery nmch to know, if the ladies, dumig 
your reign, preserred a« much Influence as in 
my tune 

Lotoi None at aB — for the benefit of 
France 1 In the reign of that great man, 
they were considered a pretty piece of fhrm 
tore and nothing more- 

Xiubarry (mtnaudant ) Fie — fie — the ugly 
fellow ' (This set ns e4anghuig ) 

Zowu In my rdgn, I attempted to bring 
back the fine tunes of my ancestor Louis XV 
but I was openly longhed at by erery body , 
yet I hope that you will soon become acquaint- 
od with three nustresses (untitled) whom I kept 
only for form’s soke. The first was the nster 
of a Duke, my creature, the second was an 
artist , the third, an adv enturer 

Dubarry These are fine titles at any rate , 
what a pitv it IS that you had any thing to do 
with the sister of a Duke that considerably 
diminishes the merit you had in choosing two 
commoners- 

laiiu Be perfectly at your case on that 
score, the shade of diflerence was not very 
strong by the by, could you give us an\ 
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information concerning the celebrated rival who 
preceded you ? 

Dubarry. Do you mean Toinette Poisson, 
Marchioness of Pompadour ? Alas ! the poor 
woman is quite as compassionate towards men 
as she was in her lifetime, and took a ^dolent 
liking to a certain Due de la Feuillade, the 
most supple courtier that ever existed. In 
spite of the certainty of punishment, in spite 
of the disgrace that would inevitably befall her, 
she was taken m flagranti deheio^ and is now 
imprisoned in the cylinder below you. hut she 
null soon come out to get her account. 

Louis. And what became of the Duke ^ 

Dubarry. He always attacked princesses 
and the mistresses of kings He attempted to 
seduce Diane de Potiers, la Feroniere, Gabrielle 
d’Estrdes, Agnes Sorel, Marie Anne de Cha- 
teauroux, Montespan, and many others : they 
drove him away with their whips. At last he 
attacked me twice : you may easily imagine 
what I did, I who despise love when it can 
bring me no personal advantage, when I was 
certain that I should be whipped and degraded. 
I took him politely by the throat, and dragging 
him towards one of the springs, sent him to 
work among the vulgarians. 

Q 2 
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Jj)ui4 What do you »ay ? Do you mean 
that all these fine ladies you mentioDed, are 
kept here as superintendents ? 

Dubarry Are yon surprised at that? — 
faith, there ore plenty more of them. We have 
amongst us great prmcesae*, queens, and even 
empresses. Lately I saw here Christina Queen 
of Siveden , I believe she is now m the gilt 
region above us. 

The gossip of this woman, insipid as it was, 
amused me highly I said to Mauiy, “ "What an 
unfortunate country Is that, which, by the inca 
paaty of its rulers, is the sport of a class so 
contemptible as these silly conrtesans I 1 am 
in truth not astonished that the Bevolntlon was 
accomplished so easily, in a kingdom under- 
mined by three rdgns of unbonnded corruption 

Maury Never was a justcr or more neces- 
sary act than thot of the French Revolution — 
only I could hare wished thot they hod other- 
wise set about it 

JLoms I admit that also ITic people m the 
world above thought for a moment that I be- 
longed to the revolutionaiy league, because I 
considered the loss of iny brother ns a mere 
tnfle. Blind that I was 1 I wuhed to reign in 
his place, and cared nothing for all the rcfst I 
was neither more nor less thou what my con 



OTHEll WORLD. 


229 


IN THE 


sin Eg alit 6^ was 


but he lost his head in con- 

, T ent to seek assistance from 
sequence, while 1 w 

foreigners. 

mi • • cisely the cause of all your 
Jyap This is pre , „ , . . 

. ^ ^ • istead of bringing permanent 

misfortunes ; for, in o o i 

, /rench, before twenty years 

consolation to the I 


, j , j /stem and that of your suc- 

had elapsed, your st . 


them back into new troubles 
cessors wiU throw i 


j , T-t is impossible that twenty- 

and revolutions li ^ 

^ Jrenchmen can live content 
nine millions ol r 

, ,, , ' sovereigns who have been 

under the yoke oi ° 

p J , by foreigners, and against 

forced upon them , f 7 

, , shed their blood during a 

Avhom they have ° 

. J p , -pii’ty years' . . There 

penod or nearly t r . 

. , , e in France that has not lost 

exists not a vmagi 

, , men, tlie flower of their 

twenty or thirty 

^.ng to prevent yoim return, 
youth, in attempt! ° ^ ^ 

m, . . . which the nation reasons: — 

1 his IS the way in 

“ We did not bnn/ who now op- 

,, Jio ravaged our countr 3 L who 
press us : those wl ° . 

, J , ‘s, and violated our wives 

burned our house 

, , , , , iced them on the throne by 

and daughters, pis 

force of arms.” 

T T J stand it in that way also. 
Louis I under;. 

. , in in my place at that unfortu- 

But put yourselt t 

. J , ... I owed every thing 

nate period ' . •' & 


] 


,L)uke of Orleans 




230 


NAPOLEON 


to the Alliance^ which assuredly was Dot Holy 
I >7as placed upon the throne upon certain con- 
diboufl the French were represented to ine as 
sworn enemies of my dynasty , by reigning 
again, I assumed the charge of rewarding all 
those who had devoted themselres to the royal 
cause for five-and twenty years — and, faith • any 
one might have been embarrassed* 

Hap I should not have been so , I should have 
promised the foreigners every thing , I should 
have flattered them with fine hopes till I had 
organized an army meanwhile, I should have 
attached to myself the most sound, most nume» 
rous, and most powerful part of the notion 
TlTien I had gained my oJiject, 
I should have shown my teeth to my pretended 
hberators, and to the men wlio claimed exclu- 
sive privileges , the latter would hn\ c been glad 
to be allowed to take their share of the com- 
mon law, and thar complaints would not have 
mtimidated me. A king of France, who really 
possesses the affection of his nation, ought not 
to fear the coahtion of oil Europe against him ’ 
In one word, I should have said — * France, be- 
fore every other interest,’ and with that aord 
I should have thought myself acting justly to 
wards every one 
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Louis. All this is very fine and fair, but how 
could an army be formed in a moment ? 

Nap. You had one ready to your hand ; you 
only required to use one word, one gesture, to 
triple its numbers, and render it as enthusiastic 
as it was at the battles of Austerlitz and J ena. 

Louis. Wliat was that magical word ? 

Nap. The preservation of the national co- 
lours 

Louis, {sti'ikiug his Jorehead.) It is true ’ 
it is but too true ! But I had not the courage 
to do so ; my niece and all the partisans of the 
white colour declaimed like madmen against 
such a plan, and the wlnte flag carried the day : 
besides, the returning faction wished a party 
sign of their own. Instead of making me come 
back as the founder of a new dynasty and a 
new order of things, they required me to date 
my reign from the doubtful death of Louis 
XVII. (whose fate nobody knows even at pre- 
sent.) To complete the infamous hoax upon 
the credulous French, an obscure writer, a real 
Pere Duchesne in a white night-cap, declared 
himself the champion of the flag. The faction 
supported him, and the more nonsense he ut- 
tered, applauded him the more vigorously. The 
two-thirds of the army, strangers to the glory 
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of France, and envious of those who had ac- 
quired legitunate renown, joined the party of 
jthat madman and his partners they then ob- 
tamed by menaces what they could never hive 
obtamed by persuasion I am now snfficienfly 
punished for my conduct , and they ivill be 
punished in thar turn, according to their 
merits. This is ah the consolation I have re- 
mammg! 

Dobany had hitherto listened attentively to 
our conversation, but now intermpted us “I 
understand nothing of all the nonsense you 
have been saying about AusterhU, Pere Da 
chesne and obscure hbeller You were lately 
askrag me about tJie Marchioness of Pompadour 
There she is coming ” 

TVe saw, in fact, the column open below us, 
as if by enchantment, and Pompadour came 
out, lightly dressed id o simple white tunic, 
with her hair dishevelled, her eyes wild, and 
her hands stretched out , she gave nttcraucc to 
half stifled sighs. Twelve women assembled , 
Dnborry was amongst them (Louis pointed 
some of them out to us who had been pnestesses 
of the Pore ouj Cerfs) They laid hold of the 
penitent, laid her down on a bench, and taking 
\ip her dress, n igoroiisly and unmercifully gave 
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her two hundred lashes with their whips. She 
swore like a trooper, without shedding a single 
tear, and retired to her den, suffocated with 
rage. Franceschi told us that in a few hours 
the pain would be unfelt, and the marks of her 
punishment disappear, and that slie would be 
able to receive as much more in twenty-four 
hours. '\^^iilst we were ascending to the upper 
stories, Dubariy gave us a look that showed 
how proud she was of her office. Maury ob- 
served, that in general, when women are bad, 
they are ten times worse than men. “ It 
seems,’' said he, “ as if the barbarity of a 
woman increased in proportion to the weak- 
ness of her frame. They have also petty pas- 
sions unknown to the heart of man, such as 
envy of another’s person, manner, and look, 
and many others Ancient history is full of 
anecdotes of refined cruelty perpetrated by 
women -with the greatest coolness and indif- 
ference in the world. Deborah, Judith, Queen 
Thomiris, Herodias, and many others, may 
serve as instances. Juvenal has ti’ansmitted to 
us the disgusting remark of the Roman lady, 
who was entreated by some one to spare an 
unfortunate slave whom she was sending to 
execution, and to whom she replied : ‘ Oh de- 
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urns! ita ttrviu homo cstT” While speaklcg of 
this subject, I remember an atroaous proposal 
which Queen Caroline of Naples had the bare- 
faced impudence to moko me it was to renew, 
m concert with me, the Sidhan Veapen to- 
wards the English who then occupied Sicflj’ 
Loms Faith, she was very capable of doing 
such a thing 

Nap I threw mto prison the impudent fool 
who took charge of auch a message he re- 
mained there till the penod of my abdication, 
when, by a singular concnirence of otcoid- 
stances, he was liberated by the success of the 
arms of the very English whose massacre he 
had projected- It Is true that she 

now pays deariy for her abandoned conduct, 
her violence, and her crimes 1 I perceived her 
m the fields of carnage by the side of Cardinal 
Rndb, both of them covered with blood and 
filth, and about to become the prey of the fuiy 
of the Terrorists. 

Ijom* I cannot help saying again that men 
ore mighty fools during their lifetime httmam 
genens motcr, nutrirguc profeetd stultiUa at 
Maury And yon moy add, cl nctjuiUa 
At the height we had reached, the new of 
the melancholy wooden constructions below 
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was intercepted by ivory buildings that gave 
to one’s fancy the appearance of a lai|dscape 
covered with moving snow. The variety of 
the costumes of both sexes ; the vague mur- 
muring caused by the clashing of the springs ; 
the mixture of voices, even the very strokes of 
the whips, heard in various directions, gkve this 
picture such an original aspect, that the plea- 
sure of the prospect made us almost forget that 
we were in a place of retribution : yet iWe per- 
ceived from time to time some spirits falling 
down into the abyss, and swallowed up| by the 


works below. We had a second representation 
of a woman mercilessly flogged for debauchery. 
Franceschi told us that her name wai Letti, 
the daughter of an Italian monk, and once go- 
verness to Sophia Dorothy, Queen of t*russia. 
That woman was as atrocious in heart as she 

I 

was abandoned in conduct. 

A lady, whom, by her dress, I recognised to 
be Swiss, took a man immediately bedside us. 


whipped him vigorously, put him under the 
fatal spring, and huiled him down like! a lump 
of lead This man wore an Austrian liniform : 
and two other Austiians who were on tllie same 


level, were ready to burst with laughter ; one 
of them, however, resumed his serioiisiiess the 
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moment he perceived me I endeavoured to 
recollect who he could be, when the Geniu* 
told me as follows “ The spint just hurled 
down la a certam barbarian in name and na- 
ture, called dcbraut , he was long ambassador 
at Berne Paitlifol to the tyrannical princi- 
ples of his government, his petty persecution of 
the Itahan refugees was his sole amusement. 
The Swiss government was afraid of the claws 
of the Austrian eagle, and meanly aided the 
vexatious measures of this minister of despo- 
tism, by dnving away, after twenty-four hours 
notice, these unfortunate bemgs, who had nei- 
ther home nor country, and threotemng, m 
case of refusal, to condnet them with o guard 
to the very hon s mouth ” 

It was for me thought I, that these imfor- 
tunate men experienced so many sulTcrlugi 
tVhen they lost me, they lost every thing ' 
All ’ why cannot I return to the earth to com 
pensate them a hundredfold for so man) j cars 
of persecution and misery? But who is the 
bulky ongmol who constantly stores at me 
With o sneer ’ He addressed me first To 
see you here, was a happiness I scarcely cx 
pccted , it is alone suiBcient to compensate me 
for oil the troulilcs I fonneriy suffered dunnp 
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my ministry. Have you found in this neigh- 
boui’hood much china to dash to pieces ?” 

“ No ; but, instead of it, I perceive the JVb?’- 
thern Bear* slowly climbing up the eternal 
wheels : this is much better than china : in 
truth, you ought to think yourself very fortu- 
nate in getting to such a place, after having 
been so long the soul and director of the Aus- 
trian policy, the intimate fnend of the great 
Catharine, and the Jii'st hired ea'tinguisher of 
the aristocracy of Europe.” 

Cobentzel As for happiness, every one con- 
siders it in his own way : certainly, I am not 
rewarded as I expected to be ; but I am con- 
soled by a sight of those who surround me. 

Louis. Solatium est miseris socios habere se- 
nates. 

Cobentzel. That is very true : in fact, what 
do I do at present more than I did then ? If 
the truth must be told, I am still better off 

• This Was the name Napoleon gave to the Count de 
Cobentzelj alluding to the heavj^ paw which that diplo- 
matist thrust into all the negotiations of the time Tired 
one day with his wily turns and delay, Napoleon laid 
hold of a set of china in the apartment, and dashing them 
on the floor in a passion, “ You wish for war,” said 
he • “ well, I am going to Vienna • adieu (In fact, he 
was there immediately afterwards ) — (Editor ) 
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than before. There I depended on the will 
and often on the caprices of two or three sove- 
reigns , on the intngnefl of other diplomaUsta , 
on the honesty or dishonesty of my snbordinate 
agents , on the mass of opinions held by the 
people (corrupted by the repnbhcan contagion), 
and on the fear of seeing my vanity wounded 
every moment, and the still more alarming fear 
of being supplanted by a rival All this com- 
bined makes the place of a first minister like 
an assemblage of bnOiant bnt folse jewels, 
which, when shone upon by the sun and seen 
from a certain distance, dozsle the eyes and 
exate the envy of the vulgar, but, ivhen seen 
nearer, exate nothing but IndilTereDce and dis- 
gust I After this, con any one be 

astonished that I should be allowed to enjoy 
some moments of happiness in this world ? 

Nap Do you reckon the post and the future 
of no account ? 

Cobtntzel The past I consider os a dream 
the slave of the desk, who in the world 
njoched the highest judianl ofilccs, ever 
what he bad been ? No * so is 
here , I rem'^ber very well, that low, 
there, th/^ hard work to do , 

It, I should never 
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have gained the place where I am, and that 
higher up I shall be still better off. For the 
future, I care little about it, come what will — 
but are you yourself happy ? 

Nap. Very happy — far beyond my expecta- 
tions : — above all, I am free, as you see, as well 
as the persons who are with me. I ascend 
by the staircase, instead of climbing by the 
wheels. Thus far our destiny seems the same ; 
but when we reach the summit . ... 

the veil of futurity wiU be unfolded 
and happy he who reaches it without remorse. 
Cobentzel. That is a scarecrow I never knew. 
“ Nor I neither,” said liis bulky companion, 
who had hitherto remained perfectly silent. 

Louis. Can you be the jailor of Italian li- 
berty — the persecutor of liberal ideas — in 
short, that Bubna who tortured the Italian 
patriots for several years, and with whom my 
ministers had mysterious negotiations to bring 
about the degradation of nations ^ 

Bubna You have said so : yet, in spite of 
all efforts, and all my persecutions, the triumph 
of Italian liberty depended only upon a slender 
thread. At Naples, had it not been for the 
treachery of Carascosa, and some other scoun- 
drels, the liberals would have remained firm. 
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At Tuna, had it not*been for the cowunlice of 
the Prince de Can^an» it was all over with 
the Anstnan government m Italy 

Nap Thus you confess that the glory of 
your success has not been cemented, either by 
the justice of your cause, or the bravery of your 
troops, or your personal talents, but solely by 
the intrigues of traitors and the pusUlnnumty of 
cowards ? 

Buhna Certainly , I admit it, and shall soy 
further, that each of us well Icnew that the 
cause we were defending was unjust , every 
one saw with his own eyes the dTstress and op- 
pressioQ of the people of Italy , but wc served 
Mettemich and the Aube Council. These two 
diams bound our consciences. AVhen, lately, 
the Austrian arms were employed to aid the 
royalist Latour, and restored to the throne 
King Charles FcUtj (now called Charles Ferox,) 

I was indignant at seeing a Marquis from Tu- 
rin in the ranks of the liberals, all perfumed 
and dressed like a fop, and I called him, out of 
dension, Brutus d la roK This bon mot, which 
caused a deal of laughter, hod no object in view 
but to teach these men their trade Look, In 
fact, to their conduct In Spain, Naples, and 
Piedmont , they iiushcd to net moderately, nnd 
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Yiiiiied every thing. Do you believe that the 
French Revolution would have succeeded, had 
it not been for the rigorous measures adopted at 
the time ^ I do not think it would Machia- 
vel tells us — “ Crush thy enemy if thou wishest 
not to be crushed by him.” People say that 
Italy, divided as it is, can never succeed in ex- 
tricating itself from the yoke of its oppressors ^ 
It is an error. Let a serious levolt once begin 
on any point of the Peninsula ; let them every 
where attack the enemies of independence ; let 
them march forward, still keeping the same 
object in riew, and I ^vill answer for it that in 
a short time tlie great mass of the nation will 
be under arms. Every district contains a 
crowd of people thirsting for vengeance ; no- 
thing but terror can keep them down. The 
moment they see the possibility of avenging 
themselves without reprisal, it is all over with 
tyranny in that beautiful countr3\ 

Cobcntzel. You are now talking, colleague, 
like one of the Carbonari. 

Bubna. On the contrary, I am talking like 
an agent of aristocracy ; I say that without 
rigour you cannot pretend to rule over Italy : 
consequently, I did my duty in my lifetime. 

Nap And you are well rewarded for it. 

, B. 
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I left the Auftrlan ministers to go on ^th 
their discnsaion Tvhile slowly dunbing up hy 
the wheels » and ascending myself some steps 
higher, I stopped on hearing the noise of a 
quarrel caused by a spirit with grey musta- 
chioes, and dressed like a hussar, who, m spite of 
the lashes of a wlup with whidi he was cut, 
contmued to approach very cavalierly a rather 
pretty woman. The latter cned out m a fu 
nous passion, ** Begone from this, you daring 
fellow— do you forget that I was vour queen ?" 
The hussar rephed *' There are no queens 
here , all the spinta are on a fooling of equa- 
lity at any rate, I did enough for you, to meant 
some complrusance on >onr part also " Inso* 
lentP — “ Proud r — Swgrol women collected 
round them, but, as FVanceschi had told me, 
none of them durst give any ossistance to their 
compamou She succeeded at Inst, howc\cr, 
more by the effect of the destiny which ruled 
her, than hy her own address. The old Imssar 
was dnven back to the wheel, and began to 
swear away in a precioiis manner ^Vhen tlic 
lady was coming bock, she perceived me on the 
stair This meeting disconcerted her, for licr vn 
nity was deeply wounded , but I cosily guessed 
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what was passing in her mind 

** Madam,” said I to her, “ you are uot the first 
queen I have seen in these regions ; and if that 
can be any consolation to you, I shall inform 
you that not one of them seems to enjoy such a 
happy position as your own.” 

“ Happ)’“'” said she, when one is every 
moment exposed to the insults of those who 
formerly never presented themselves before me 
but with respect and awe 

“ It is true that this world does not much 
resemble the other. You did not expect to find 
me here 

“ I confess that I calculated your punishment 
by the e\Til you did me, and thought you must 
have inhabited a real Hell. You doubtless 
know that the innumerable soitows rvith which 
I was overwhelmed, after the battle of Jena, 
carried me off from the other world. ’ 

“ I knew that the fools above said so. They 
wanted to impute that battle to me as a crime, 
like many other things ; but the truth is, that 
your husband felt himself suddenly seized with 
a warlike whim, and several persons have even 
assured me that you were the prime cause of 
it. . . . Did you not say to me one day, 

R 2 
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* Alas ' the history of the great Fredenck mined 
m , ire wished to imitate him, and we only 
hastened our nnn * la that true, Madam 
The Quetn Yea, I cannot deny it 
iV^ Hqw dare you, then, acciue me of be- 
ing the cause of your death ? Would it not be 
more generous to say that yon could not sur- 
vive the humiliation of a defeat, of your wound- 
ed pnde, of the fine dreami of triumph you 
would have reahsed if you had conquered me’ 
Do you forget that I restored the tlmine to 
you? Ask your husband, when he comes down 
here , ask tny own father-indaw, his ally , and 
your impend ftiend, Alexander And did they 
act in this way towards me, when I fell into 
their hands ? If I had been as intimate with 
you os the latter, you might have pretended 
that by excess of gallantry I had permitted 
your troops to beat mine , but not liaving at 
that tun? the happiness of knowing you 

The Q«ecn Enough, enough leave off your 
sneering I was conquered, you have boon 
BO in your turn, and that somewhat calms me 
On saying these words, she disappeared among 
the crowd 

Louis I well knew that old Blucher was on 
abandoned libertine (and also a great gambler 
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and a great drinker) ; but I should never have 
thought that he would have forgotten himself 
in this world to such a degi’ee as to attack his 
own sovereign. 

Mauri/. There is nothing wonderful in all 
that ; the respect which inferiors in the world 
above show to their superiors is not, and never 
can be, a thing felt and admitted. A witty au- 
thor, a contemporary of ours, lately wrote — 
“ 'tVliat is the social hierarchy among a people 
without liberty 1 A long chain of contempt, 
which falls from the highest point, and from one 
link to another, and weighs at last upon the last 
class, which maintains all the rest. It is in- 
terest that mysteriously binds together all con- 
ditions of mankind : to the aristocracy may be 
properly applied what Lucretius said of the re- 
ligion of his time : — 

' Utilitas facit esse dcos , qua nempc remota, 

Templa ruunt ; nec erunt arte nec Jupiter uUus.’ ” 

Louis. In tiaith, the existence of a king and 
four scoundrels that surround him, disposing at 
their will of the happiness of nations, is a truly 
miraculous thing ; the connecting link must be 
very powerful indeed, which makes thirty mil- 
lions of men bend their heads to a yoke which 
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15 contrary to their well-being — a yoke whidi 
they detest and yet dare not shake off * 

Nap Ignorance has a great share in this 
enchaining of peoples minds m Italy, parti 
cnlarly m Piedmont, the peasantry are so to 
tally d^fraded and bmtalized in their feelings 
of respect for their nobles, that the latter may 
woUow all day in debanchery, and what is 
more, in cnine (at the nsk of others), without 
fearing any remonstrance from these vile beings. 
If any one were to propose to a peasant to 
knock down one of his nobles, he would take 
OS' his hat trembling, and hnmbly beg pardon 
of Gk>d for having beard such a blasphemy To 
speak of hberty to such wretches, is to cast 
pearls before swine ! 

Our ascent still contmned, and hitherto I 
had paid but little attention to the women who 
fell here and there from the higher regions. 
All the space round rac being occupied by 
white wheel works, and by an immense mul- 
titude of spirits of both sexes, I could not ex- 
actly tcD whether these women came from 
above, or if they formed a port of the revolv- 
ing mass, like a swarm of insects, but now 
two fell immediately beside me, and I inquired 
tbc reason from our celestial interpreter 



IN Tlir. OTIir.U WOULD. 


%\1 


If the women,” said he, “ had nolljin/!; else 
Lo but wluit you see licvc. and what you will 
in the two regions a1)o\e u-'. they woidd l»c 
happ)', and Hell would he changed into ii 
idise, for the laws of destin}' do nol niaKe 
Ti subject to the springs of (he turret. You 
e seen that there are juinishinents t^he- 
!re for wicked women ^Vhe^ they have 
I the tribute of their punishments, (liey v. ill 
sent to inherit tiicse region':. AniongK 
se who arc lierc at present, some (.and (hc-e 
■e the most abandoned) ^^e^e v,’hipj)e<l in Po- 
:opolis during a long course of years. Othf r 
e only had mitigated jmnishrnent'-. bccau'o 
y were only half-wicked, .i:\jnongsl them are 
sons of high rank- high-bred cousle.-ans. 
nguing actresses, the mistrc'ses of anjbas- 
ors, and vromen fonncrly kept by b-inker- 
. lords. Their punishment doe- not re^-My 
n. ’'■ery heavv. but it is so in fact, if "'e cen- 
m that it is to endure for all etcruity : ucue 
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the disposition of the first comer, taken up trad 
abandoned again, and often treated ^th con- 
tumeljr , at last they fall here, that they may 
recommence thar career anew The two wo- 
men who passed before 3ron were the Countess 
Woronxoff, mistress of Peter III and Made* 
moiscUe NelldolT, the mistress of Paul I 

At this moment a very amusing scene at- 
tracted our attention In another direction A 
shrill voice was heard cxdalrolng — ■**lV}cked tfe- 
vil ‘ wicked the-dettl ^ The said •hc-dc\Tl was 
boxing the speaker with her fists, but he cned 
oat for the assistance of a roan called Grum- 
bow, who had forroerly been his fhvounte jni 
nister Tlic obedient ood submissive courtier 
endeavoured to stop the anna of the termagant, 
and tried to persunde her that she could ‘not 
refuse her nnaent master the favours he hod 
so fruitlessly sought for during his life, that 
she knew well that this Modd of Kings* lind 
never loved any uoroan but herself It uos 
all in vain , the prude defended herself ngmnst 
them both But another w oman came up and 
burst into a torrent of invective against tlic 

• The tttle Qnnabow gave to Fn'dmclc WlDlata rf 

Prastia 1 1 
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minister : tiie latter was more skilful than she 
(in activity of tongue), overwhelmed her with 
reproaches and abuse, and exposed her perfi- 
dious conduct while she was tlie confidant and 
favourite of Sophia Dorothy, the King’s con- 
sort. This noisy and scandalous scene soon 
gathered a great crowd, and they soon came 
to blows; fists were employed instead of the 
tongue, and these four individuals rolled over 
and over each other in the most grotesque 
manner possible, and excited the amusement 
of the spectators. Vik forger — “ Black 
heart — “Brutal fellow — “ Wicked shc-devil''" 
— such were the words that escaped from their 
envenomed mouths. The women had the vic- 
tory at last : and the King and his minister 
were thrown down among the works below. 
All that we could leara from this quarrel was, 
that Frederick William was a very violent, mde, 
and suspicious man ; that he never loved any 
woman but Mademoiselle Pannowitz (maid of 
honour to the Queen) ; and that having declared 
his love rather too cavalierly, by throwing his 
arms round her at the turn of a narrow stair- 
case, the lady, who had a very vigorous fist, 
gave his Majesty such a furious blow on the 
nose that his face was all drenched with blood. 
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It WM from that time that he called her mckid 
she^eviL We lecumed also that his minister 
Grumbow was the most treacherous, false, and 
cowardly scoundrel known dunng his whole 
reign • Every crime was sport to him, pro- 
vided he gained his object for the purpose of 
obtaining every kind of information, he gained 
to his interests a certain adventurer called Ra- 
men (the Queen’s wolting-maid and confidant), 
who was ready to do ony thing for money, and 
who was as talkative as an old nurse. The lat- 
ter gamed without difficulty tbe confidence of 
her mistress, (who was herself excessively 
thoughtless and unsnspiaous,) roinntely noted 
down every thought of the Qaccn that nns 
hkcly to oppose the plans of the mmistcr, and 
then earned all her news to her paymaster 
Tire King was so wrapt np in Grujnboa, that 
he committed all sorts of blunders, flUrcated 
his own family, tynmnlrcd over every one, per 
sccutcd honest and honoumhle men, and pro- 

* HsTing an affair of bosoar to leitlo with the Prince 
of Anhalt, the moment Grtuabov enne to the groood. ho 
Tms aeiied with aach fear that he threw down hb nrooJ, 
and ran to embrace the Prince t kneea with tnoih* of the 
deepest bnmflktlon. Tbe Genml pare blm a ttnlle of 
ineflalde contempt, and tnreed hb back open him— 
(EniToa.) 
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tected scoundrels and adventui’ers. It was this 
minister who caused the unjust death of the 
unfortunate Katt, the King’s page, and who 
gave the truly infernal advice to force young 
Frederick, then Prince Royal, to vdtness his 
execution. By tliis the King obtained univer- 
sal hatred and execration. 

Maury. Unhappy are the nations governed 
by kings foil of the mania of soldierism ' Fo- 
reign to every sentiment of virtue, they reckon 
the misery and oppression of nations as of no 
account, provided the uniforms of their soldiers 
are according to the regulations, and the but- 
tons well aiTanged. 

Nap. This makes me remember, that when 
I was at Tilsit with Alexander and the King 
of Prussia, I was the most ignorant of the 
three in military details. The lUng of Prussia 
particularly excelled in the knowledge of but- 
tons and the proper cut of uniforms ! Not a 
tailor could beat him. When I went to see 
him, I found him in a kind of arsenal holding 
more than fifty figures dressed in uniform. He 
changed his own every day. At Jena, his 
troops performed the finest and most brilliant 
manoauvres in the world; but I soon put an end 
to all these fooleries. 



252 


NAPOLEOK 


Loim From what you say, it would seem 
that the military mania is tmnsraitted from 
father to son in the royal family of PrussuL 
Maury Pretty nearly so, ns gallantry in the 
royal family of France 

I uiged nly companions to pursue our ascent 
without further delay, os I wished to tcc the 
wonders of the Gtlt region My expectations 
were not long delayed the gleams of the pre- 
cious metal -dazzled our eyes through the trans- 
parent ceiling with which Uus region was 
adorned , tlie ceding was of irory on one side, 
and of pure gold on the oUicr As we ap- 
proached nighcr, I saw that there was no ap- 
parent comraunlcatlon between the two regions 
The lost wbed-uork terminated immediately 
under the white arch The apinls at work 
seemed devoured with restless impatlcocc the) 
would hare wished to pierce at once through 
the wished for arch , but tills could not be 
done , the wheels moved only with the utmost 
slowness. Now and then a Imp^oor opened 
and tt man in a long gown, marked with black 
and red, with a golden rod in his hand, gmrely 
asked one of the candidates what ore hiii titles 
to be admitted, hvery one explained hii own 
chums ns well ns he could according to the 
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opinion of the examiner, he was accepted or 
rejected ; if the latter, he left his wheel to lay 
hold of another beside it, and so on, till he 
came to another trap-door, and his tnim came 
again ; or sometimes he was thro'^m do^;!! to 
the most distant parts of the ivory region. 
The crowds of spiiits soliciting admission made 
this first stoiy extremely hustling, and I did 
not pereeive any women, except a few ndio 
moved by invisible means from one region to 
another. The trap-doors never opened v ithoiit 
throwing one of them out, and taking in ano- 
ther. When I reflected on these circumstances, 
I could not help casting an eye of pity upon 
the unfortunate race of man ' “ All those who 

surround us,’’ said I to my companions, “ have 
more or less enjoyed life. Before they came 
here, what strange patlis they must have 
passed through ' what intrigues, baseness, and 
vice ! At the moment their happiness seemed 
secure, death struck them, and they are now 
forced to begin all over again : if they had 
gained any thing by their conduct — but they 
are not a bit farther advanced than the vulgar 
saying — au bout du fossb la culbute ' (It ’s 
time enough to think of danger when it 
comes ')” 
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Loms From ^liat you say, it would seem 
that the military maom is transmitted from 
father to son m the royal fiumly of Prussia. 

Maury Pretty nearly so, as gallantry in the 
rpya) Ihmily of France 

I mged my companions to pursue our ascent 
without further delay, as I wished to see the 
wonders of the GtU region My expectations 
were not long ddaved the gleams of the pro- 
aoua metal dozrled our eyes through the trans- 
parent ceihog with which tins region was 
adomod , the ceiling U'as of ivory on one side, 
and of pure gold on the oilier As we ap- 
proached niglicr, I saw that there was no ap- 
parent commuDication between the two regions. 
The last wheel-work terminated immediately 
under the wliitc ancli Tbo spirits at vrork 
seemed de>ourcd nitli restless impatience the} 
would havn wished to pierce at once tfirougli 
the wuhed for arch , but tills could not be 
done, the wheds mored only with the utmost 
slowness. Now and then a trap-door opened 
and a man in a long gown, marked with black 
and red, witli a golden rod in hU hond,gmvdy 
asked one of the candidates whnl were hU titles 
to be admitted. Every one explained his own 
chums as wdl as he conid according to the 
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opinion of Uic examiner, lie was ncceplcd or 
rejected : if the latter, he left In'? wheel to lay 
hold of anollier hc<>idc it, and so on, till he 
came to another tra])-door, and his turn came 
again: or sometimes he was thrown don n to 
the most distant parts of the ivory region. 
The crowds of spiiits soliciting admission made 
this fust stoiy extremely Inistling, and I did 
not pciocivc any women, except a few who 
moved h} in\isil)lo means from one region to 
anothci. Tlic trap-doors nc\ er ojicned w ithonl 
throwing one of them out, and taking in ano- 
ther. When I reflected on these circumstances, 
I could not help casting an eye of pity upon 
the unfortunate race of man ' “All tliosc wlio 
surround us,’’ said I to my companions. “ ha\c 
more or less enjoyed life. Before tliey came 
here, wdiat strange jiaths they must have 
passed tlnough' what intrigues, haseness, and 
"sdee 1 At the moment tlicir happiness seemed 
seeuie, death struck them, and tliey aic now 
forced to begin all over again : if they had 
gained any thing by their conduct — but they 
arc not a bit farther advanced than the vulgar 
sajdng — an bout du fossb la culbutc ' (It *s 
time enough to tliink of danger wdicn it 
comes')” 
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Franceschi desired m to look on his side, to 
see with what a piteous mien old King Fcrdi 
nond rv in his Neapolitan dialect, implored 
the examiner to admit him among the clcct« 
He exclaimed from time to time, " Saiitu 
Jennani^ qjutmef r He threw the blame of oU 
his crimes upon his wife and those that were 
round him He had, he said, deceived the pco 
pie by promising them a constitution, because 
he was afraid , but that, in foct, he hoped the 
Austrians (as they did) would decimate the 
Neapolitans for the sole purpose of letting him 
terminate his career in peace, in the midst of 
hij old prostitutes, his hunting, and his mnea 
roni * He even confessed that Ills death was 
occasioned by a stroke of apoplexy thot came 
upon him when goi^ed with n sumptuous 
dinner 

Louis could not help laughing at the silliness 
af his heavy-crowned relation We heard the 
examiner, who pushed him with lus golden rtxl, 
my to him, ” Bt^no, old Idiot’ your hour is 
not yet come Ferdinond began wailing like 
i child , howled “ Ahfi, mfl/wru," and fell hack 
ike a stone to the radii liclow 

Maun/ Tliat man did but one good thing 
n hu whole lift he refused the Pope his 
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annual tribute called the Ghinea: every one 
knows that it consisted in a white mule richly 
caparisoned, wliich the Neapolitan ambassador 
presented to the Pope on his knees (the mule 
also bent his knees). Tliis homage was accom- 
panied by a respectful letter from his master, 
and a present of six thousand sequins in gold. 
Old Ferdinand was told that in this enlightened 
age it would be a piece of folly to yield to this 
superannuated and absurd practice. He liked 
the advice vastly, and was firm in putting it in 
execution. I remember a very laughable inci- 
dent that took place between him and the 
Papal Nuncio, Galeppi,' which is truly charac- 
teristic of the private habits, or lather the 
shameless indecency of the old King ' At a 
private interview with Ferdinand, the Nuncio 
was pleading the cause of the Ghinea with 
great warmth and eloquence. Ferdinand had 
no notion either of eloquence or of diplomacy, 
and was sadly embarrassed what to say or do ; 
so, to cut the matter short, he turned his back 
upon the speechifier, and sneaked off to his pri- 
vate apartments. The Nuncio followed him 
'wherever he went, still urging hun with his 
arguments, till at length Ferdinand could re- 
treat no farther, when he put his hands on a 
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table, lifted up one and gave rent to n 
crtpiitis » That ’g for the Poper wud he, 
then came another, — that 's for the Cardinals 
and then a third, — ** that ’s for yon Now go 
and carry inv ansunr to your master P TTc 
were convulsed with laughter at this anecdote, 
and Louis could not help corainiroicntlng to us 
certain arcumstancGs somewhat similar that 
had occurred m hia own family * 

Meanwhile Fmnccschi had struck the trap- 
door immediately abore us willi his iron wand 
The man with the siraar appeared , he thought 
that Maury and I were superior to forms, made 
us a profound bon without uttering n word, 
and wc all four entered freely Into tJic temple 
of Mammon MTiat on astonisldng prospect ’ 
The pavement, the columns, ond ceding were 
of pure gold , in the immense arclc tliot sur- 
rounded us, os far 05 the eye could reach, no- 
thing was to bo seen but gold '* This," said 
Fmnccschi to ns,“ is a kind of vestibule you 
sec that the height of the ceiling is not more 

* When a omchcr was dltduTgcd eoe daj- lu iIjp 
T oUerin (In 1821) tb* Dochttv of AnfioaMmo ran to 
great cotutenuUion to the ajtartmfot* of Louis XVIII 

IHs SIqJfttT p)cuUrtj bW to bCT * At any mr ray 
bIw you won t tty tlitl I outb that one **'*■(!' PiroB ) 
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than tw 0 nty-five usual residence 

of the examiners, are neither more nor 
less than honest bailiffs of the other world.” 
In fact, we saw nod^ but men in black and red 
gowns occupied in opening and shutting thou- 
sands of doors, an4 in admitting or rejecting 
spirits of both sexe^, according to the regula- 
tions of destiny. Tbe spirits who were ascending 
sprung with great vivacity along narrow stairs, 
formed in the inte^or of the central columns 
(which were mucP iarger than the rest), and 
entered the region in tbe twinkling of an eye. 
Their plain clothe^ instantly gave place to rich 
dresses according to their rank in life. The 
women who left this region rushed down the 
stairs in terror ffnd disorder. Their former 
magnificent dresse? disappeared, and they were 
now plainly dressed according to the fashion of 
their respective nations l a whip was placed in 
their hands, and tfto doors soon made them dis- 
appear fi’om view'- ^Vhilst we were looking 
upon these singu^^^’ arrangements, and were 
preparing to ascefid, a lady of the most surpass- 
ing beauty, and ^^ry richly dressed, rushed 
rapidly down to suffer her punishment : her 
face grazed mine* * • • Gri’oat God ' it 

is he exclaimed ^be ; but she could say no 
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more, for the inexorable trop-door dosed upon 

her Unfortunate Pnneess dc , 

I had no expectation of seeing jou in such 
scenes agnotco veicris vesbgja JJamma’ 1 
know no mental pain so great, as to meet with 
a being in misery whom we have loved, and to 
be unable to offer her any other consolation 
than fhutless regret ^ I entered the column for 
the sole purpose of dissipating my chagrin, for 
I was most powerfully affected by the mo- 
mentary sight of the princess The spiral 
staircase tv as also of massive gold, noUnng 
could be more wondcrlbl than the hrst new 
presented by this splendid rt^on Tlicre were 
no more wheels, no more levers or rc-octlng 
springs, but in their stead, magnificent saloons, 
superb galleries, basso relievos that surpassed 
the most finished workmanship of nature , 
gigantic columns, marvdlonsly sculptured and 
arranged in the most beautiful order , temples 
decorated with n boundless Inxiuy, of nhidi I 
had never formed the slightest idea — and all 
this extending, both horizontally and Tcrlically, 
ns far ns tlic eye could reach Cadi region has 
been stated to be a mile in height, and the cir 
cumfcrcncc of the whole 5c\cn thousand seven 
hundred and fifty feet I>ct any one imagine 
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pat^ to these Fraoccschi oJone seemed lu- 
difiereot to oU oboat hiro» though pleased 
with our surprise. At length, after giving u 
free coarse to our imogmations, and ei^oying 
the long period of tSence forced upoa e\ eiT" one 
at the sight of such an extraordiniw^ prospect, 
vre resumed our usaal coolness and sercnitj, and 
began to converse with each other os before 
Maury continued bis remarks, and said ” It 
13 here that one may justly exclaun “ Vanity 
of voiutiu — all w vaiuty ^ This saying pre- 
sented a melancholy truth to us, who ntre m 
the secret , hence, after our first ostonislnncnt 
had subsided, we could no longer look upon the 
actors who figured in this grand drama, hut 
with eyes of compassion 

The novelty of every thing that surrounded 
me occupied my mind , but 1 was still moa 
attentive to the personages of pa^t and modem 
ages who figured m these scenes I wulicd to 
address them all at one and tho same moment. 
Unfortunately, the personages lUemsdves moved 
along so rapidly, Uuit those whom I saw la>t, 
drove out of my mind those I Imd seen hut a 
moment before, so that wc advanced into the 
interior without perceiving our progrciS, and m 
this way (bund ourw-lves elev'oted abore j^nc/ai 
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stall's. The construction of tlie latter was 
truly singular : the first part of the region 
(immediately above the vestibule) was distin- 
guished, at various distances, by two arches 
placed in the form of a cross, forming an ob- 
tuse angle, and containing two collateral stair- 
cases, adorned with balustrades. The central 
height of the arches was sixty feet. Each 
branch presented a square platform, rather spa- 
cious, and containing seats. From each side 
of the platform then proceeded four other stairs, 
which were curved in different directions, and 
joined the corresponding points of the conti- 
guous arches ; and in their turn served as a 
basis to other stairs, which still followed the 
same proportions, and thus occupied the whole 
extent of the circumference and altitude of the 
region. The square spaces between the arches, 
were occupied with inlaid floors skilfully ar- 
ranged, upon which rested the little temples 
and the rich ornaments I have already men- 
tioned. 

It was on entering one of these temples that 
I perceived Murat, his head shaded by a bunch 
of white feathers, and his dress all resplendent 
■with gold : one might have fancied that this 
was the first day of his installation upon the 
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throne of Naples He was doselj urging a 
felr haired Ind/i with a lively complexloD and 
sparkling eyes, whose dress indicated the twelfth 
century He was so absorbed by her conver- 
satioD, that I woi forced to clap him on the 
shoulder before he would attend to me he 
at first assumed a menacing attitude, but the 
moment he recognised me, his conlUsiOD became 
extreme ** Eternal justice ! are you here — 
you, my brother-ln law, my Mentor— my so- 
vereign 1" 

” If you had felt in your lifcUme,'’ said I to 
bun, ** the force of the titles you arc now lavish- 
ing on me, you would not have sacnficed me 
to your capneeau By ruimng me» you sacrificed 
imlhona of men, and yourself along with them, 
for you knoH very wdl, that, dcprivT?d of my 
support, you were absolutely notlung of your- 
self This I shall always say in your praise, 
that you were the best cavalry officer In my 
army none but the brase Losailc, Lanoes, or 
Ney could have cr^uollcd you , but none could 
ever bare surpassed you— mlh this exception, 
never did I see such a Marplot In pohclct. In 
presence of the enemy you were a hcru— in 
your cafamet a ^ery woman ^our impolitic 
iijoa*uref, and the error* of your hlundcriDg 
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head, have ruined my operations, destroyed the 
sacred cause of the independence of nations I” 
Murat. For pity’s sake, do not tear iny heart 
with siicli painful recollections ! I admit eveiy 
thing, since events have unfortunately proved 
the blunders I committed. But allow me to say, 
that when you left the Island of Elba, I had 
wrongs to repair towards you (for having made 
a common cause with the Austrians in 1814). 
Now I confess that my alliance was merely 
feigned ; I wished only to preserve myself on 
the throne, to offer you assistance in case of fa- 
vourable circumstances. That impolitic measure 
unfortunately brought upon me the hatred of 
all the Italians, and almost all the French ' 
To remove such an unfavourable impression, I 
formed the grand plan of making a general at- 
tack upon the Austrians in 1815. My object 
was to draw off their attention towards my 
kingdom, and to leave you free to perforin the 
grand operations requii’ed by your position at 
the time. . . You may well say, that in 

this also I was grossly mistaken, because I 
ought to have waited for your orders, and, still 
more, because I commanded the most cowardly 
and undisciplined troops in Europe ' 

Mauri). It was perhaps in allusion to them 
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that Justin said “ Freqiientius ccuiain qnam 
ciutra Diseutci ” (i\iore carefhl of their supper 
than their camp ) 

Tht Ladtq In rajr tune they were quite os 
bad soldiers as id your da^s , this defect should 
not appear singular among a jieople who co m 
bme effeminacy with feroaty , who, taken in- 
dividually, produce men of great courage, and 
even of great learning , but the great mass of 
whom is always opposed to their governors and 
to sound laws , ready to revolt, ready to sub- 
mit ogam I the natural enemies of labour , tur- 
bulent by instinct , despising the objects of 
their worship, and jet abjectly su{>crsUtious , 
humble to the tyrant of tlio moment , haughty 
and cruel towards a conquered enemy , slaves 
to their passions, even to bmtahtj — Ignorant, 
superstitious, CDthusiasCic and rcvcogcfuh 

Nap ^ludamc seems to be well acquainted 
with the character of this nation ? 

The Lady That is not surprising , nij name 
IS Jnne , I rugned over the descendants of the 
Sybarites for ii\-and thirty >cars , m bnitatlon 
of tlieni I utts myself a homiadc, suptr»litiouj, 
revcngeAil, and gallant to excess , I became the 
\^clIm of iiij deeds at last. Like a late Eni- 
ptror (whom I Iiave alrtndy seen heix) I was 
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smothered between two beds by hired assassins, 
who coolly executed the infamous orders of the 
most ungrateful of men — of Charles de Duras, 
whom I had adopted as my son, and to whom 
I had bequeathed the crown 

Nap. It seems to me that I have somewhere 
read that this Charles de Duras was a feeble 
and abandoned man, which enabled yom’ bro- 
ther-in-law and enemy, Louis of Hungary, to 
find little difficulty in making him an instru- 
ment of his vengeance. 

The Lady He was wicked from inclination 

* Jane I. Queen of Naples, lived in the fourteenth 
century She mounted the throne at the age of 19 , 
she was married to Andrew of Hungary, whom she caused 
to be assassmated by the man who became her second 
husband, Louis of Tarentum She sold Avignon for the 
sum of 80,000 florms in gold. She had four husbands , 
she married the last at the age of 46, thinkmg more of 
his qualifications as a husband than as a defender of her 
kingdom Having no chddren, she adopted her relation 
Charles de Duras to succeed her That model of ingra- 
titude, urged on by her brother-m-law LouiS^ of Hungary, 
made war upon his benefactress, took her prisoner, and 
caused her to be smothered between two beds in the cas- 
tle of Mui 0 Duras was himself assassmated some time 
aftenvards in Hungary Jane protected literature and 
the arts , her Court displayed the most unbounded gal- 
lantry, but she 18 accused of having caused the death of 
her three first husbands. She died in 1381 . — (Editor.) 
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rather than from weakness. Hia propensity to 
evil was displayed from his earliest infancy , he 
was never happy but when he wns pla)iDg ma- 
bcious tncks upon every one around him. I 
leomed from a spirit who descended to these 
regions a century after my death, that the un 
grateful villain dearly paid for his cnincs, for 
he was asaasaimtcd lo Himgary at tJic moment 
he was obont to mount the throne Ali ' If I 
could poaibly mount ogoin upon iny ondcut 
throne, at the nsk of decimating my subjects, 
I would regenerate them radically ' I would 
take particular core that all the children should 
have a mDitory education, with helmets on 
their heads, and cuirasses on their breasts, and 
be brought up under tbc severest discipline ' 
When Antipatcr demanded fl/ly cldldren from 
the Spartans as hostages, they preferred giviug 
him twice the number of grou n men , ludi u as 
the Importance they attnbuted to education ' 
Nap 1 should doubt very much of )our iuc- 
cess, Madame, even with Uus mums Xatuix 
is too prohhe In tiiat country , tlic sun u too 
warm, the dimate too ucatlng and vivifying, 
lo accomplish such on object by seventy In 
my opinion, tlie only means of rendering thuii 
better would be the cxtirjiutlon of iguonmo. 
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among the lower classes. If my relation beside 
you had employed this system, instead of be- 
ing himself a cormpting example of Oriental 
luxury and pomp, he would have been univer- 
sally regretted, while he died nearly as you 
did : he was murdered by hired assassins, be- 
trayed by those who were indebted to Iiim for 
their rank and fortune ' Now that all these 
things are over, we may all cry out together : 
“ How many ungrateful people we drew from 
nothing 

Murat, There can be no doubt of it ; but, 
before we close this discussion, allow me to say, 
that Eugene powerfully contributed to the ge- 
neral disaster. 

Nap. Let us say nothing of him ; I have 
seen him, and he is sufficiently punished for 
what he did ; so let us respect lus misfortunes. 

Murat. And can you teU me any thing about 
my wife ^ 

Nap. I have been told that she has attached 
herself to a certain General Macdonald. I have 
taken her part, for I have always found quali- 
ties in her superior to most of her sex. 
Must she be blamed, because, after her hus- 
band’s death and all her misfortunes, she has 
placed her confidence in a trust- worthy person^ 
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And then, such a dever woman — the mother 
of several children, possessed of such a sound 
judgment and such an excellent heart 1 — She 
cannot possibly have forgotten herself But, 
after all, she la a woman \Vho cam depend 
firmly upon the cajinces of a a oinnn s mmd 
Perhaps my own wifcs is not more to be de- 
pended on ' 

Murat seemed absorbed by mclancliol} rc 
(lections , but Jane cast a look of contempt 
upon him, ruddy left him, and went to taka 
the arm of a wamor dnrrhng in armour, who 
then passed before the \c 3 UbuIe of the Tcmjilc 
** Slie is jealous,” said Murat, “ hanglAy and 
thoughtless, like a Parisian , she is angry that 
I thought of my wife the man slic has jomed 
IS Louis of Torcntuin, her second husband, and 
the murderer of the fimU I confess my weak 
ness, I lo>e Jane, but 1 admit she u belter 
with him than with me ' 

Wc left this sort of boudoir together, and 
con>erscd about our disasters and prexiot situ* 
ntion I was sorry to hcor iiurat sa>, * ( 
have lost my kingdom, it is true , but I am 
compensaUxi b) the ocijiusition of luj jteT>onal 
independence' Tiui ncU and iiumcuae 
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palace is well worth Caserta.’‘'^ There are more 
pretty women here than elsewhere ; several of 
them combine a celebrated name with the 
greatest personal attractions. Such is the 
Empress Theophania, whom I met with, and 
whom I am now seeking for every where.” 

Nap. Can you possibly seek the society of a 
woman who became famous for her abominable 
crimes ? 

Murat. We pay no attention to such things 
here ; we enjoy existence, talk of past times 
in our sports, and that is all. 

Nap. If my memoiy is correct, said I to 
him, that Empress died at a very advanced 
age, and cannot therefore be so attractive as 
you say. 

Murat. That would be true enough, if tlie 
ladies here ever went beyond their thirtieth 
year. 

Nap. Explain your meaning. 

Murat. The ladies who died before they 
were thirty, appear here of the same age as 
when they quitted the world : those who died 
at a more advanced age, even in helpless do- 


* A palace belonging to the kings of Naples. 
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tage, resume, on entenng this palace, the happy 
age of thirty 

N'ap In truth, since I entered these regions, 
\ have not seen a single old woman I Now do 
you beheve that your present happiness will 
always endure ^ 

Murat ^Vbat is >our object in asking the 
question ? 

Nap None at all I only.wish to know if 
you are really happy ? 

Murat Certainly I think I am * \Vhat I sec 
oronod me u not on iDusion, as you will your* 
self admit it u true that, to get hither, I was 
obliged to undeigo many hardships and much 
cruel treatment ’ But that it all oicr non, and 
I think of it no more 

I could only reply to hiiu uith a profound 
sigh, which ho doubtless attributed to mj rc- 
coUcctious of the past , but In truth, hon could 
I have undeceived him ? His fancied sccunty 
would have been stronger than all my orgu 
ments ' Maury, on looking round, discovered 
Cardinal Mattel, who was ascending o ilolr 
quite dose to ours m conqmny with Father 
Riccu the last General of the JauiU , uc lOon 
come up with them The CorUnml expre4>cd 
ids fears at our approach He Uill fanned 



IN THE OTHER WORLD 


271 


himself in the sublunary world, at the time of 
the taking of Mantua My affable air made 
him resume his composure, and he then said 
mth a smile, Peccavi, pcccavi’' “ I believe 
that we now may all say together, Peccavimus, 
2)eccavi)nus Then turning towaids Father 
Ricci, “ That,” said he, “ is the extraordinary 
man I have so often spoken to you about ; it 
was he who might have sunk the frail bark of 
St. Peter, l)ut had the generosity to lei it swim 
safely after all the temi^ests had subsided ' To 
do so he had every pretext in his favour by the 
bad conduct of the Court of Rome, which dared 
to break the faith of treaties, in spite of the 
armistice concluded between the Italian powers 
and the French general. But we had all our 
hopes placed in General Wurmser, whom we 
considered as a liberator ; we waited only for 
the slightest reverse occurring to the French 
array, to renew our hostilities and our crusades. 
During that General’s advance, an epidemic 
disease obtained what the formidable forces of 
Austria could never have obtained : that was, 
the momentary raising of the blockade of Man- 

* The Cardinal in question employed these very words, 
when endeavouring to excuse himself to Bonaparte for 
attemptmg to excite the Itabans to insurrection 
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tua. That unexpected inadent vraa attributed 
to the direct interposition of Heaven , but 
Heaven acted thus only to humble us more 
tembly afterwords* At Rome the Frcuch 
were insulted m the sheets , the virtuous Bas- 
ville was cowardly assassinated, and proclmna- 
txoDS were mode in the States of the Pope, that 
the first duty of a CathoUc was to assist in cx- 
peUing the French by every possible means, 
even by powo/i / (Pius VI had some 

months before this published an edict, mcDJic- 
ing with death whoever should dam to assault 
a Frenchman In the States of the Cburcti ) 
For the purpose of aiding die vicvrs of m> in- 
fallible master (I was then archbishop of Fer- 
rara), I puLhdy displayed in^ joy on learning 
the disasters of tlie French arai) I urged llic 
people to insurrection , I ordered the clerg) 
to preach murder m the tocred choir, which 
should echo with nothing but the praises of the 
Creator , I took possession of the atadcl of 
Ferrom, and caiucd the Pope's two-coloumd 
standard to be hoisted, after puUmg down the 
tn-colorc, and dragging ll tlirough the *trccU ' 

A short time after this, the fuiuous battle of 
Costiglione put an end to these ecclcaia. tioU bra 
>ndocii and o|»cncd the eyes uf liie ignorant 
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who had been misled ; I was arrested by the 
conqueror’s orders, and taken to his head-quar- 
ters at Brescia ; I was confused, and ashamed 
of my conduct, and implored his pardon by 
humbly exclaiming, ‘ Peccavi’ His generous 
heart was disarmed ; he was satisfied with 
sending me for three months to repent of my 
sins in a seminary of that city ' Alas, instead 
of repenting, I merely flattered my mind with 
new plans of ambition : while I thought I was 
serving God, I was merely serving my own 
passions : it was in vain that I examined the 
qualifications of all the members of the Sacred 
College, I could not find one who was more 
worthy than myself of filhng the office of prime 
minister I obtained it on my return to Rome : 
the Pope himself thought me a holy man, and 
the right arm of the interests of the Church. 
. . . ' Some time afterward the conqueror 

saw me again, with eyes of pity, acting as ple- 
nipotentiaiy at Tolentino : I signed whatever 
he required ; the distance between him and me 
was too great for me to hope to gain any ad- 
vantage. Yet, idiot as I was, I had acqiured 
celebrity among the leaders of the obsciiranti. 
The childish formality with which I maintained 
all the unimportant ceremonies of public wor- 

T 
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ship , my obst\na<^, my zenl for miurrecUoiw, 
and my hatred to bberty, made the Court of 
Austria believe thot I would make an c::(ccllciit 
Pope. After the death of Pius VI the agents 
of Austria exerted themscl\ es powcrAdly in the 
conclave of Vemecto get me elected 
I ought» on this occasion, to remark, to the 
praise of the Italions (including the clejgy), that 
such was their avenion to every Uuug con- 
nected with Austria, that the> preferred elect- 
ing Clnaramonti, in spite of hu professing to 
be n repubUcao, whilst he was Bishop of Iraola.'* 

Nap A un confessed is half pardoned 

** 1 hoi>e so» resumed Mattel, ** and I am 
now doing all I can to obtain it by good for- 
tune, I found that holj nion (pomling Id Ilicci), 
who Olds me with his knowledge, and comforts 
rao with hoiKJ ** 

** In truth,' said Rica, ” the grace cjjicacc 
and the grace concomitaalc * act powerfully 
upon us I know thot we have ceased to exist 
upon the earth, and, to mj great astonishment, 
see uuccrtmnt) still enveloping spirits that ore 
freed from the trammels of ilic bod} • hrom 
this 1 infer that grace is stiU with ua , without 

• Exprodooi md of »ciu«, »uploj«d by Umj J«ajU la 
their fitootu <^uarTfl* with ih# (Epttow ) 
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it, we should have lost all hope ; hope is rea- 
lized in this place by the intuitive vision of 
created things, which will lead us by degrees 
to that of the Creator 

Maury thought that a dissertation upon 
grace, in our present position, would be too 
much of a hoax, and interrupted Father Ricci 
by observing : “ Did you never imagine that 
there was a strong analogy between us 

Ricci. Certainly not, unless you sprang fi'om 
the ranks of my disciples. 

Maury I was nothing of the kind ; our 
analogy did not consist in principle, but in the 
worldly vicissitudes that caused us both to die 
in the same chamber. 

Ricci. ( warmly.) Do you mean to say that 
you died in the Castle of St. Angelo ? You ! a 
Cardinal ' of what crime were you accused ? 

Maury, Of a very grave crime, in the eyes 
of a Pope newly restored to his seat — that of 
not being what you were when the Jesuits were 
suppressed. 

Ricci. Is it possible ' 

“ Cangiano i savi 
A seconda de’ cast i lor pension " 

If you had lived in the time of a philosophical 

T 2 
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pope like GangonelU, you would hare made 
your fortune, while I should have Imd need of 
a pope like Pius VII — that pope jumt hare 
surely restored the aonety to its pristine splen- 
dour * 

LouUt who seized t.rery opportunity of 
making a general confession of his sins, imme- 
diately added “ Alas ’ fatlier, it has not been 
the Pope exactly who has patronized >our 
societ} ! — No , by a strange incontutency, it 
was a conatitutional King, who commanded a 
witty, gallant, and warlike nation , a bng, who 
belie\cd neither in Qod nor devQ — nho went 
to matt daily, that it might be reported iu 
the newspapers and that king — was myself 
Now, what I did is nothing, m conipanson of 
the induence my successor Is endcarounng to 
give to )our soatty It is true, thot he lie 
laughed at, at lost he lias already received 
more than one public mortiUcation flrom the 
courts of low judges, as honest as La> acr^utnc 
and Lomoignon, hare oequitted those nhoin 
the court had the greatcit interest m getting 
condemned, Mctims were bought for who 
should 5cr>c os examples to any one that dared 
to controvert thtir principles , but, instead of 
them, api>cnrcd public opinion which, like on 
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anxious aud vigilant mother, covers her beloved 
offspring with lier wings. 

Nap. During my reign, I sometimes applied 
my attention to find out the advantages a sove- 
reign may obtain by following a mysterious, 
dark system, slirouded in alarm and terror. I 
found out, to my experience, that it was useful 
neither to himself nor to his subjects ; nor even 
to inspire his enemies with respect or fear : — to 
himself t because suspicion and distrust poison 
his life ; — look to Tiberius, Louis XL, or Philip 
II.: to his subjects, because they hate every 
thing that comes fi’om tlie authority of the 
sovereign, even when it is intended for salutary 
purposes : — to his enemies, because tliey know 
their adversaiy’s secret, and will never give him 
more than one chance, that of trying every 
possible means of avenging themselves, even 
'under the mask of virtue. Hence Montesquieu 
justly said, “ that government is lilce all otlier 
things : to be maintained, it must be beloved ; 
to be beloved, its aim must be the general hap- 
piness of all.” 

Maury. Montesquieu also remarks : If a 
nation existed in the world, which was of a 
sociable turn of mind; an openness of heart 
and disposition ; fond of enjoyment, with a 
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strong propensity and readiness to coinmuns 
cate its ideas, which was lively, susceptible, 
agreeable, and cheeriiil , sometimes imprudent, 
and not rarely indiscreet , and which to these 
characteristics added courage, generosity, and 
frankness of manners, and a high fechng of 
honour, — such a nation must not be cramped in 
its manners by laws, lest its \lrtuc 3 should also 
be restrained ” 

liicct These ore prinaples that were totally 
neglected in my time. But now I remember, 
the Mont^uieu von are talking of was put 
in the Itidw Espurgatonus 

Maury It was by coastantl) placing the 
nanies of great loen in tlic Index, that the 
brutal degradation of tlie human race has been 
accomplished It was also on thot occount 
that such cagemeu was shown to prai>c Uie 
acts ofAUperstitioui and credulous kings, nhiUt 
poison and the dagger menaced, from the re- 
treats of mystery and ciune, oU those monarclis 
who were active and enlightened I I 

have always pitied a nation governed by a 
superstitious lung, cruelty follows closdy In 
his train I need not speak of such a monster 
03 Charles IX. It Is said that Louis Xlfl 
showed much reluctance to agree to the la» 
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which made the Negroes in the colonies slaves, 
but he instantly consented, when they got him 
to believe that it was the only sure way to con- 
vert them. When Louis XIV. became a de- 
votee, he committed the greatest fault of his 
reign ; hence it has been said, that he never 
possessed a friend, and the revocation of the 
Edict of Nantz is a proof of it. Philip II. said, 
that “ if no executioner could be found to hang 
the heretics, he would perform the office him- 
self.” 

Nap Previous to my reign, the Kings of 
France took an oath to exterminate all heretics; 
but at my coronation I swore to protect all re- 
ligions : confess, my dear colleague, (speaking 
to Louis XVIII.) that you would have done 
like your predecessors, if you had been croivned 
unless the fear of the English and Prus- 
sians had restrained you. 

Louis. I do not deny it ; in my position at 
that period, I was capable of doing any thing. 

Ricci. However hostile history may seem on 
this point, I shall never cease to reiterate what 
I wrote in my protestation, some time before 
my death ; namely, that my order could never 
be reproached with the commission of , any 
crimes ; . . . . that it always co-operated 
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in the propagation of the Chnatian rchgion , 
and — j 

Mauryy (interruptmghvR.) Rather wj the 
Papist religion, which has no connexion what- 
ever with the true principles of Chnstiaiuty I 
Mattdt (to Maury ) I see yon arc atiU the 
some man as ever it is possible that i\e may 
be in error, but this error is dear to us. It is 
better that our conversation should end here 
Murat had hitherto remained betide us, out 
of politeness, listening to nothing that was said, 
but costing a restless look upon oil the passers- 
by All at once, he perceived a bcau- 

tiftil woman covered with Jewels, and dressed 
in A purple cloak , she gbded down the stairs 
hkc lightning, and had come within a short dis- 
tance of the spot where wc were, when Murat 
stretched out liis arms, and cxcloliued, It is 
she !” and rushed forward to meet her Wc 
followed him with our eyes, as for as the foot 
of the Gdt Region, and, not seeing him return, 
concluded that, borne along by ids passion, he 
luid followed liU beautiful Theophania (for she 
it was), and not being able to get into the ivory 
region* hod endeavoured to dissliiotc hb chagnn 
with some other beauty ” ThU 

is precisely what he always was,” said I to my 
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companions; “ hot-headed, impassioned, thought- 
less, yielding to every caprice, and wholly in- 
different to futui’e consequences 

Mattel and Ricci continued their ascent by 
another flight of steps, and we slowly pursued 
our own career, in hopes of meeting some inter- 
esting personage of our acquaintance. In such a 
vaiied and innumerable multitude, there was ne- 
cessarily a great diversity of tastes and occupa- 
tions. The greater number devoted their time 
to intrigues of gallantry, which gave one the idea 
of a very crowded masquerade ; others (that is, 
lawyers and diplomatists) seemed seriously oc- 
cupied with important matters, altogether out 
of their sphere ; the bankers and speculators 
were collected in different groups, and were 
bushy employed in the most abstruse and ex- 
traordinary calculations, founded on the pro- 
fusion of the metal which had formerly been 
their delight ; but the most amusing class of 
all was that of misers and celebrated pick- 
pockets We saw a tall, gaunt man, mysteri- 
ously running off with two vases of the greatest 
beauty, skulking adroitly among the crowd, 
and then hiding himself in a little temple, as if 
he was afraid of the loss of his treasure ’ We 
resolved on following him : the moment he per- 
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ceived ua, he- rus hed upon his plunder with open 
mouth and haggard ejcs, and the most laugli^ 
able attitude imogmoble I remember this 
very man dying in Pons m 1808, m the fourth 
story of a house which he hod inhabited for 
forty years by himself, without either servant 
or relation near him no one had ever entered 
his room , the people in the same house knew 
nothing of him or his busmess , Ins apparent 
wretchedness saved him from the enquiries of 
the cunous. The newspapers that gave these 
particulars, said that he went out every mom> 
ing to buy his frugal meal, and that the door of 
his chamber was protected b> tbrcc or four dlf 
ferent locks \Vljcn he felt Ins end 

approaching, he locked bunsUf in, spread all Ins 
treasures upon a table, ond died while feasting 
his c) C3 w ith the sight ' The corruption of Ins 
corpse forced the neighbours to break ojicn the 
intrenched post of tins pnest of Mainnion I 
recollected thcskC particulars when I saw him iu 
the singular attitude 1 have just mentioned 
we left him to enjoy his bUnd raving Hut be- 
fore wc Icfr the temple, three other itcr^onagcs 
not less extraordinary presented thcm>elvc3 to 
our view ilaurj, who bad a pcrfict recollec- 
tion of the countenances of the ikjik^s of past 
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ages, from having seen their portraits, told me 
that they were Innocent III, Innocent IV, and 
Boniface IX. The former reigned eighteen 
years, from 119S to 1216. The second reigned 
eleven years, from 1243 to 1254. They had 
all three squatted down in a corner, with a cru- 
cible before them, a trivet, and a box full of 
ingots, jewels, and other precious objects. They 
seemed so absorbed with their occupation, that 
we had plenty of time to reconnoitre them 
thoroughly before they noticed us. Mamy was 
well acquainted ivith their history, and said to 
us : “ The fii’st was of the family of Cont6, and 
was almost as cruel and tyrannical as Pope 
Gregory VII. ; he committed the most atrocious 
cruelties against the heretics and the Albigenses 
of Languedoc ; he was not more temperate to- 
wards sovereigns than towards heretics He 
brought Romagna, Umbria, the March of An- 
cona, Viterbo, and other places, under the papal 
jurisdiction He conquered Rome itself: du- 
ring his reign the senate was the senate of the 
pope, and not the senate of Rome. The pon- 
tiffs then began to be powerful sovereigns. The 
Dominicans and Mendicants of St. Francis took 
root during his pontificate ; yet, amidst all his 
enterprises, the. ruling passion of that pope 
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was sTance The most laughable part of the 
matter was, that he still inculcated, os fervently 
as ever, contempt for temporal things 1 
The following is port of a letter he wrote to the 
English King, John, when he sent him four 
rings adorned with pr«nons stones — * The 
form, which la rcmod, {said he) represents eter- 
mty, and ought to detach you from all tem- 
poral things, and attach jou to the things that 
are eternal The number, four, indicates the 
hrmneas of a soul superior to the vicisiitades of 
fortune, and that is founded upon the {bur car- 
dinal virtues The matter, which is of gold, 
(the most preaous of ail metals) denotes tho 
wisdom which Solomon preferred to eveiy 
other advantage. The colours are also rayste 
nous , the green of the emerald, denotes faitb , 
the blue of the sapphire, hope , tho red of tho 
ruby, chanty , and tho brilliant yellow of tho 
topaz, good works,’ Such a silly and quizzical 
letter nevertheless had its effect. John placed 
himself on his knees before tbe Pope s legato, 
and gave up all his states to hhn to obtain the 
pardon of his luastcr, who had already excooi- 
municated him ' Innocent IV a Genoese of 
the house of the Ficsqui, uas the implacable 
enemy of Frederick II Emperor of Germany 
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St. Louis having remonstrated with him, on 
the improper manner in which he treated the 
emperor, the arrogant pope replied — “ So long 
as I live I shall defend France against the 
schismatical Frederick ; against the King of 
England, mij vassal , and against all her other 
enemies.” Like his predecessor, this pope was 
one of the greatest misers who ever sat in 
the chair of St. Peter. One day the virtuous 
Thomas Aquinas (the greatest man of his 
age) found him very busy counting a large sum 
of money.* The Pope said to him : ‘You see 
that the Church is no longer what she was 
when she said. Silver or gold, I have none.’ To 
this the doctor replied : ‘ That is true. Holy 
Father, but neither can she say to the man 
sick of the palsy, Ai'ise and walk This pope 
left at his death twenty-five millions of florins 
in gold, an almost incredible sum for that 
epoch.-j- Boniface IX a Neapolitan, was of a 

* In speakmg of riches, Epammondas remarked “ It is 
not the liquor which is corrupt , — it is the cup ” 

t There was also another pope (John XXII ) who left 
about an equal sum at his death Italy was then in a flou- 
rishing state The houses of Peruzzi and Barth, of Flo- 
rence, became bankrupts, because they had lent a milhon, 
three hundred and sixty thousand gold flonns, to Edward 
III , who was unable to repay them {Jn7io 1339 ) 
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mean family, and* sat m the papal chair from 
ld86 to 1401 He was avaricious, usurious, 
and extravagantly prodigal towards hu own 
femily , it was he who instituted the perpetual 
annats, which have so greotly increased the re- 
venues of the successors of poor Peter There 
they are, all tliree, busy coming money' 

^Vhen I heard Maury's narrative, I regretted 
that the keys of St. Peter bad not been (at the 
tune the French entered Italy) m the bonds of 
Innocent III instead of Pius VI , “ ^Vitll a 
character like lus,” exclaimed I, " it would have 
been all over with the papal dominion ( * 

We left the cave of Plutus without disturb 
lug the mysteries of hu ministers, and 1 merely 
said with a smile, ** Let tu respect misfortune 
When we reached the UndiDg-plax» of the 
staircase before us, we sow Clarke m a court 
dress, sittmg beade Madame du Tmdn * he 
seemed enchanted with her conversation , dud 
it must be admitted that the countenance of the 
ex canoness was extremely fascinating Tlic 

* Alaxandnne da Tlnciii cn tuaUtioot sod U lcnt ed 

woman Slie wt* nuitreo of Canliaal D ob di , and auc. 
ceeded In obtaining a eardlnoi a hat for bar brotitr known 
bj tb« nama of Cardinal da TIndn. Sh# died in J749 — 
(fiplTO* ) 
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arrival of Louis and myself visibly disconcerted 
him. He rose, however, and came to meet us 
with an embarrassed countenance, which dis- 
played considerable awkwardness. “ Duke of 
Feltre,” said Louis to him, with a smile, “ if I 
had known that, on leaving me, you would have 
gone some years before me to these regions, I 
should have requested you to prepare a lodging 
for me.” 

Sire, as you see, there is plenty of room for 
all ; (then turning towards me, and bending his 
head) even for him whom I cannot behold with- 
out a blush.” 

Nap You mistake my real sentiments, Duke 
of Feltre, if you think you cannot approach me 
but with the aspect of repentance and remorse ' 
I have pardoned so many things during my life- 
time, that it seems to me to be absurd for any 
one to fear my remonstrances after my death. 
Do you remember the note I wrote to you ^ 
“ Serve the Ki}ig an faithfully as you have served 
me ” 

Clarke. Yes, Sire, I remember it ; but it is 
not that circumstance that causes my present 
embarrassment : to serve the King was not a 
culpable act, but to draw down upon myself the 
hatred of a whole kingdom, by the vices of an 
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unjuat and partml administration, was a cnmc ' 
which all the gold of this place cannot wash 
away ^ Unfortunately for my repose, I know- 
all that baa been said and done concerning me 
since my death I may consmentioualy say 
that the fact* have been exaggerated, and the 
blame greatly overcharged, but the grounds 
of complamt are but too true — even were they 
nothing more than the charge of having been 
the persecutor and oppressor of those very sol 
diers, who a year before were the pnde of their 
country— of those soldiers whom I hod the nn 
merited honour of superintending in prosperous 
times — of those dlustnous womors, whose hard- 
ships, sufferings, and blood Iiad only served to 
augment the power of those who, like me, en- 
joyed, in the Heart of the capital, all tho com 
forts and pleasures of life, without danger or 
anxiety . — this cannot be called serving the 
King ' It was the conduct of nn 

ungrateful heart it was evidence of on insa- 
tiable thirst for wealth end honours, however 
obtained^ It wna priifemng the 

sEHy satisfaction of a courtier, (ffattcred by the 
condescension of his temporary master) to the 
blessings of all future generations- Look to St 
Cyr ' I have been told that he was a minister 
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like myself but what a mighty contrast: what 
severe integrity in his measures ' what incor- 
ruptible uprightness in his management of the 
finances ' Hence was the King who liears me 
forced to dismiss him . . . for such 

men woidd not suit tlie party of the day ' . . 

Louis. My dear Duke, you must be consoled 
for all these things, as I am myself, and, what 
is more, as your founer sovereign and benefac- 
tor, jNTapoleon, has obtained consolation. The 
human race are and always will be ignorant, 
vicious, selfish, and blind to their dearest inte- 
rests. It is useless to inculcate eternal truths 
in their minds, for they will never make a last- 
ing or salutai’y impression. One of our poets 
has said — 

Sur ce bas bemisphJire il n’est rieii d’lmmuable 
L'homiue, egare toujours dans la nuit de I'erreur, 

Ne connaitra jamais, ui la pai\ veritable, 

Ni le parfait boiilieur 

I am sure that every one has felt the force of 
this thought; but I am also certain that the 
shghtest incident occurring a moment after- 

* “ There is nothing unchangeable in ting sublunary 
sphere Man still wanders through darkness and error, 
and can never attain m this world either unalloyed peace 
or perfect happiness ” 

U 
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ward* would baui&U it from his mind it is 
when they come down here that they will open 
their ^es bat, perhaps, it will 

be too late ' And I also have lately made a 
general confession of my sms before a countless 
multitude of the dead , hod you heard the enu- 
meration of my blunders 

Clarke Allow me. Sire, to observe, that m 
committing errors you had many excuses to 
offer The French hod, first of all, lU treated 
your family , you returned to them as a stran- 
ger who had no mterest, care, or discretion to 
feel for any one. You found it necessary 
(though offeu against your own feelings) to fol- 
low the precepts and aid the passions of your 
masters from without. You were constantly 
surrounded by a class of people who cned out 
Vive U Roil with no other idea than that it 
tqgmfied Long live the privilege* we are trijing 
to recover ' AH these circumstances combmed 
would have misled a very Titus ' But I acted 
like a man, who, after receivmg lodgmg, food, 
and clothing in a hospitable mansion, rises up 
against the owners, and calls them intruders 
and robbers — such was, in fact, tho conduct I 
adopted. 

Nap And it is that of many others. Your 
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confession is certainly praiseworthy, and has 
even gone beyond my expectation, for I have 
hitherto^ met with none but obstinate spirits 
stm wrapt up in all their old follies : this is a 
favorable indication for you, and promises you 
more happiness in future. 

During the time that we were conversing, 
Madame du Tencin had listened attentively to 
the confession of her new friend : she abeady 
knew who we were, for Clarke had often talk- 
ed to her about the events of my reign and 
those of Louis. She spoke to me with infinite 
grace, and said, “ Sire, the goodness of your 
heart is perhaps the principal cause of the cha- 
grin felt at this moment by the poor Duke ; 
he regrets that he did not devote the close of 
his days to serve you in your misfortunes, as 
he would have done had you been always vic- 
torious 

Nap. I should have taken good care not to 
ask for such a sacrifice from all my creatures ; 

I have some knowledge of history, and know 
that long before the time of Ovid, men felt what 
he expressed in the following line : — 

“ Tempora si fuerint nubila, solus ens ” 

But I certainly did not expect that these 

u 2 
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gentlemen would not only abandon me, but 
become the first accusers of ray actions, and 
the persecntora of their former companions m 
arms The number of the wretched I left in 
the world is truly temble ’ 

From whom had they a nght to 
expect consolation, unless from that class of 
men whom I hod elevated to power, and who 
maintained it und^ the government that suc- 
ceeded me ? Who should have protected those 
accused of the Revolution, ij| not the very men 
who were mdebted to tliat Revolution for their 
fortune and eminence ? 

<fu Tcncm I perfectly agree with you 
Sire , nothing can be opposed to such argu- 
ments but if we reflect a. htUe upon what has 
been done m post tunes, we shall find sucli a 
host of examples of Unman versatility, tiiat in- 
dulgence will be enjomcd us I m}»elf was 
the most famous pirouette of my age , I was by 
turns a cloistered nun a canoness distinguished 
for gallantry, the mistress of a bardmol who 
was prime mmister, and a courtesan dutm- 
goiahed for Intngue and bet espnt , indeed, I 
hod such pretensions to the latter title, that I 
never called the literary characters who fre- 
quented ray house by ony other narao Uuui mj 
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b^tes (fools) ; — but we all merited that signifi- 
cant term, for we had taken for our motto — 

“ Nul n’aura de I’cspnt que iioui> et iioh ann;, ” 

I obtained great applause for writing novels 
that had been revised and corrected by men of 
learning. But my ruling passion was intrigue 
rather than literature ; and it is very probable 
that I should never have meddled with litera- 
ture at all, if I had been able to draw up de- 
crees of Parliament from morning to night. 

Nap. I read, Rlndame, one of your works, the 
Siege of Calais; its penisal gave me some 
agreeable moments ; but, as I had expected to 
find an exact narrative of aU the military ope- 
rations (the only thing that could excite my 
interest), I was much disappointed m finding 
the book full of amorous adventures, improba- 
ble incidents, and complicated scenes and cha- 
racteis that wearied without instructing me : — 
I do not think that I finished it. 

Mad dll T. That was all my own fault ; my 
nephew, Pont de Vesle, who coiTected my 
works, often blamed these heavy parts, but he 
was not listened to. The favour I enjoyed whilst 
I was the mistress of Cardinal Dubois, com- 
bined ivith that I acquiied as the sister of ano- 
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ther cardinal, who was also in the ministry, 
had raised me to sudi a pitch of pnde that I 
sincerely believed myself above the whole hu- 
man race 

■Loms Can you inform ns, Madame, if it was 
true, that though the R^ent despised Dubois, 
he could not do without him ? 

Alad du T That is perfect^ correct by 
means of his immoral habits, Dubois bod ac- 
quired the fiivour of the R^nt. The latter 
was flattered by seeing a churchman on the 
same level with hnnself , and by constantly con- 
fiding his secrets to him, it happened that Du- 
bois became the soul of the ministry He was 
supple, and adroit with hu superiors, violent 
and brutal towards bis inferiors , fond of mo- 
ney, though not miserly , intb no sound Jmow- 
ledge bat a great deal of vain pretension, he 
succeeded in dor.ding the multitude , he was at 
one and the same tune admired, feared, and 
despised. I attached mysdf to bun, and through 
his means rose to rank and power . — had it not 
been for that, I should have bad no compensa- 
tion, for he was >eiy i^Iy , 

The Regent at last imbed for his dcatli, for 
he was afnud of getting nil of him othcnvise. 
One stormy day that the minuter was very ill. 
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the Prince could not help saying, “ I hope this 
weather will carry off my fellow !” In fact, it 
may be truly asserted that the depravity of the 
Regent was to be attributed to Dubois : he 
had persuaded him that there was neither pro- 
bity among men, nor vii'tue among women, and 
that cunning scoundrels should be employed by 
government rather than men of honour and in- 
tegrity. 

Louis turned towards me, and said with a 
smile, “We know other sovereigns who confi- 
ded the reins of government to scoundrels, even 
without the counsels of a cardinal.*’ Then ad- 
dressing myself to Clarke, I said, “ Duke of 
Peltre, I am sensible to the signs of repentance 
you have given me. Though in the mansions of 
the dead, it is pleasant not to meet enemies on 
one’s passage ; I congratulate you on the choice 
you have made of such an amiable and intelli- 
gent friend- I wish that your present happi- 
ness may long continue, and advise you to arm 
yourself with patience and resignation whatever 
may occur to you. 

After a few minutes conversation, we separa- 
ted, the best friends in the world. Louis agreed 
with me that Clarke was not endowed with a 
superior mind nor sound knowledge, of which a 
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proof might be found in bis fondness for he- 
raldry and genealogical trees , but that he was 
very dfligent and an excellent director of the 
government offices 

Maury had left us for some nunutea , we saw 
him at the top of the stair in a solemn conference 
with another cardinaL By the richness of their 
dress it was difficult to distinguish which of 
them was the elect and which the reprobate. 
When we came up, Manry said to me, ” Here 
13 another cardinal who was a pnme minister, 
the TTioji cmtnatt AlberonL*’ He related to me 
a port of his history, which afforded me great 
amusement I saw a very gay man with a 
comic expression of countenance, hut which also 
indicated boldness and ambition He came up 
to me with a moliaons smile, os if he bad i\ish> 
ed to express — " We tvere m great thuigt m our 
childhood, Olid yet mk both meddled with gnin 
dear " I guessed bis thoughts, and said, 

as if to myself, *' I never could imagine any 
thing so absurd as for certam sovereigns to give 
-the management of state offairy to ecclcMOs- 
tics.** 

Alberom You would have thought otherw ise, 
had you been a devotee and debauchee do}ou 
not see that a minister who is a pnest is a Kind 
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of safegiiai’d for the conscience of a supersti- 
tious King, for he can then commit every sort 
of injustice, tyranny, and even crime, without 
being afi-aid of any punishment in the other 
world? The anointed of the Lord is there 
either to absolve him from his sins, or to prove 
to him that his actions are sanctioned by Hea- 
ven. Then suppose the Piince is fond of laugh- 
ter and meniment , that a man, of my humom’ 
has access to him once a-day for the space of 
two months, and amuses him with stories, 
jokes, and tricks of buffoonery, what is to pre- 
vent the buffoon from becoming a favourite ? 
Fi’ora bemg a favourite to become prime mi- 
nister is an easy matter ; and such was actually 
my case with Philip V. He had a handsome 
and intriguing mistress (the Princess des Ur- 
sins) : I tried my comical tricks, and choused 
her from him. Aided by the latter, I got Philip 
to many Ehzabeth Farnese, a very gay and 
pretty woman : again I played my tucks, and 
choused my master. I went on chousing men 
of their wives, till I, found one who choused me 
myself. As the scoundrel Dubois could not 

I 

supplant me by political intrigues, (because I 
was more knowing on that point than he,) he 
succeeded iii making an arrangement with ano- 
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ther wretch, called XiOura, the Queen 5 nurse 
she took her mistress by her weak side, and 
made her jealous of me, by relating oil the sto- 
nes she could collect of what I said or did 
among the Spanish ladies (and it is well known 
that those belongmg to the court [x>ast of not 
being very cruel) I had nq suspiaon of the 
impending blow , but the matter succeeded 
wonderfully well The Parmesan Queen, m a 
momentary fit of anger, made her (doubly- 
crowned) husband such a pau^ync of my con- 
duct, that the silly man sent me as swii^ as a 
shot on order to leave his states in four-ond- 
twenty hours He thought he wus merely sa- 
tisfying his own resentment, while he was only 
satisfying the Queen s Jealousy • 1 believe I 
am the only minister who ever bad such au 
unexpected, rude, and rapid tumble The 
evemng before I was the sun of Spam — next 
day I became a tomhnl If my 

career was to go over ogoio, I do not say that 
I would not jjfaj/ the buffoon to amuse Queens, 
hut most assuredly J would never become their 
lover "What madness ’ In a post like that, 
the whole kmgdom is a sentgho 

The ludicrous mauner witli which Albcrom 
gave his narnitivc, amused us infinitely Louis 
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asked him if it were true that he was indebted 
to the poet Campistron, secretaiy to the Duke 
of Vendome, for the commencement of his for- 
tune. 

I owed it/’ replied he, “ to thieves who plun- 
dered Campistron, but still more, as I said before, 
to my merry humour, which made all my pro- 
tectors pleased in their turn. Laugh as long as 
you please, thought I, provided I go on. In 
fact, I was indebted to this happy gift of nature 
for the brilliant career I passed through, from 
the humble post of bell-ringer in the cathedral 
of Placentia, to that of prime minister of the 
kingdom of Spain. Towards the end of my 
days, I did like many others ; I became ga~ 
nache (an old fool), and rendered myself ridicu- 
lous by attempting an expedition against the 
most dwarfish of republics, that of San Marino, 
in which I failed. This made the witty Bene- 
dict XrV. say, ‘ Alberoni is hke a gourmand 
who covets a piece of coarse bread after a good 
dinner.’ ” 

Na'p. The existence of that httle hill you 
have just mentioned, which has always been 
independent in the midst of a country parcelled 
out like Italy, seems really miraculous * For 
my own part, I made it my duty to respect 
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their independence they sent me deputies to 
request I would recognise their httle hamlet, 
and 1 made them a present of two four-poimders, 
which they took back in tnmnph to the top of 
their ant-hifl, and declared that they would 
drive back ail the Arutocrats of Europe^ if they 
ever attacked their hberty I Alberoni 

played us the same tnck as Murat, He per- 
ceived, at some distance, that very Laura, who 
was formerly the author of his downfall 
^ Ah ' wretch,” said he, " I have two ^rords to 
say to you,” He made a gambol, and disap 
peared 

We laughed bog and heartily ot the charoc 
ter of the dipbmatist, and the master he had 
served Louis told us that be had been him- 
self inclined to lavour these people, and con- 
fessed to us that Decares assumed his ascen- 
dancy over him only because he was on agree 
able story teller, arid kept bun well acquainted 
\vith all the gossip and scandal of Pons, He 
also confessed that the greatest sacrifice he ocr 
mode in lus life w ns dismissing that minister , 
that he could not be brought to agree to it till 
he hod been constantly harassed by the ultraj, 
and lus bfe embittered by tlio cnboli of lus own 
fnuiilj , ” And after all,” «ud he, “ had it not 
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been for the melancholy catastrophe of the 
Duke of Berry, they would never have obtained 
it as long as I lived.” 

I acted in the same way,” said I, “ towards 
many others, but chiefly towards Fouch6 and 
Talleyrand ; I was perfectly certain that they 
betrayed me like Judas, and yet I never had 
the courage to reduce them to powder. One 
must have been in om* place to be persuaded 
that it is not so easy, as is generally imagined, 
to destroy the first impressions of a sovereign ; 
for a minister is like a spider , he can be de- 
stroyed only by breaking through the net in 
which he has shrouded himself : now, every 
one knows how costly to the state is the forma- 
tion of a spider's web of this kind 

While occupied with our own reflections, and 
conversing with persons of both sexes (more or 
less interesting), we still continued ascending, 
and had already reached the highest stair of 
this beautiful region. ■ Franceschi had hitherto 
been silent, either to show us a mark of respect, 
or because he was absorbed (as he confessed 
to us afterwards) in a, host of serious reflections, 
which were the more iippressive as they were 
inspired by a place that seemed at the first 
glance to be the abode of perfect happiness and 
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coDteDt. It IS an incontestable truth that the 
more an unhappy man is surrounded bj luxuiy 
and pleasure, the more deeply is bis heart over- 
whelmed with sorrow I " Sire," said he, “ we 
are now at the gates of the last region Here 
IS wherewithal to satisfy human pride even be- 
yond its most frantic desires All the senses 
are gratified at the same moment, as soon os 
we enter this magic palace , there are no more 
restrictions, no more restraint, hut unbounded 
liberty, and desires appeased the moment they 
are formed Masters, servants, supenora, m- 
fenors, pnncesses, and waiting maids— all, in 
short, who attain this r^on enjoy a happiness 
without alloy as long os they remam , but, 
alas * if we reflect upon the late that awaits 
them afterwords who would not aliudder ^vith 
horror ?" The endless stoirs had ceased , the 
last arches, instead of supporting others, sened 
as a support to passages of golden lustres, 
adorned with el^;aut boUustradcf, by which 
thousands of spirits went to present themselves 
at the gates of a temple magnificent beyond 
description This temple was ouly the vcati- 
bulfi of the region called royal, and was fifteen 
hundred paces in circumference , its form was 
that of a dome, and descended majestically from 
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the superior roof, to which seemed attached 
with broad leaves of acanthus, laurel, and 
myrtle — eagles, fleurs de lis, and other symbols 
of massive gold, of admirable workmanship. 
The exterior of this gigantic column was occu- 
pied from the very top with basso relievos, and 
works in fiUigree, representing battles, trium- 
phal marches, the coronations of Emperors, 
Kings, and Popes, with portraits of all the 
most remarkable personages of the four quar- 
ters of the world ; besides this, there were 
views of all the tricks played by the most cele- 
brated swindlers of past ages ; the whole his- 
tory of the famous impostor Alexander of 
Abon that of the first priests of Isis, of the 

* He was born in Papblagonia about tbe second cen- 
tury. His uncommon beauty gained him the confidence 
of a celebrated magician of the time, who instructed him 
in the art of deceiving the ignorant He then worked a 
great many miracles by means of his knowledge of na- 
tural philosophy , and his temple of Esculapius Glycon 
(whom he represented in the shape of a serpent) became 
so celebrated, that people went from all countnes to con- 
sult him The Emperor Marcus Aurehus was himself the 
dupe of this impostor. Medals were struck in honour of 
him. He died at 70, of an ulcer, though he had himself 
predicted that he would live to the age of 180, and would 
be killed by hghtning — (Editor.) 
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oracles, and the soothsayers of the pagans , and 
lastly, that of a great many of our male and 
female samts who wrought nurades. 
made me notice a batpj rciievo that represented 
the entrance of Henry IV into Pans , we saw 
m several places men massacred, and others 
thrown into the Seme • The generous Henry 
knew not that the acciomatioDs he received at 
that epoch were accompanied by murders, or 
he would have promptly revenged them Now 
if the triumph of a just and humane king pro- 
duce such excesses, what must that of a tyrant 
be ? A short distance from us we perceived 
the conflagration of the Palatmate by the troops 
of Ixmis XIV ** Can that be called a vic- 
tory ? ’ said Maury , " should it not be colled 
unparalleled borbanty ?’ Farther on, wo stop- 
ped to observe the massacre of tiic Saxons. 

There hos Charlemagne m person, 
ordering, sword hi hand, the worship of the 
cross, and the unfortunate Sateens on their 
knees (convinced of the sanctity of their own 
religion), acceptmg martyrdom without com- 
plaint I Among the robber scenes, wc per- 
cei\ed the figure of a Papist priest, stcohug 
plate, jewels, and other precious articles out of 
a splendid palace. Mouiy knew his huiory. 
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and told us that he was the priest Vajani, 
&mous for his talents, swindling, and impos- 
tures ; he lived in the seventeenth century. 
He was convicted of robbery and condemned 
to the gallies, which he left after many adven- 
tures, and became minister to Cardinal Fran- 
zoni, ambassador from Ferrai’a to the court of 
Florence. When I approached on the other 
side, it was with grief that I saw the figures of 
some of my officers and generals, who had 
stained their glory by depredations unworthy 
of their noble profession, and which were the 
more to be blamed, as we owed to them, m 
aftertimes, the hatred of the nations we flattered 
ourselves with having regenerated ' Indeed, I 
may truly assert, that had it not been for the 
shameless rapine of a certain number of French- 
men, whom I shall not name, our cause would 
have made innumerable proselytes over the 
whole surface of Europe ' These men did as 
much injury to the Fiench name, as the ex- 
cesses of the TeiTorists : they treacherously 
sapped the glory of their country and my own 
power I cannot pass over in silence the 
abominable robberies of an Italian general, who 
commanded at Barcelona ; his name was Jo- 
seph Lecchi : had that man been bom to a 


X 
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throne, he would have renewed the horrors of 
Tibenua and Caligula' The Spaniards will 
execrate him from generation to generation , 
and to that monster are the French mdebted 
for all the murders committed upon their coun- 
tTTmen, since the penod of* bis abominable go- 
vernment. 

Louis, upon this occasion, related to us seve- 
ral heart-rending anecdotes he had heard fixim 
Prussian generals, whose fomihea hod fornierlj’ 
suffered from the brutalities and Infamous con- 
duct of these plunderers ' Indignant at these 
thoughts, I quitted the basso relievos, and en- 
deavoured to enter tho palace Fifty doors, 
disposed at equal distances round the grand 
column, presented an entrance to the porch to 
more than a hundred thousand splnts, impa- 
tient of admission , the prospect they presented 
was truly magnificent. Richly dressed, each of 
them firmly convinced that be was a grand per- 
sonage, jealous of scrupulously displaying all 
the forms of politeness and courtesy belonging 
to their age, some of them were seen to put 
their bands ont in a dignified manner witJiout 
movmg their head, while others mode a turn 
round as they bowed , some bent their heads to 
the ground, others kissed their thumbs Then 
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tliere were ladies dressed in the Roman, Turkish, 
and French fashions : by the assemblage of cos- 
tumes which they presented, the latter gave a 
pretty just measiu'e of human frivolity. The 
most ridiculous still were the ladies of the reign 
of Louis XV, concealed behind their enormous 
hoops ; and the most ridiculous portion of tlie 
men were those of the reign of Louis XIV, 
with their monstrous wigs, and the skirts of 
their weighty coats. I long contemplated the 
variety, or rather the parti-coloured scenes, of 
this panorama. We then examined the mode 
of leception. The spirits piesented themselves 
two by two at each gate (it was usually a man 
and a woman). When the door opened, if a 
woman was seen to rush out precipitately, and 
the examiner appeared in a white robe, the two 
candidates entered without further formalities ; 
if, on the other hand, no woman came out, and 
the examiner was m a red robe, then the can- 
didates were excluded This was the cause of 
the constant movement we had perceived in 
the Gilt Region It was not an easy matter to 
get admission into the palace. . . . Fran- 

ceschi told us, that the rejected candidates 
would be forced to recommence their journey 
from the beginning of the region, appear before 
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each of the gates, and \fait for their turn to he 
admitted Several of them had, he told m, 
made this tour twelve or fifteen times 

“ It seems to me,” said I, ‘ thot it Is advan 
tageoiw for these spirits to be received os late 
os possible, for, so long as they remain here 
they run no nsk of the matsh ” 

" Yes,” rephed Fnmcesclu, “ if they had any 
idea of the existence of the fatal marsh , but 
they thmk, on the contrary that they arc m 
suited when they ore refused admittance It 
18 a pity that you cannot examine indindually 
oil the inhabitants of this region, for you would 
be astonished to leora that none of them thinks 
himself perfectly happy They all desire sonie- 
thmg more, becanse they know that this somc> 
thing exists Look at that man and woman 
ID whose faces the door bos just been sliut 
how ashamed they are ^ Wc saw them, in 
fact, concealing their fiiccs n ith white hand- 
kerchiefs, and quickly disappcanng hj the 
stairs , they wore dresses of the time of Francis 
I 'Maury saw the of Cardinal Atiun 

viva and Cardinal Duprat,* a very Imughtv 

• Daprat of Aarrrgno wu* bj ttmu an aJrocate a 
Uooteoant general and adrooiU-gcneral to the poiUamenl 
of Toolouae II* adriied trandi I to maka iHo Prag 
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man ; of a general of Dominicans, and even a 
provincial of the Capuchins ' the latter with 
his bare poll, his goat’s beard, and pointed 
cowl, gave \is much amusement. Louis, who, 
in spite of his rank of Most Christian King, 
always ridiculed the monks, made some veiy 
comical remarlvs on the amorous successes the 
shorn monks ought to have had in this region ; 
“ For,” said he, ‘‘ in their customary guise they 
were not likely to gain any in the world above 
. . . Maury assured us, that it was ft’oin 

this cause sprang all the infamous conduct laid 
to the charge of the monks, and that there was 
very little exaggeration in the accounts gene- 
rally given of them. We approached one of 
the doors, and Fianceschi struck with his cus- 
tomary wand. The door opened ; a woman 
rushed out with a profound sigh ; the examiner 
came forward in a white robe ; we were ad- 

matic Sanction, and tlie famous Concordat of tlie 19tli 
December, 1515, witb Leo X., whicb dishonoured France 
so much. Duprat got a cardinal’s hat by it Tired ivith 
the unceasing demands of this insatiable man, the King 
once answered him in the words of Virgil, “ Sat prata 
bibere ” This prelate had a violent, harsh temper, was 
very selfish and very avaricious He was hated by every 
one, and execrated after his death, which took place in 
1535, when he was 72 years of age — (Editou ) 
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nutted, and the door instantl/ closed ogam 
Three minutes obscun^ succeeded the hght of 
the G 2 t Region, when suddenly a curtam 
seemed undrawn, and presented to oar asto- 
nished ejes an immense rotunda, hghted up bj' 
more than two thousand lustres Nothing could 
be more magnificent than the first aspect of this 
wonderful scene , a tnple row of golden pillars, 
all chased, and surmounted with capitals adorn- 
ed with pearls, opals, and lapis-hmili, formed 
tlie border to this marvelious palace, the centre 
door (which was formed of cedar and rose 
wood, covered with flowers of gold and polished 
silver) was reserved for dauemg , the porticoes 
were used bj tlie votaries of bunging, play, 
and gootl cheer , the most dehdoua music and 
the most exquisite perfumes, raised to its utmost 
pitch the intoxication of tho senses and the 
confiision of the miud " Now,” said I to 
Maury, “ are we still in Hell?” 

“ I confess ” said he, * that there is here 
enough to mtoxicate one s senses , but alter all, 
when we consider the occupations of these spirits, 
80 mmilnr to those of uionkmd, wo must be COIl- 
viuced that this is not a real p0roilisc, nor 
even a pbcc of durable enjoyment, forwliut 
do these people do ? Thc> walk about, talk of 
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the fine arts, history, and politics ; they eat, 
drink, dance, and make love, as they did in the 
world above ; but can they transport them- 
selves into the immensity of space, or visit other 
globes Do they admire, or do they know, the 
secrets of creation — have they the sbghtest idea 
of the Creator ^ Are they conscious of the 
nobleness of then* being, enlightened by a ray of 
the divinity, or can they look down with an 
eye of pity upon the mean and childisli actions 
of the beings below them ? Are they capable 
of forming a precise notion of perfection, or of 
what it is not ? or have they an intbnate per- 
suasion that they belong to the class of glorified 
spirits ^ Certainly not ! see how limited is 
theu’ intelhgence : they can talk only of what 
they have been on the earth ; tliey are the spoi t 
of theii* former passions, nearly as much as they 
were during their lives. I find but one good 
quality iu them ; that is, that they cannot lie ; 
each of them tells his story as openly and candidly 
as possible, without concealment or palliation ; 
and after all, this merit does not spring from 
their vu’tuous feelings — it is merely the inevit- 
able consequence of their pecuUar essence. A 
substance extremely subtile, completely freed 
from heavy and divisible matter,— .a spirit 
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composed of moral elements, good or bad, can- 
not possiblj appear otherwise than in all its 
native candour ** 

I thought the ideas of Maury very correct, 
and felt within myself a certain supenonty, that 
led me to consider without envy oil the en- 
chanting object* by which I was surrounded 
We noticed a great deal of movement among 
the beauties of this i^ion, and several of them 
rushed out precipitately with tears in their 
eyes. An inadent that occurred close to us, 
enabled us to discover the canse of aJQ this. A 
>ery beautiful lady of the Burteenth century 
seemed nolenUy in love with a handsome poge, 
who replied to her tender approaches by a po- 
hteness bordenng on coldness. This couple 
(dazzling with dress and personal beouiv) had 
captivated our attention in preferenco to many 
others we were desirous of learning tlieir 
names and adventure*, we approodied, as jf 
by chance, the pillar which half concealed them 
from view, and listened to the following dia- 
logue — 

The Lndj/ \Vliat, cruel man ' is it thus tJmt 
you recoil e me, after o separation of more tJmu 
two hundred years ? Have you then forgotten 
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our former intiinucy, and the sacrifices that it 
cost me ^ 

The Page. Far from forgetting it. Madam, 
it is, and ever will be, for my punishment, en- 
graved at the bottom of my lieart ! . . . . 

The Lady. For your punishment, ungratefid 
man ' Do you not know that my love for you 
cost me my honour, my dignity, and my perso- 
nal happiness^ Know you not the insults I 
suifered, from the King down to ,the meanest 
gentleman of the court ; tlie Inimiliating letters 
I received from my mother-in-law ; and the per- 
secutions of my husband’s brothers, who got me 
imprisoned in the Castle of St. Jean d’Angely 
for seven years ^ '* For whom woidd I have* 
suffered so much, except for the man whom I 
adored, and whose horrible coldness I now ex- 
perience ? 

The Page, Add to that. Madam, “ for the 
man who served my caprices and depraved 
tastes ; for the man who, at my instigation. 


Charlotte de la Tremouille , who, by the charms of 
her person, her talents, and devotedness to the Prince of 
Conde, succeeded in getting him to marry her, after being 
his mistress for several years Her story is told m the 
above dialogue — (Edi tor ) 
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dishonoured not onlj the bed of his master, bnt 
basely poisoned him , for the man whose per- 
son, but not whose heart, I coveted , since at the 
^e^y time I was showering my fevoura upon 
him, I liad no scruples m granting them to 
others, particnlarly to Heniy, King of Nnvarre , 
— for the man, in short, whom I would have 
sacrificed to my perBonol security, had he not 
had the good sense to escape from the search of 
the tnhnnols 

The Zadj/ Great God ' 

The Page Do not attempt to justify your- 
self, your conduct afterwards, and your in- 
trigues, suffiaently displayed your real charac- 
ter At any rate, I myself paid pretty dearly 
for the pleasure, or, if you wih, for the honour, 
of having known you. I wandered about tlio 
world in exile, and died m misery and obscu- 
rity whilst you had scarcely left your prison 
(by tlie fttiour of your old lover, who had bo 
come Kmg) before your first care was to 
strengthen jour infiueiice, even by the most 
infamous means, — such as by prostituting the 
wifi, of j our own son ' 

The Lad(f {warmly ) An^ whose son was 
he, ingmtc ’ 

TVit- Page, I know not, public opinion was 
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much divided on the subject : the fatlicvs given 
him were the unfortunate Prince of Condd, 
whom we poisoned ; the King of Navarre ; and 
myself. I can affirm tliat the former Iiad no 
share ; but I am abnost sure of the second ; I 
was a boy, he was a man : at any rate, that 
Prince was so satisfied of his lelationship, that 
on leaving prison, he caused your son to be re- 
cognised as first prince of the blood : surely, if 
he had thought he was mine, he would not 
have given himself so much trouble ' 

The Lady. Will you still continue to break 
my heart by your unjust reproaches ^ I do 
not deny that I had relations with Henry, even 
at the time that 1 loaded you with favours ; 
but I swear most solemnly that that prince 
never possessed my love ; lie was passionately 
fond of the fair sex, and I foresaw that he 
would one day become King of France. . . 
I knew that a httle deference on my ])art 
would make him a firm fiiend for the remainder 
of my life ' I yielded. . and even in 

our private interviews I never had any other 
object, any other hope, than that of assuring 
your future elevation. Accuse me now, over- 
whelm me with insult, if you will, but what I 
have just told you is nevertheless perfectly true ' 
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I lored you , and you loved me Uien J To 
save the existence of the fruit of our love, m 
well as our own, impenoos necessity forced 
us be accomplices m the death of my hus- 
band , I was defamed, and rendered odious to 
all France , I was dishonoured by bang brought 
forward in a scoudalous lawsmt, the result of 
which was ray imprisonment for the space of 
seven years ’ I took advantage of m) former 
intimacy with Henry to persuade him that he 
was the lather of piy child that good hearted 
pnnee was dehghted at the discovery, recalled 
me to coart, restored me to my rank os well as 
my son, who was abojw/i/ I enjoyed by an 
tidpation the happiness of oompensatmg you 
for seven years of proscnption , but my search 
after you was constantly fruitless ' Ah ' if love 
IS dumb ID your heart, let the voice of IHend- 
ship at least be heard ' 

On concluding, she fixed her ejes full of al 
fectioD upon the page, then folded liini in her 
amis, and covered bis checks with kisses hut 
the page, who had for some tune been casting 
hu eyes towards another beauty, younger and 
more attractive than the first (thougli in the 
dress of a nun) scarcely rcjihcd to her carcs*ej, 
and eiidcavourctl to disengage himself from her 
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arms. The moment the lady perceived this, 
Wretch that I am exclaimed she ; “all my 
hopes are dashed away ; my lot is cast On 
saying this, her face was bathed with tears, and 
she rushed out of the Temple of Pleasure, as 
hastily as her other companions in misfortune ' 
Lou 16. Well ' I knew in tlie world above, 
that the branch of the Condes sprung from the 
page Belcastel. Great ellbrts were made to 
show that it was false : accoiding to them, we 
were all descended from Heurjj the Great, 
while in truth there was much to be said on 
the other side ' In such a gallant court.as tlie 
court of France, to make such minute enqui- 
ries, would indeed be to fisli in troubled wa- 
ters. 

Nap. At any rate, of what consequence, as 
far as respects a dynasty, is legitimacy or bas- 
tardy Nothing at all, except to flatter hu- 
man pride, and perpetuate the prejudice of 
fools. . . The bastard may be a Titus, 

and the legitimate child a Nero. 

Charles Martel, bastard though he was, deli- 
vered France from the yoke of the Saracens. 

. . . My enemies thought they would 

deeply affect me, by saying that I was a bas- 
tard ; to ridicule them, I allowed the perform- 
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ancc of all the dramatic pieces that contamed 
raahaous allusions I remember one day being 
present at the first performance of a new vaude- 
ville, entitled Agni$ Soirl Dunois appears 
ID it, and a whole village comes forward to 
comphment him The down of the company 
began his harangue by the following verses — 

Celebraiu Cocu ememUe 
Lq ploj grand des bfitonti P 

A znoliaous laugh was instantly heard in va~ 
nous parts of the theatre , but another speaker 
took place of the first, and began smging an 
address that concluded with these hues — 

FUs de 1 amixu- tn fas so champ d'honarar, 
liegitimd par la rictotre P 

I bad at this time just gamed the battle of 
Jena the audience applauded so cntliiudasti- 
cally that the piece was nearly put a atop to 
It seems to me that tlic actions of 
men, their degrees of knowledge, virtue, and 
pubhc uscfiilness, should be alone looked to, and 
no trouble token about their birth 
IVhile speaking on this subject, I have still 
fVesh in my recollection the lines of Dupatj, m 
one of his poems, which I read at St. Helena , 

It is entitled, Zm Dtlateurt — 
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“ Le vrai noble aux combats, c’est le vaillant guerrier , 

Le lache issu d’un noble, est moms qu’un rotuner 
Rajeunis de ton nom, la vieiUe renommee 
n ne suffira plus pour conduure une armee, 

D’etre ab sein d’un mfame, et nonchalant repos, 

Le quatorzieme sot descendu d'un hei os 

He then adds : — 

“ Ne crois pas que ce soit ton litre qui me blesse , 

J e combats la sottise, et non pas la noblesse ” 

Louis, Now I remember that that poem also 
contained some bitter epigrams upon my fa- 
mily ; for my own part, I scarcely thought of 
it, but my niece was grievously offended, and 
in truth I believe that this attack gave rise to 
the censorship. 

Nap. Another foohsh measure ' Could you 
not then see that this means excites instead of 
restraining malignity ; that endless applications 
would be made of passages to yourselves and 
yom’ acts, and that the slightest of your mea- 
sures would be covered with ndicule ? But 
had you let them talk and write on freely, they 
would have got tired of it, or at any rate their 
efforts would have been vain and ineffectual. 

Louis. That is precisely what happened. 
Though the pamphlets and epigrams were cir- 
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culated in secret, they were only the more ve- 
nomous and hitter on that account, and the 
censorship itself, with all the seventy of a 
a LourdouXt and a VietUard, * could not proent 
mahoons interpretations from swarming in the 
newspapers, particularly in the Mtroir^ a very 
witty and widely circulated journal of tliat 
epoch 

Maury I understand how it is these people 
did as the spaniel, who was carrying a towel 
filled with hving lobsters The animals came 
out at one comer and began pinching his nose 
he got angry, shook, bis head about, hot still 
held the handkerchief firm with bu teeth 
overcome with pidn at last, he laid do\^ tlie 
hondkerchief, but unluckily the shell fish crawled 
out and come oU round Uie confounded spaniel 
he ran alter them, and brought them back one 
by one to their prison their claws cpvered hb 
nose all over with blood , he howled, barked, 
and shook himself, but still he did lus duty ! 

Fortunately for him, his master soon 
came to his assistance ' 

Zouu ( laughing vmt immoderately ) Tlmt s 
the very thmg ’ that the very thing 


* Some of the censors of the time. 
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Francesclii made Uh remark, between the 
pillars on the lelt, .i sumptuous talile, round 
Mhieh w eie principally collected canons, bnan- 
ciers, and mitred abbes. Each of tbese cbil- 
dren of Comus had a female jiartnei by bis 
side. 

“Well,” >aiil Mauiy, “ tin le they aie ti uly 
in tiub parvidiiC 1 . . . It la a pity that 

llir-ir ..{w.il ilin rtf 



322 


NAPOLEON 


Why should we bhune them, if they 
foimd a Dation of fools who allowed them to do 
80 ? Liook to that canon, bow he gor- 

mandixes f is it really tangible matter that he 
swallow* ? 

Afaurp One woidd say so by looking at 
him, 1 believe, however, that every thing i* 
relative and proportioned* The lubstancc of 
these spirits is, I suppose, susceptible of being 
blended with another external substonce, wfaidi 
allows them to feel pretty nearly the same sen- 
sations as men, with this diderence, timt the 
latter combine a portion of it with their own 
substance to supply tbo doily losses nhich the 
human modime is exposed to, and that the 
former (having no physical losses to repair) feel 
external substances acting npon them like a 
moss of perfUmes, or of smoke, momentarily 
concentrated m a porous body , it gradually 
and imperceptibly evaporates till not the 
slightest vestige of it remains A* to the form, 
it IS illusory, I bebeve, Ukc every thing wc see, 
were it possible for men to come down hither 
in flesh and blood, I am sure they would per- 
ceive nothmg but shapeless fogs, instead of the 
fine things we admire it u ivith tins as with 
certain hohits we contracted in the world above 
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For instance, a man accustomed to live in re- 
tirement along Avith an ugly woman, would 
never perceive her true ugliness till he com- 
pared her with a woman distinguished for 
Ijeauty. There is no reason to be surprised, 
therefore, if all these spirits seem enchanted 
with what they are : on wliatever side I turn 
my eyes, I see none but happy spirits . . . 

the empire of the senses every where tyran- 
nizing over virtue. 

“ Cum maximus omnium impetus ad luxuriam esset ” 

Inconstancy in love was the sole cause of 
those scenes of sadness we have already men- 
tioned ; they, from time to time, broke the 
monotony of a happiness too uninterrupted. 
When we approached to the cu’cular walls, 
where thousands of muTors reflected to infinity 
the magic splendour of the interior, we per- 
ceived that most of the latter turned on pivots, 
and led away to the upper apartments, by 
means of a charming little stair all covered 
with Mosaics. 

Though these passages were very numerous, 
they were constantly crowded by the curious of 
both sexes coming and going ; on the ceiling 
we remarked a triple row of globes of trans- 

Y 2 
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parent emeralds, which shed a most voluptuous 
light, nmilftr m all respects to a delightful 
mooniight. Charming boudoirs were formed 
along the second comdor, m the thickness of 
the wall, which was formed of porphyry , a 
superhuman art had decorated the whole with 
arabesques. Bacchanalian scenes, and baskets of 
flowers of polished gold. To the right and 
left, close to the walls, also appeared httle plots 
of ground, whence sprang the most beautiftil 
and most odonferoua flowers, and the rarest 
plants of the four quarters of the world, os well 
as the most dehaous fruits , thousands of but- 
terflies of surpassing beauty and variety flut- 
tered about the leaves of this factitious garden 
The boudoirs presented a truly magical ap 
pearance. We visited one of them, which by 
ocadent was vacant it contained every thing 
that the most refined luxury could mvent to 
please an adored mistress. Notwitlistapding 
the crowd of spirits who occupied these boudoirs 
in their turn, the most perfect order was mmii- 
toined, and the profoundcst uiyitcry enveloped 
the inhabitants of these cliamimg retreats 

How many women entered thtui radiant 
with delight, and rushed out all batlied in 
tears’ But, indccil, tins wo* ncccasarily (lie 
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case, for the male spirits might have said with 
Solomon; “ Whatever my eyes coveted, they 
enjoyed” Every thing in these scenes was sub- 
ject to the empire of the passions, however ex- 
travagant these miglit be. The Odalisks of this 
spacious harem, tlirowing off reserve, and often 
common decency, thought of nothing but pleas- 
ing and seducing. By this means, the conse- 
quence of inconstancy was them natural portion 
However it might wound their feelings or their 
vanity, they were permitted to use entieaties 
and even tears to retain or bring back them 
lovers ; and if they succeeded, they continued 
to enjoy all the charms of this retreat ; but if 
the women were rejected, they were forced to 
obey, and begin anew them career in the ivory 
region , but after all, what they felt liere was 
nothing more than a compensation for what they 
made others suffer elsewhere. 

“ If Frederic William, King of Prussia,” 
said Maimy, “ met Panno\vitz in this palace, 
he would surely have his revenge.” 

We left this Temple of Venus, but not 
without feeling some pleasing recollections, as 
we should have felt had' such a scene piesented 
itself to us upon the earth Louis seized the 
opportunity to declaim upon the ridiculous 
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vanity of the great, who make a point of 
poijsessiiig whatever u most rare, nch, or 
beautiful upon the earth “ TOmt are the 
museums m the world above,” said he, ” the 
cabinets of natural history, the botamc gardens, 
the luxury of courts, compared to this, which, 
after oU, is nothing more than a part of Hell ? 
It 13 like the construction of the beaver com- 
pared to the workmanship of man ** 

We had now got to the highest steps which 
led to the hrst story of the moat spacious and 
most sumptuous palace which the human mind 
ever conceived. A light three tunes more 
dflxyJing than that of the rotunda succeeded 
the soft and voluptuous obacunty of the avenuo 
of mystery Independently of the diamond 
lustres, tins light was vonegoted by globes of 
every colour, arranged like as ninny suns at the 
angles of the arches, which being composed of 
nurrops of one solid piece, doubly mcrcoscd the 
light, and charmed the eye by the rdractlon of 
a thousand dehghtfUl objects suites of opart- 
ments of every kind appeored on every side, os 
far as the eye could reach By the nehness 
displaced in the former scenes, one may cash) 
judge of the splendour and enibcllishincnU of 
these, v-luch, m our opmion, istrc three times 
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superior to every thing we had yet seen. What 
auo-mented their charms still more, was the 
great variety spread over every apartment with 
admirable art; but it would be impossible to 
give any idea of it, for whole years would not 
suffice to examine minutely so many master- 
pieces of art ' We cast a glance of admiration 
upon every thing we saw as we passed along : 
every saloon was distinguished by the colour of 
some predominant precious stone, which marked 
the principal ornaments. It was thus that we 
saw successively the hall of the Ruby, that of 
the Sapphire, the Emerald, and so on ; in each 
we admired some astonishing production a thou- 
sand times superior to the most sublime effort 
of the human mind. It was in a rotunda em- 
bellished by the Opal that we stopped for a few 
moments to contemplate the mechanical repre- 
sentation of the mythology of the Pagans, from 
the time of Rhea to the downfall of the gods of 
heathenism.* Little figures about six inches 
high, represented most accurately the gestures 
and actions of men, and displayed to us around 
the hall, upon a magic table, the war of the 
Titans, the labours of Hercules, the loves of 
Jupiter, and other scenes of Pagan story. 
Franceschi told us that this saloon was connect- 
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ed with many others of the same lund, where 
was represented m the name manner the ongm 
of the Chinese, Chal<^D, Assynan, Indian, 
Egyptian, and other rehgions, which, according 
to their traditions, go hock to fabulous times 
hence, when we went to the Egyptian Hall, wc 
saw with tatislactioD the true mrstcries of Isis, 
as well as the tncks played by the priests m 
conjunction with the longs, to retom the people 
m proper fear and respect Ossian, 

translated into Italian by Cesorotti, Iiod been 
a favorite book of mine at the time of gnm 
deur, BO that notbmg could gi\c me more plea 
sure than a miniature, but exact, representation 
of the court of Odin, with hu three daughters , 
of the bards and their gods seated upon thrones 
of clouds, and dnnking out of the skulls of 
their conquered enemies ! 

It may be easily iinogined that these saloons 
^ve^c full of company, and ccrtainl) the crowd 
was great , but there was no pressure nor con- 
Aision , the spirits were all dressed in tlic high 
est style of elt^anci^ thougl) still suited to the 
rank oud condition of each It was pleasant 
to see kmgs and subjects confounded together 
m the crowd, the musician hy Uio wdo of a 
fonner que^cn , tlic jioct wnth an ex-pnneess of 
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the blood ; a cardinal with a waiting-maid ; a 
doctor with an abbess. What contrasts ! what 
shocking anomalies ' Distinctions or privileges 
there were none ; all were subject to the same 
law, a prey to the same destiny — such was 
theii’ fate ' . . Politeness, however, was 

not banished from their manners, for politeness 
and good-breeding are indispensable to social 
order, and mthout order the most sumptuous 
palace is but a scene of riot and disgust. Prom 
the mysterious halls, we passed on to the sa- 
loons of the games of exercise, and from these 
to the games of hazard ; as we saw in them, 
wdth few exceptions, the same scenes as accom- 
pany such meetings in the sublunary world, I 
shall pass tliem in silence, — only I may I’emark 
that the players here seemed less agitated than 
those of the other world ; that more than fifty 
tables weie to be seen occupied indiscriminately 
by princes, priests, officers, merchants, lawyers, 
and valets ; that the women, though displaying 
their usual propensity to intrigue and cocpietry, 
showed more delicacy than during their lives, 
for here they were submissive slaves, and im- 
perious mistresses in the world above. 

Louis He who pretended in our former ant- 
hill that gaming was a truly heUish pleasure. 
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broached a \ery remarkable truth ' but 

uofbrtmiately it never corrected any one, 
Maury They have can, and they will not 
hear t (hey have eyes, and (hey will not tee, 
they have hands, and they will not feel, th^ 
have tongues, and they will not speak Such 
has man been m all ages f 

However anxioos I had been m the former 
regions to £ei11 in with some characters who 
could satisfy my cwnosiiy by their accounts of 
the history of their contemporanes, I now felt 
an equal desire to remain vicogiuto m this one, 
that I might not be distracted &om the course 
of my observations , hot in Hell one cannot 
do according to one s good will and pleasure ’ 
Hence was it out of my power to get away 
h*om the terrible attack I hod to sustain at the 
general meeting at PohUcopohs, but others 
were still reserved for me in this palace, as will 
be seen m the sequel. 

On leaving the halls of the games of hazard, 
we found ourselves in the midst of grand ban- 
queting-saloons Here luxury and cflcmiuacy 
contended for the mastery No > oleti m Uvciy 
wero to be seen, no sen ants to remove the 
plates or attend upon the table , no gcutkunm 
carver , every Uung was Uoml by 
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the sudden appearance or disappearance of tlie 
desired object. A wish was no sooner fonned 
than it was gratified. It seemed as if nature 
delighted in lavishing upon tliis spot aU the 
rai’est tieasures that human desire could long 
for, in satisfying the most hantic biu’sts of pas- 
sion, and tlie wildest dreams of the imagination, 
that the feeling of the enjoyments experienced in 
this region might render more overwhelming the 
misery that was soon to succeed them. In tliis 
banquet, as upon the earth, toasts were drunk, 
and some of these we noticed. An abbe rose, 
and said, To woman, the mage of the divimtij 
upon earth /” A parasitical poet — To the 
sublime merit of the illustrious assembly /” (This 
toast set the whole company a laughing.) A 
man, half pope half cut-throat in look, (he wore 
a tiara, a red cassock like the cardinals, and 
over it a cuhass, coat of armoiu', a poniard, 
and a long dagger,) rose, and said uonically, 
“ To virtue, if there be any He then emp- 
tied his glass, and put his hand under the chin 
of a handsome woman sitting beside him in the 
dress of a nun. 

“ It would seem,’’ said Louis, that this 
spirit must have been an infidel during his 
whole life, and is so still ” 
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Maury Assuredly in the firm belief that 
virtufi was a name, that man laid violent hands 
upon every thing he could reach. 

We looked at him attentively, to ascertain 
who he could be, when Mauiy mstantly found 
that he was the famous Balthazar Cossa, a Nca- 
politan, who was Pope for several years by tho 
name of John XXIU and who liad been a 
pirate m the former part of his hfe. ** The 
Counal of Constance deposed him,” said Mau- 
ry, “ and put hlartin V m hia place. To learn 
exactly all that this Cossa did, it would be ne- 
cessary to read the ennous document* drawn 
up against Mm by the member* of the Council, 
in which It IS stated that he ridiculed sacred 
things, that lie swore like a Turk, said moss 
with a sneer, and, while occupied in kissing 
the women, that he preached atheism, and re- 
spected neither virgiuity, nor the sanctit} of 
the inamage tic, nor the bamers of the clois- 
ter” 

“ FoiUi," said Louis, ** 1 belimc tliat, since 
he catches the little nuns even in Hell ' 

But uliat the devil could lhc> expect by giving 
the tiara to a pirate ? * 

At this mouicnt a knight of the rtigii of 
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Henry III. rose gravely, and with an air o! pro- 
tection looked towards a lady who was far oil 
and with her back turned towards us, and said, 
“ I drink the health of the prettiat He then 
went forwaid to give lier his hand, ljut anotlicr 
lady of the sixteenth century, who liad been but 
a moment before delighted with tlie knight’s 
society, rose suddenly and said, half in soiTow 
and half in anger, “ You cannot i>nrcljj he ca- 
pable of 6uch a thing ?” “ Go, Madam, (re- 

plied the other, with the most perfect coolness,) 
you have been siifficiently honoured by approach- 
ing my person, had it been only for ten minutes ^ 
After this reply the lady left the hall, sobbing 
and crying out, Great God, what an insult ' 
I who was on the point of marrying a great 
king 

“ The devil take the proud fellow,” saiil 
Louis ; and he went forward to see him closer. 
Curiosity led us to follow him ; while the 
knight had gone up to his new heauty, and 
was paying her compliments in a stately dig- 
nified manner Louis discovered who he was, 
came back to us, and said, “ Oh ’ I am not 
now astonished at the< airs that man assumes ; 
he is nothing less than the Duke of Epernon.” 
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Nap The man who was called the Kings 
wardrobe I • 

Loan The very man , he was pride perso- 
nified he was the first who put six horses to 
his carnage he dared to treat X«ouis XIII os 
a madman. The lady he packed off is the 
Marchioness of VememJ, known by the name 
of Mademoiselle d’Entmgnes if Henry IV 
had not been courageously advised at that time, 
that slut would have become my great grand- 
mother 

Nap What, colleague, still touchy upon 
the subject of nihaUtance ^ 

Louu Not m the least Imt I would cer- 
tainly prefer a poor virtuous girl to an aban- 
doned and intngmng woman hkc this Marchio- 
ness ' Most certainly, she looked only to the 
throne, and cared very bttie for the King pcr- 
sonaBy 

Nap Let us now see who will be the Duke t 
new conquest , she seems to belong to this age. 

* He got tbla nfcknatao became be moDopolizeJ to 
zaanj oBtx* to hlmteif He mu ia the li%bot ik^grre 
hatt^ty and imperiout, he required ropect eren from 
the prince* of the blood and treated ill hi* Inferioo with 
the dUdalo. He w»» m the carnigt of Henry IV 

when that good moaoxch wa» eiiattintteJ. and thl* gire 
n»e to charge* agilnit the Dnke —IF otTon ) 
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I approached ; the lady perceived me, and ex- 
claimed, “ Great God, my brother ! “ What, 

Pauline, is it you In her surprise she upset 
her arm-chair, and pressed me in her arms. 
Her questions were incessant, ajid by far too 
rapid to wait for a I’eply. I was forced to give 
a fuU, circumstantial account of all my misfor- 
tunes, from beginning to end, the persecutions 
I had to endure, and the circumstances attend- 
ing my death. My poor sister was all in tears. 
“ The chagrin of not being able to save you,” 
said she, “ led me to the tomb ; but this death 
is endeared to me, for I am indebted to it for 
the inexpressible happiness of seeing you again,” 
and she embraced me aneiv ' . . . The 

Duhe, who knew nothing of these soft feelings 
of the vulgar, was very indignant that his hum- 
ble slave should have thought fit to leave liim 
without permission; he turned towai’ds her, 
and said in an imperious tone, “ Well, Ma- 
dam, will you have soon done ?” “ Sir,” replied 
she proudly, “ I have recovered a brother, who 
has more sense in the shape of his hat than a 
hundred and fifty fools like you After this 
sharp reply, she turned her back upon him, and 
forced us to follow her. Astonished at such 
audacity, D’Epernon stood gaping and motion- 
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less, and then put lua hand to the hdt of his 
sword AVe saw him m this menaoug posture 
as we turned found, and the roar of laughter 
which we raised showed him how greatl/ wc 
were afraid of him Poor Pauline went on 
with a thousand questions while caresaing me 
She shuddered with indignation at ray account 
of the suffennga which my jailor at St Helena 
made me endure * And her discontent was not 
less when she learned the msensibflity and 
avarice of Eugeue. ** My poor brother, said 
she, *’ you were betrayed, abandoned by every 
one, even by your nearest relations * 

After all, you were nothing more than the cat 
in the fable , all the monkeys round you em- 
ployed you to get tliQT slmre of the chesnuts 
out of the fire, and the moment you becaint of 
no use to them they boot Uicir way back, to 
their dens loaded with booty , and, what v>qs 
still worse, imultcd jou m misfortune 1 
In this dass I include ever) one, beginning 
vnth my fool of a husband ' But it is 

true that he was at all times a silly, careless, 
and good for-uotUing kind of a man ! 

But what became of Eugciie, of Ikmadolli 
your brothers, ) our marshals, and jtmr dukes 
Lotiu Madam, Iw consoled they did what 
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they would do again in a moment, if my dynasty 
were to be dethroned, and another fortunate 
conqueror, were he an Algerine, to seize the 
throne of France. 

Maury. It is now well known that one sole 
moving power disposes imperiously of the ac- 
tions of men — interest : if you reflect upon this 
principle, you will find it to be a justification of 
all human weaknesses. You yourself. Madam, 
suiTounded, during your lifetime, with opulence 
and flattery, say at this moment, if your heart 
ever envied the charm of private viiTues — if 
you ever found pleasure in contemplating phi- 
losophical truths • The wife of a man, who, 
notwithstanding his incapacity, was the depo- 
sitary of the happiness of a whole nation, did 
you never reflect upon the duties imposed ' on 
you by your situation ? If an honest and en- 
lightened minister (a very rare thing), dming 
the time you were sovereign of Tman, had held 

« 

the foUpwing language to you : “ Madam, the 
Prince, your husband, is continually immersed 
m sloth and libertinage, and not only neglects 
the happiness of his subjects, but allows them 
to be oppressed, loaded with taxes, and exposed 
to eveiy grievance and discontent As he cares 
little for the general blame he incurs, is deaf to 

z 
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the voice of honout, and insensible to the 
charms of glor 7 , I despair of ever seeing him 
yield on attentive ear to the counsels of wisdom 
Have, then, the goodness to take this honourable 
task upon yourself, and renouncing a part of the 
favolons occupatiom of your sex, devote some 
hours daily to the busmess of the state , we 
will aid you with our experience, you will 
gam in esteem and public affection what you 
will lose in amusements and frivolous plea- 
sures — What would have been your reply to 
such a proposal " Oh, Sir I what is this you 
propose? It is my husband who is governor, 
and It IS his business to arrange those things. 

I have plenty else to do with my miUincrs, my 
cecui^cos, my grand parties, my operas, and ray 
vilUggiature,” 

Pauluie Ah, Cardinal ’ you arc very mali- 
cious , I confess that I would not have liked 
to trouble myself with affairs of state , hut nei- 
ther would I have shown so much frivohty as 
you ha> c been pleased to give me 1 I 

was fond of pleasure oud pomp , I was even 
rather haughty, but yet when misfortune come, 

I was seen to bear it courngcously The Ho- 
man uobihty, particularly the cardinals, were 
witnesses that I nt\er uttered a word tliat was 
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unworthy of the sister of Napoleon ! 1 was, 

perhaps, the only person of our whole family 
who was ready to sell every thing, to sacrifice 
every thing, if the slightest chance of being 
useful had presented itself. 

Nap. I learned all'^'that, my dear Pauline, 
and was highly pleased with your conduct. 
Yet you cannot help admitting that you were 
very sorry when Chandelier resolved on coming 
to me at St. Helena, and that, if you had not 
been restrained by a feeling of shame, you 
would have very willingly prevented him going * 

Pauline. Ah, brother, do not blame me for a 
momentary weakness * In regard to that, I 
must inform you that my health was then con- 
siderably deteriorated, and that man was the 
only cook who knew the sort of diet suitable to 
my position. 

Nap. Say no more about it. 

The interest we had felt in communicating 
our respective misfortunes had so engrossed us, 
that we had now imperceptibly reached very 
far into the interior of the palace, and had 
passed unnoticed a great number of remarkable 
objects \ but here my attention was fixed by 
the appearance of a large saloon, all full of 
moveable Pyrique fires. They were admirably 

z 2 
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shaded with every possible variety of colour, 
and the greater part represented the disordert 
of nature with alarming truth and correctness ' 
There we saw extenmnating clouds , here the 
effects of lightning were displayed with all 
the singular phenomena of electricity , water- 
spouts, ravaging a fertile country , bail storms , 
impetuous hurricanes, overthrowing buildings 
and forests , earthquakes, swallowing up whole 
aties , and volcanoes, whose burning lava 
re-produced similar disasters to those of Pom- 
peii and Herculaneum On the other side, 
we saw the highest and most celebrated 
mountains of the earth, disfigured by precipices, 
torrents, avalanches, and oil the horrors of 
wild and unformed nature , further on, wo saw 
the sea lu a storm, extending its ra>agc8 on 
every side, and threatening the earth with the 
return of chaos In another montimo 

scene, we admired a perfect calm , the horizon 
announced the setting sun , women of dazzling 
beaut> came out of the bosom of the deep, and, 
grouped round the foot of a rock covered with 
moss and shell-fisli, invited the passengers of a 
\essel to take part in their sports. Seduced by 
so man) clmrraa, these men lauded upon tin 
rock But the •'k) Lccaiiic instoiith 
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obscured, the sea began to rage, lightning 
played furiously through the air, and the en- 
chanters were nothing but horrible monsters, 
who devoured the too credulous travellers ' . . 
On another scene we remarked a vast field co- 
vered with sceptres, crowns, and rich orna- 
ments broken to pieces ; we also distinguished 
tiaras, tm’bans, coats of armoim, ensigns of lie- 
raldryj the whole heaped up confusedly with 
human bones. . . The sole animated 

beings who seemed to survive on this soil of 
desolation were a frail old man, covered with 
rags, scarcely able to stand up, and holding by 
the rags of a woman as decrepit as himself, 
who was a little before him ; instead of a staff 
the woman leaned on a long trumpet, the tube 
of which touched the ground. They were both 
making fruitless efforts to come up with a ser- 
pent which was crawling slowly a little before 
them. Some moments were thus spent ; but at 
length the old man fell, and mingled his own 
bones with those he was lately treading upon. 
Freed from her load, the old woman lifted 
up her wrinkled forehead, hastily pulled off the 
rags udth which she was covered, and like 
another chrysalis, leaving her worn-out skin, 
appears only as a young winged female, scarcely 
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covered \vrtli a Blight tunic, who initantl/ 
lazes the dazr.hng trumpet, mounts, and disajH 
pears m the air ' The serpent then lays hold 
of the end of his tail with hU mouth, forms 
himself into a circle, and rolls along the whole 
surface of the field of destruction , the scattered 
wrecks are soon fixed to the reptile, and be- 
come part of its proper substance lately so 
small and dimmutive, it now becomes a mon- 
strousgiant, till, at length, having no bnger an/ 
harvest of wrecks to gather, it nses firom the 
ground, and loses itself m the dutonce, among 
thick clouds ' Profound darkness succeeds 
these objects of sadness , but groduoU/ vind 
and pure flames burst forth from amidst the 
darkness, and jom the upper part of the pic- 
ture This pomt displays for o moment a 
torrent of light, which constant!/ ascending, 
seems to nse to regions which the smallness of 
the frame prevented us from perceivmg, whilst 
the fires that escape seem to repel the darkness 
mto a bottomless ab/ss Out of the 

crowd around us, that was conUnimlly going 
and returmng, not one deigned to cast an cj e 
of attention upon this terrifying allegory, ever/ 
Olio was occupied with his cr\Jo/ment of the 
present In the midst of luxury. ahundaiHx, and 
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the gratification of the senses, and was little 
disposed to form' ideas of sadness, still less of 
repentance ' Pauline alone, witness of the 
terror with which we were seized, shed tears 
abundantly, leaned on my arm, and seemed to 
claim my protection. Louis was also much 
affected ; he durst not give vent to the disorder 
of his ideas. . . . Maury thus broke the 

silence that reigned : What must be the in- 
fatuation of mankind upon the earth, since 
here it shows itself in ail its violence and blind- 
ness ' What mean those men devoured by de- 
ceitful Syrens — those convulsions of nature — 
that field covered with remains, on which was 
expiring the last man of the human race, whom 
every thing abandoned, even the memory of his 
fate ! What means that serpent, without be- 
ginning and without end, which, swollen by the 
spirits of all past ages, disappeared in eternal 
darkness ^ Oh eternity * if thy aspect makes 
the just man shudder, with what terror ought 
thou not to inspire the wicked ' There every 
thing was involved in confusion, every thing 
had gone back to chaos and oblivion ! The 
worm that feeds on the spirits of mortality is 
on a level with sceptres, crowns, tiaras, and all 
the monuments of the pride of men ' But, Oh, 
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irapenetroble decrees of too much unheeded 
Providence * The most sublime portion of those 
very men escapes the common fote of created 
things, and prolongs its existence in a new 
hemisphere ’ How is this ? It is be- 

cause this sublime portion is the direct emana- 
tion of the creative, viviiying, and regulating 
force, not only of the gram of earth which we 
call the terraqueous ^obe, but of all those mil- 
lions of load and opaque bodies which fill up 
the infimty of space It is because it Is impc- 
ruhable, like the Onmd Cause that created it ' 
Oh Immensity * Oh man * mixture of 
clay and the divine essence 
Whilst we were plunged in these mournful 
reflections, we heard loud bursts of laughter 
nse up beside us Maury was so indignant that 
he cried out, transported with real, " Begone, 
ye profane I** — It was a joyous band of fops 
and coquettes, who were deceased at the dose of 
the last and the Ix^mmng of the present cen- 
tury, who brought m their train an ample- 
stock of pironettes, glissades, jmns. Jokes, rc- 
busses, and other nonsense, and ucre planning, 
they said, a tour of the garden 

The attack of Maury only increased their 
gaict) , they ridiculctl lum, and each, os he 
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passed along, dischai’ged his pun or epigram at 
the cardinal, amidst the loudest biu’sts of laugh- 
. . . Mamy was but a fool in their 

eyes ; but he was soon consoled. I asked Pau- 
line if she knew the garden these thoughtless 
people talked of. She said she did not ; but 
Franceschi informed us that it was the last por- 
tion of the region, the ne plus ultra of perfec- 
tion and enchantment — ^reputed to be ten times 
superior to Eden, and the strongest, as it was 
the last enjoyment, of the Spirits of the Wheel 
of Fortune “ As aU the information I can give 
you,” added he, will not come within a hun- 
dredth part of what you will see with your otvn 
eyes, I shall leave you aU the pleasure of surpiise. 

We came to a long corridor on leaving the 
saloon, which was also placed at one of the 
sides of the grand palace. The crowd there 
was greater than any where else ; but we ob- 
served that not a single man turned back, while 
we met a great many women. They marched 
so rapidly that we could not help thinking that 
they^ had been abandoned by their lovers, and 
were forced to retreat to the ivory region. 
Franceschi confirmed our conjecture ; and told 
us that, except in particular cases, the moment 
a woman entered the garden, she could expect 
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nothing but a speedy return to on inferior re- 
gion 

** Surely,'* said I, “ this law is not general, 
for there ore women here who ment very dif- 
ferent proportions of punishment-” 

Fran 'That is very true, the thermometer 
of their punishment is the length of tlieir stay 
m the palace , the less they have remained, the 
more hiulta is it thought that they have com- 
mitted. Several, such os the thoughtless co- 
quets, remain whole years here , those who 
have been mditferent from calculation, oU the 
selfish, ungrateful, and arrogant, ore constantly 
employed in moving &om top to bottom and 
firom bottom to top It is impossible to tell 
exactly the safiennga of the women expelled 
from this r^on , but I know positively, that 
their sorrow is os strong os that of a princess 
who should be degraded to the rank of a ser- 
vant There is also another particular that is 
worthy of remark it is, that all these v, omen 
ore completely ignorant of the fate which awaits 
the men. who enter the ^irdeu , they sec them 
disappear without knowing either the cause of 
their disappearance, or what becomes of them 
afterwards. 

Paulino did not licar our conversation, for 



IN THE OTHER WORLD. 


347 


she was talking with Maury concerning the 
beauty of some Eastern ladies who were passing 
at the time. I abstained from communicating 
to her the secret of the Marsh, to avoid afflict- 
ing her, for she might meet with many of her 
friends and near relations in these scenes, and 
would be deeply affected by knowing of their 
melancholy fate. The corridor we passed 
through was also worthy of notice. Along the 
wall nothing was to be seen but petrefactions, 
stalactites, magnificent shells, and most curious 
insects, that might have been mistaken for real, 
and which were but formed in Mosaic : at re- 
gular distances we met statues of choice marble 
(of every variety of colour) representing fauns 
and satyrs in grotesque attitudes ; most of them, 
with a malicious smile, seemed to sneer at the 
passers by. Among the shells swarmed an im- 
mense number of daturas. I asked Mamy if he 
knew the plant ; he told me that the motto given 
it was that of the charmes trompeurs (deceitful 
charms.)* The light in this passage was very 
sombre, or rather there was none at aU, for the 

* Its perfume exhales by mght , it stifles those ivhom 
it attracts (See Fleurs Emblemaiiques, par Madame de 
Latour ) 



348 


NAPOLEOV 


onlf light perceived come from a prodigious 
quautitj of fire flies, who fluttered among the 
plants, whilst others were hanging to the ceiling, 
and sparkled like stars. When we reached the 
extremity of this corridor, we saw before us the 
opening of a grotto entirely formed of masses 
of rock crystaL Thousands of pnsms of won- 
derfol brilliancy sprung fixim them, winch as- 
tonished ua the more that we could not imagme 
how they obtained their hght, os the grotto 
was tortuous, and no where contamed any lu- 
minous or phosphoric body The path was 
entirely of gold sand, and presented a gentle 
ascent, passages at the aides (which wc i>cr- 
ceived here and there) allowed us to hear some- 
times confUsed murmuis, produced by subter- 
raneous imd mvisible cascades , sometimes 
plomtivc and lengthened sounds, now dose at 
band, now heard at a distance, which ivcre 
produced by Echon harps concealed m the 
depth of the crevices. These sounds, at times 
hannomous, but frequently discordant, pa- 
sented something extremely affecting ' 

Each of us looked at his neighbour m sdence, 
and cast on C)e of pity upon the multitude by 
wliom we were surrounded These spinU 
tliought themselves happj , tht> did c\cry 
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thing to be sol . . . • Gallant compli- 

ments, jokes, bons-mots, and whispering, \\ ere 
not neglected; but at length a distant light 
struck our eyes ; a soft and voluptuous music 
came instead of the melancholy sounds of the 

Eolian hai-ps We entered — Oh, 

unexpected sight ! — The vi\dfying star of the 
world — the soul of nature — the master-piece of 
divine power — the sun, in short, displayed it- 
self to om* astonished eyes, suspended to the 
azmed vault, and dressed in all his magnifi- 
cence ' Surprised at such a sight, so far be- 
yond my anticipation, I forgot the place I in- 
habited, and involuntanly my knees bent under 
me. “ Rise, (said Maury to me hastily, but 
in a whisper) this is nothing more than an illu- 
sion, like eveiy thing we have seen. Can you 
really think that this is the real sun ? know 
you not that we are on a point totally separated 
from the planetary system What do you 
imagine to be the circumference of that sun ? 

. It cannot, at the utmost, exceed two 
thousand five hundred feet, which is not near 
the circumference of the tower. It is out of 
my power to teU you how it is there, or by 
what physical laws it dispenses such a brilliant 
hght , but It seems to me that if we could at 
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this moment enjoy our pnnlegea tu elect, our 
ascent would, in less than the twinkling of on 
eye, go for beyond it, its distance from this 
platfbnn cannot be more than three thousand 
toises. In short, if it had been a 

real sun, we should hare perceired it fivm the 
very centre of PoUticopolis, in spite of the fogs , 
whilst It never appeared to us, even on the 
dykes of the marsh t Then look to the honron 
that surrounds this marvellous garden, and 
what do you perceive ^ 

Nap Fogi, fogs, nothing but fogs ' 

Maury Well, that informs you that this de- 
ceitf\il light (which u a kind of parallax) is 
destined only to illumine the arcumfercnce of 
the garden, to mcrcase the creduhty and blind 
conddcnce of theso material spirits, and to In- 
toxicate them with every speacs of enjoyment, 
even that of the sight of the celestial light, that 
they may seem to have gamed every tiling at 
the moment they have every thing to lose ' It 
If like the criminal who sees bis smallest desire 
gratified the eveniug before hn execution ’ 

Louis and Pauline, at tho highest pitch of de- 
light and enchantment, examined with fascina- 
ted eyes the whole prospect presented by the 
Ed^n of Tartarus, for they had not heard a 
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single word of our conversation. Maury and 
I went over a considerable part of the garden, 
for we were desirous of seeing from what point 
the invisible springs began their action We 
perceived nothing but gaiety, magnificence, de- 
licious scites, beautiftd specimens of architec- 
ture, sculpture, hydraulic engines, lakes, fish- 
ponds, works in masonry, and particularly a 
grand (Teaii^ which, at a distance, looked like 
one of Baldaquin’s plumes, formed of feathers 
of all colours. Nothing could be more surpri- 
sing, more magical than the effect of this pris- 
matic fountain ' We advanced towards it, to 
examine it more attentively. 

We came first to a circular piece of gi’een- 
sward, which imitated the Iris by its variegated 
colours ; a most delicious perfume exhaled fi’om 
it ' A circular avenue then appeared, formed 
of silver sand, scattered with pieces of sapphires 
and rubies Louis remarked that if this avenue 
was at this moment at the Thuileries, it would 
be cleared away as seditious. This idea amu- 
sed us. We then saw a range of groves adorned 
with every sort of rare and oderiferous flower, al- 
ways fresh, always newly watered ; thousands of 
birds, with plumages dazzling with the gayest 
colours, and constantly waibling their melodious 



d62 


Napoleon 


notes. Beyond these groves there rose, to the 
admiration of the canons, a bank (olao circular) 
of pearls, madrepores, corals, and crystals, re- 
presentuig, with admirable perfection, all the 
rarest productions of the ocean Never lind 
any naturalist formed such on idea, for the ob- 
jects represented have been concealed m the 
depth of unknown sens for thousands of ages 
We also noticed shdla in tho form of sledges, 
oil fomed of one single piece of pearl, coral, or 
aigue-manne. This neb bank was bathed b)r 
a noiseless nver, as transparent as the purest 
crystal, in which Gsb, unknown elsewhere, 
day,r.tcd the eye by the bnlhnncy of their scales, 
all formed of precioin* stones rays of light 
emanated vividly from them, though they were 
at the bottom of tho waters On tins stream 
we admired bglit barks of rose oud cedar wood, 
adorned with gold, silver, and purjik, In which 
the idle spirits of lioth sexes, elegantly dressed 
amused themselves with cicry kind of game, 
with every pleasure that could be found in a 
pleasure-party in such a dchcious situation 
We crossed the stream lu one of thc^ barks 
ivitliout the uidof oars, the} obcjcd the will of 
him wiio dircctotl the helm, b) which thtir 
quickness or hlowiicss was diiLrmiiM.'il \W 
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landed among a crowd of little to^^ms in minia- 
ture, all foraied of alabaster, agate, cornelian, 
porphyry, and verd antique, representing along 
the circumference the principal masterpieces of 
ancient architecture, of which no vestiges re- 
mam in our days — such as the Temple of Ju- 
piter Olympus^; the Temple of Delos ; that of 
Ephesus ; ancient Babylon ; Nineveh ; several 
capital cities of India ; several Egyptian cities ; 
then those of Latium, Alba Longa, and even 
Novogorod. These monuments were all pro- 
portioned to the size of the objects they repre- 
sented, the smallest being ten feet in height ; — 
thus the tower of Belus (formerly existing at 
Babylon) might be eighty-five feet high, and 
eighteen in circumference.^ I confess that I 
took gi’eat pleasure in visiting the smallest de- 
tails of these monuments, and in correcting, by 
the assistance of Mauiy, a host of errors pub- 
lished by badly informed historians. On leav- 
ing this assemblage of miniature towns, our 
eyes turned with delight to a platform, gently 
convex, in the guise of a hill, where nature, a 
thousand times more prolific than in any other 
scene, displayed its innumerable treasures of 

This tower is said to have been the loftie&t ever 
known. 

2 A 
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flowers, firmts, shrubs, bowers, sombre groves, 
streams, quadrupeds of every species, even the 
most ferocious, who here were as mild as lambs, 
and disappeared at the slightest order Almost 
all these animals served to amuse the tlirce 
hundred thousand idle spirits spread mertlie 
hiU. Thus I saw a German princess amusing 
herself by floating suspended^to the glows of 
two eagles , African women who were gallop- 
ping on tigers and hons. We then saw a young 
and handsome Mussulman, effemmately re 
dining by the side of Eleonora of Gmcnne,* in 
an arbour of moss, covered with rosea and jes- 

* This princess thn vife of Louis VIL, and aftenranls 
mother of Richard Occur do Lion, was sccoerding to lus 
torians, a model of beontj i onfortunatelf, tho qaalitfes of 
her heart were not in hormoaf with the porfuction of her 
feature*. Sho was wicked, mrcogciul and deprared. 
She knew nothing but the scnsnsl part of lore norer did 
any delicate sentiment enter her breast It is related 
that tho Sultan Saladin (a hnmanrf and generous prince) 
mado an anperoUcled ofiurt of memory (o please her lie 
learned tho French language in o fortnight Bat bo who 
reigned imperiously orer the heart of Eleonora, during her 
stay at Antioch, was a young Turk of uncommon beauty, 
whom sha was not ashamed to follow whercrer ho went 
loading him with caresses erea in presence of the iudig 
nant Christians. Louis divorced her and sha then mar 
tied Henry II — (Eniroa.) 
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saraines, who seemed to be enchanted at be- 
ing drawn by two enormous serpents, speckled 
with a thousand colours. At the centre of this 
hill majestically rose the famous fountain. It 
was surrounded by a triple balustrade of gold, 
opals, and lapis lazuli, ai'tistly mingled together, 
and reflecting back the light in a thousand de- 
lightful forms. The spirits crowded round the 
balustrade, hut none but men were allowed to 
pass it, and then they only entered one by one, 
by twelve different passages round the balus- 
trade. It required a very keen eye to obseiwe 
these passages, among the three rows of pillars 
closely joined together. The moment the 
num])er twelve was completed, no one could 
enter till a new vacancy occurred. We saw 
the foUoAving scene during our visit to the pris- 
matic fountain. Scarcely had the twelve can- 
didates passed the barrier, before a concert oi 
ravishing but invisible voices vras heard. T>.e 
song of the Bards did not produce more enthu- 
siasm upon the Scandinavian v/arriors than 
these etherial hymns produced on the spirits, 
already but too much inclined to vain glor/l 
Each of them considered it to U the p/ai^e 
of his own triumph— and wlrat a triumph 1 
twelve priidleged spirit:, reaching the h/ghcvt 
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honours of the place, and »urroundcd by a 
countless multitude of excluded people, cn\ loui 
of their prodigious happiness ! (such ^vas at least 
the general opinion ) The space they had to 
pass over, before they readied the jet d’eau, was 
occupied by a meadow, enamelled with ever) 
species of flower, oa delightful to the eye os the 
smell It was six. hundred paces in diameter, 
so that each candidate hul only three hundred 
paces to go to reach the. centre. The comiic- 
Utors sprung forward in the chose, with a rapi- 
dity above human poucr in proportion as they 
approached the goal on infimty of dazzling 
sparks sprung fkim the flowery sod, and hung 
round the immortals, then, bedizeued with 
stars, and resplendent m gbr), they mounted 
by twelve golden steps upon tnunipluil cars («- 
milar to tlio cars of the Homans), the backs of 
which w ere bent ton ords tin, great basin, wholly 
formed of rock crystal They turned their de- 
lighted eyes for a moment ton ards the gaping 
crowd, and sprung upon the enchanted cascade 
Let one fanc) twchc jets (tcan umted m clus- 
ters, each of a dazzling colour, and ruing to a 
height of fifteen hundred loiscs , bodies tna 
mdlcd with sparkling fires then luuiglmgwith 
them, and following their ascending and do- 
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scendins: movement for a few minutes, and one 
will form a somewhat near idea of the appear- 
ance which this phenomenon produced. Una- 
nimous shouts burst from the spectators during 
the display i each would have wished to have 
been an actor in the scene ! But contemptuous 
sneers and laughter soon succeeded the melo- 
dious voices we had heard The 

sparks had disappeared. - . . . “ Can this 

be,” said I to Mauiy, “ one of the paths that 
lead to the marsh V 

Maury. There can be no doubt of it. The 
desire of doing and of appearing more than 
others, torments men here as every where else ; 
as they cannot satisfy their ambition by com- 
manding their fellow-creatures as masters (for 
all are equal) they seek for it by making a dis- 
play of themselves, and- what is truly extraor- 
dinary, by allowing the crowd to attribute to 
their own merit what is but the mere result of 
the laws of destiny. I am sm’e that the first 
battle you gained, where you were commander- ' 
in-chief, did not give you half the satisfaction 
these spirits feel at their ascent in a. jet d'eau > 

Nap. My satisfaction embraced much greater 
results than the ephemeral success of a battle. 

I aimed at the establishment of a grand system. 
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nimous shouts buret from the spectators during 
the display ; each would have wished to have 
been an actor in the scene ' But contemptuous 
sneers and laughter soon succeeded the melo- 
dious voices we had heard The 
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be,” said I to Mamy, ‘‘ one of the paths* that 
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Maury. There can be no doubt of it. The 
desii’e of doing and of appearing more than 
others, torments men here as every where else ; 
as they cannot satisfy their ambition by com- 
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aU are equal) they seek for it by making a dis- 
play of themselves, and what is truly extraor- 
dinaiy, by allowing the crowd to attribute to 
their own merit what is but the mere result of 
the laws of destiny. I am sm’e that the first 
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Nap. My satisfaction embraced much greater 
results than the ephemeral success of a battle. 
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of which all futiut, generatiODfl ^vould r^ard 
me aa the fijunder I wai so cardess of the 
, tnlliDg details of my situation, that I never ap- 
Iieared m tnumph in any of the capitals which 
I conquered , I almost always entered them 
incognito I was desirous that the people 
should lenrn that I was arrived, mthout no- 
ticiDg my amvoi f remember that at tlio 
surrender of Mantua, France and Italy were 
astonished at learning that a young man, 
soured by victory, liod allowed Augcrcau to 
receive all the nulitniy honours, by receiving 
the sword of old Marshal 'Wunntcr,* who do 
filed before him with all his stofft foUon cd by 
the garrison of the place I hod bct 

out for Bolc^a tho day before. 

* ^apoleoa bad ■ ii%b c*Orcio for (bU old 3ftr»iul. 
WbcQ be dtlircred to General Klciuu tbo ^Vrtldci of the 
Capltaladoa of Haotio, bo wrute oo tbo anrgln — If 
Mtutbfl Wunmer Hurcxulcr* id thrv'o day*, b« iboU ture 
tboc terms if bo karronderain a furtolgbt, la b moatb 
in three montbk, be kboU ktUi bare ibe ume cotublKiav 
Ho may bobl out till bo biu come to bis but mood uf 
broad.'**— ^Vtiniucr vo* grateful for to much magiunP 
mity, and bod looa an oppurtonity of repayiog It, by tar 
log tbe Ufo of bli cooqaercr for be ga>o him timely la 
fornuUoa of kome prickU la llotnagna batiag ftourd 
0 plot exprewly to axittdaate tbe breoeb geoerd 
(Entrod.) 
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Whilst we were .conversing', another contest 
of the same kind began with twelve new can- 
didates ; but I had no desire to see it, and 
descended the hill in another direction. When 
I reached the groves, where the spirits were 
amusing themselves with brutes, I heard a fe- 
minine voice behind calling to me in these 
words : Who (s at tliib moment the Jtnt luo- 

man in the world I had no occasion to turn 
round to recognise Madame de Stael. 

“ I shall not s^y to you,” replied I, it h 
she who has given birth to the greatest number 
of children, for here the charms of maternity 
are not known, much less the necessity of em- 
ploying men on the field nf battle ; but I shall 
say on the other hand, it is she who has found 
the means of p\irsuing me in both worlds.” 

jVfad. de St, Now, at least, you will not say 
that I was guided by ambition and intrigue. 

JSfap. No ; but only by the desire of having 
a little petty revenge. 

Mad. de St. No, Sire ' I declare that you are 
mistaken. Must I tell you my weakness ^ I 
was always your most ardent admirer. The 
fond dream of connecting myself with you, and 
of appearing to have some influence in your 
private councils, pursued me during my whole 
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life , unfortQimtelj I could never succeed m 
obtaining a hearing! My fruitless wishes did 
not reach the throne of the first sovereign in 
the world, the more I approached your person, 
the more you affected to shun me , things were 
pushed to such a point that 1 was forced to 
leave your court, and cany over the world my 
bitter chagrin, with the melancholy reflection 
that you hod judged me tmdcr false impres- 
sions, and that your judgment was irrevocable ’ 
This 18 all the vengeance I medi- 
tated, if ever I should meet you. 

Disappointed in my hopes, I attached mysdf to 
every one connected with you, either by the 
ties of blood or by pohUcal relations. At Ge- 
neva I succeeded in obtojmng the fhendiliip of 
your brother, Pnnee Joseph, who has proved 
to me, on a thousand occasions, how much I 
could rely on his kindness I also 

became intimate wiUi Benjamin Constant, an 
upright, cnlighteucd patnot, and a man of 
eminent talent, though sometimes ill advhed,* 
it was to him that I coromunicntcd mj sorrows. 
Surely such connections do not pro> c that I w as 

* He It wnj who drew up iBo fual 4cie (*t 

tlio dump de Vai) ^rflIch wUed tht Eiopcrof »uch a 
number of encmie*.— (E wtob.) 
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your enemy ; if my works have drop]3ed some 
little bitterness against you, it arose from the 
morbid feeling of a heart abandoned by the ob- 
ject which it adores ' You were the only man 
for whom I would sacrifice my opinions, and 
almost my conscience * . . . . '\'\'^lien I 

wote to Fouche that I would be white or black 
for you, as you chose, I really thought that 
every thing ought to be done to preserve you 
on the tlu’ouc, for I foresaw that tlie hajipiiiesb 
of France would be grievously endangered, if 
ever tlie ancient dynasty resumed tlieir former 
power 

Louis. Madam, Madam, do you forget that 
I hear all you are saying^ For God’s sake 
spare my sensibility, at least, if you do not think ' 
fit to spai’e my vanity. 

Mad. de St. Sire, I read in your looks the 
pleasing irony of your remark ; and, at any rate, 
if truth were to offend you in this world, I 
should not have had the pleasure of seeing you 
by the side of the man whom you would have 
had most to fear. 

Louis. You are perfectly right ; there is a 
great difference between Louis XVIII., King of 
France, and Louis of Politicopolis. 

Nap. Since you boast of being candid, one 
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confesaioD menta another , the Ihct 15, that du- 
ring my hfe I never met a woman of equal 
merit to yourself ' The odmimUon I felt for 
your talents exated fears m me, that soon de- 
generated into envy , now I confess it. If you 
had been on ordmary woman, wc should have 
been the best foieods m the world , but m mj 
position, I would never have suffered any per- 
son of talent near me who could have appeared 
to e^pac my own I remember that 

after the conquest of Holland (where Bernadottc 
acquired such a bnlhant military reputation) I 
was seoed with a Molent 6 t of jealous), and 
recalled him, with oU bis staff and most duUn- 
guished officers, among whom were Drouot and 
Ehiboui^ \Vheu Bemadotte appeared before 
me, instead of praising his conduct 1 said to 
him, with on angry tone, these vciy nords ** I 
acknowlcilgc no glory but what co//jm from Wriy- 
self^ I rcco\crcd from inj fit of passion in o 
few hours, and v,as sorry that I ihoucd such 
plain marks of selfishness , but the thing was 
done , and I would have taken good care not 
to retract it * It was the same feeling 

in regard to you. Madam , once I hod got into 
m> head that you were 0 dangerous woman 
you might ha^t urought miracles, hut I nttcr 
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would have consented to give you any influence, 
much less to listen patiently to your counsels ; 
yet you must confess that you did every thing 
in your power to cause me umbrage. When 
you were at Dijon, your house became the ren- 
dezvous of all the turbulent spirits of the capi- 
tal ; people went off on pmpose to see you j — 
eager to please you, idolatrous admirers of your 
literary merits, they shared in your feelings 
towards me, and exaggerated the sarcasms and 
bon-mots, the epigrams and calumnies, of which 
I was the object. I was forced to exile you 
to a more distant place. When you were 
at Coppet, I was told that you wrote plays, 
of which you performed the piincipal chai’ac- 
ters yourself. I did not believe a word of it, 
and you never ceased to appear in my eyes 
as a dangerous conspirator. Ambition was the 
sole cause (on my return from Elba) of your 
attempting to get reconciled to me, by employ- 
ing my -brother Joseph and Fouch6 to persuade 
me to receive you. The desire of giving your 
daughter the title of Duchess of Broglie, with a 
portion of two millions, led you to write that 
you would be white or black for me. Justice 
imperiously commanded me not to consent. If 
I had made France pay the money due to the 
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Mimsfer Necker, your father, oil the wealth 
she possesses would not have been suffiaent to 
satisfy the host of chums that would have been 
made. 

j\Iad de St Let him amongst us, who has 
not been ambitious, throw the first stone ' 

Our conversation still contmued, when wc 
perceived a procession of cars drawn by wild 
beasts coming towards us , in the two foremost 
were two personages I had no difEculty in rc- 
cc^isang The one was Castlereagh , bis cour- 
sers were four huge monkeys, nchly harnessed 
the other was Schwartzenbei^* drami by two 
bears, black and white, of prodigious size 
They stopped on seeing me, nhilst the rest 
went on their way Amongst the 

ladies, who were driving |iast uj in their cars, 
Modainc dc Sta^ recognized Claudinc, Countess 
of Toumon, who moasocred the Protestants in 
the aixtecntli century She uas draim by four 
wolves Anne 31aric dcs Ursins, Duchess of 

• Schwaxtxcabcrg obtojoed ths rank of Monlul at 
NopoTcoa s cxprtM Jckfroj anJ lb£» wtu Q«t ualy 6^- 

nclit he rcceircd from him yet he fouj^ht apjail hli Uw- 
hetur Brthoat re*trkthw or iJpeoiJflg of Mw 

(jdfe Napuleoo uld that he baJ Dot tsleot eooU|d> Ui ow 
maail klx thouuml mca *~^Loitoh ) 
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Bracciano/'' was drawn by foxes and ostriches. 
Several female authors, whom I cared nothing 
about, were drawn by various animals. Tlie 
latter were distinguislied from the rest, by a 
flock of blackbirds, magpies, jays, and parrots, 
wlio hovered round their cars. . . . Tlien 

came another cai* containing two spirits, whose 
sex it was very difficult to tell, for their dress 
and looks were so equivocal; however, they 
were discovered to be females. Madame de 
Stael, who had become acquainted with one of 
them, since her descent from the tower, said 
that it was Christina of Sweden ;f that amphi- 


^ Tins haughty, intriguing, and ambitious woman, after 
being the cause of iiitinite misfortunes, (she was the con- 
fidant of jMadamc de jMainteiion) succeeded, when at the 
court of Rome, in being appointed Camcrera iMayo'r at the 
court of Philip V. ’Weaned with her intrigues, that 
monarch dismissed her at last, and tlie favourite ivent to 
end her days on the first theatre of lier evpioits, where she 
died in 1722 , at the age of eighty 

t D’Alembert says that “ this daughter of Gustavus 
Adolphus (who died at Rome, in 1689) was suspicious and 
mistrustful, ambitious, violent, impatient, haughty, cruel, 
irreligious, and atheistical ; she was of a hot and impe- 
tuous temperament, that inclined her to love, but she 
stifled her desires from pride A musician, whom she was 
very fond of, left her, to go to the court of the King of 
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bioufl Queen, half man, half woman, modest ami 
arrogant, fiavoloua and philosophical, religious 
and atheistical, who wa» tormented during her 
whole life by a most impenous propensity to 
lo>e, and yet refimned from it from pride ' If 
she yielded once, it was only to command a 
man to be mordcred She was accouipomed 
by o celebrated female warrior, a daughter of 
the North like herself, tlic intrepid Ulostn, who* 
at the head of an army of Amazons, bravely 
fought the troops of PrezeroUlos, Duke of Bo- 
hemia, and found a glorious death on the field 
of battle. How beautiful she appeared in iny 
eyes ' I could not help feeling a sentiment of 
enthusiasm towards this masculine beauty I 
** There, ’ said I to the Baroness, “ is llic "ft oman 
who might have succcssAilly made an agree- 
ment ivitli me *' She gracefully guided 

four bounding stags. We soon lost sight of 
her I thought that Costlcreogh and 

Schwartxcnbcrgncro gone, but I saw uith sur- 
prise that they had dismissed their equipages, 
and were preparing to accost mt , I wished to 
spare them the trouble of mokmg Uic first ml- 

Strdini*, when wrote Uitl *ha wooU ulte gwd car* 
that he kboald beacefortb ting uo more fur nj on* AxkI 
l(r{>t her procoUe.*’— 
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vances. “ Gentlemen, in spite of all our efforts 
in the world above to gain intelligence of every- 
thing, we were fer from guessing this ; and I 
wager that you, particularly, Lord Castlereagh, 
would not have Been so bent on my destruction, 
if you had foreseen that the last result of your 
operations was to make you share the common 
fate in the other world, and perhaps the chance 
of endless regret 

Castle. In the position I was placed, even 
the certainty of my future lot could not have 
made me deviate from the system I had adopt- 
ed. Circumstances alone led me to play a part 
upon the political scene ; my own talents would, 
of themselves, have been insufficient to draw 
me out of obscurity ' Most of these circum- 
stances were produced by yourself. Sire ' If 
you had not begun to sap the foundations of 
your own power, neither the gold of ray coun- 
try, nor the personal hatred which my partisans 
vowed against you, nor my intrigues with the 
cabinets of jEurope, would have been able to 
shake your throne 

Najp I admit that I contributed to my fall 
by my own faults ; I am convinced that I owe 
to my ambition, and, if you will, to false ar- 
rangements, all the evils I personally endured. 
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and oil those that afflict the nations o^ cr- 
whelmed bj my downfidl , but you should not 
draw fix)m this any justification of your own 
conduct 

CoitU, I am not oflenng any justification , I 
am stating facts, and 1 momtoin that, os u c had 
formed a coahtion to dethrone you, wc could 
only succeed by corrupODg the good faith of 
others, by spreading false reports, by attributing 
intentions to you which you never had, and by 
’ gradually exatmg the nations against the idol 
whom they were ready to fall down and wor- 
ship, I maintain much more than this 
wc had no choice m the means to be adopted. 
You had on your side the monopoly of hhcral 
ideas, and those of royalty To make the pco 
pic, influenced bj jou, behove that they nould 
be freer under tlic rule of tlic European jwuers 
would ha>e been lost trouble, nobody would 
lin\e beheved it To tell them that the power 
exercised by these some poutrs uos much 
better than jours, would Im\c been a baitfoccd 
falicliood The ascending mo\ ement given to all 
clasacj of society, to all men of uicnt witJiout 
birth,— the pnwpcritj which Frauce enjoyed— 
tlic eternal munuiuuiU raised bj jour gtniua 
im.r the uhoU surface of lilt luipiix and the 



IN THE OTHER WORLD. 369 

kingdom of Italy, would have been evidence too 
clear and convincing of the general well-being. 
We had therefore nothing to do, but to wait 
till time and your own faults should give us ^ 
favourable opportunity of playing our batteries. 
My predecessor, Pitt, had ah’eady prepared im- 
mense materials : J had the temerity to form 
the resolution of imitating him ; but I ought to 
have had .the extent of his genius, and this I 
was veiy far from possessing. Like him, I 
eherished a gi’eat deal of jeajousy, and conse- 
quently of hatred, against the .French nation ; 
like him,! J had.laid.it down as a principle, that 
li.beTal institutions tbelqnged exclusively to Eng- 
land, and shoujd t)e solely used by her. Sur- 
roiunded .by nations of slaves, England would 
have been the spvereign, of those nations : sur- 
rounded by .fi’ee and flourishing nations, she 
would have .been nothing more than their 
equal ; and ft is known to be an aristocratical 
that the happiness of several miUions 
:should.he sacrificed for the advantage of a small 
^number of the privileged classes. .Fi’ance thought 
-fit to break the mouldy yoke of her institu- 
tions : she was not -^satisfied with organizing n, 
Jlepresentative Government upon moderate 
bases, but entirely overturned the ancient order of 

2 B 
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things , so that England* formerly the centre of 
knowledge and legal hbert) had become, in the 
eyes of the Republicans, a pow er distinguished 
for its anstocrntic feelings, and almost for its 
tyranny I We felt the consequences of the de- 
liverance of a popnlous, warhk^ and enthu- 
siastic nabom Too much arcumsenbed to op- 
pose It by open force, Pitt harassed it by in 
temal insurrecbons. Your bnlUnnt star ap- 
peared It seemed that it ought to ba\e ap- 
peased and conciliated every hostile fechng 

but in our new of things, the case was 
worse than ever France organized and united, 
nctonoui, and predomioabng over the desti- 
nies of all Europe, seemed to us an enemy 
much more dangerous than Repubheon France, 
where the seeds of discord we sowed multiplied 
a hundred-fold. After Pitt s death, I was all 
at once Invested mth the important duty of 
continumg bis labours Without tliose prin- 
ciples, I never should have entered the ministry 
I was now obliged to play a very im- 
portant part, by becoming the soul and council 
of all the powers whose intercuts you had m 
jured The powers escaped from me from bmc 
to time, and turned towards the sun , hut I 
soon laid hold of them anew, by flattering lhi.tr 
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passions, and by presenting to them the point 
of honour on one side and degradation on the 
other. In spite of all my exertions, I ^vas at 
one time so totally powerless that I tliought 
my cause was irrecoverably ruined. The Spanish 
war revived my hopes : it was of no small im- 
portance to us to have in our interests a whole 
nation thirsting for remorseless vengeance, 
against such a powerful enemy. From that 
moment I date the ascendancy the British Go- 
vernment resumed in the political balance of 
Europe. In this respect, England owes you 
eternal gratitude. It was a fine thing for ns 
to declare ourselves openly the protectors of a 
just war — the defenders of the oppressed — the 
knights errant of the law of nations ‘ Hence 
we gained moi’e than ever the esteem and con- 
fidence of your enemies. Some years of perse- 
verance , the divisions and faults of a great 
many of your generals ; the oppression with 
which they overwhelmed a people already im- 
tated, and eager for revenge ; the want of 
talent of the king you forced upon the Spa- 
niards ; the constancy and devotedness of our 
troops ; the personal courage of their comman- 
ders (much more than their talents), finally 
crowned our efforts with signal success. In- 

2b2 
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stead of occupying yourself, heart and soul, iu 
repainng tins first check, you socincd to take 
pleasure in calling upon bad fortune. \ ou un- 
dertook the expedition to Russia, Alexander 
had long been in our interest, although he wus 
in amity witli you in appearance, much more 
I reckoned in my ranks Mcttemicli, tlic minis- 
ter of a sovereign who was doubly allied to 
your person, and who should have been the last 
person in tlie world to aid in your destruction 
To the profound djssunnlation of that 
diplomatist am I indebted for the greater port 
of our success After the dements and (I may 
say it now) your imprudence bad destroyed the 
finest and most formidable ormv ever known in 
hutory — in> pndc bccainc greater than my 
judgment — -I should even ha\c been sorry to 
sec an attempt at paafication, England seemed 
to me above all nations, nnd 1 coustidcrcd iny»clf 
above all Englond The mlcrcits of my own 
country seemed to me of very hltk importance 
compared to the extraordinary inllueucx and 
renown I acquired m Europe ' My name was 
m every ncwipajier, sovereigns liastLiic\I to 
make me the most confidential communications 
lavished praise and lionour U|K)n me, and ilaubeti 
meovLrvvith orders and ribbons, I thought I 
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was another David, and had singly brought down 
tlie formidable giant They dare not 
take any step,” thought I, “ without consulting 
me ' It is I who have found the treasiu’e, and 
who can distribute it according to my will and 
pleasure : it will be strange, indeed, if I cannot 
claim for my own share whatever I please, and 
when I choose'” Absorbed with such flattering 
ideas, I dozed over my pretended glory, and 
thought only of becoming the general distributor 
of the spoils of the common enemy ; but, in- 
stead of rewarding merit, instead of indemni- 
fying the nations that had suffered in the 
struggle, I became the clerk, the cashier, and 
the benefactor of — the sovereigns ' I enrich- 
ed the wealthy, protected the poweidul, and 
strengthened the pride of the proud ' . . . . 

I dreamt of nothing but grandeur, nobility, 
and honours ' . . . I blushed more than 

once because 1 belonged ta a nation of traders ; 
and in France, particularly, I constantly main- 
tained that it was an error to believe that 
England owed its power and prosperity to its 
commerce ' I could by one single 

word have rendered a hundred millions of 
people happy, but the interest of the Hol^ Al- 
liance prevailed ; I was shown so much gra- 
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titiide, and such high consuleratioD, that I could 
not refuse to give my signature to all the acts 
made to produce the d^nidatloD of nations ' 
Never will history hinu&h another instance of 
a minister who was the representative of a nation 
proud of Its liberty and yet who fought violent- 
ly against the liberty of other nations under 
the pretext of hberatiDg them from oppression I 
— of a mmister who betrayed the confidence of 
his own sovereign# acted contrary to liis purest 
mtentions, paralysed his generous feelings, from 
no other cause than a childish vanity, a school- 
boy’s revenge ' of a mmistcr# m short, 

who acquired a high reputation, good or bad, 
by Qcung controiy to the interests of bis ortTi 
country, and consequently against the general 
wdL If the opinion of every EngUshman had 
been token mdividuolly, there would not have 
been found forty persons on my side ' ^VhoU 
cver hatred tlie Englhh may feel against the 
French, they would have prderred a mutual 
accommodatiou that wc might all haic marched 
agamst tlie obgarchy, niUicr than ^icldiog to 
the fhiolous desire of a fooUsIi iingcaiict# pre- 
judicial to the dignity os well as prospentj of 
tlicir countrj • It u iii thu bcnsc Uiat I may 
Ixmst of having acquired cclcbnt) 



IN THE OTHER WORLD. 


375 


Nap. Erostrates acquii’ed it at a much cheap- 
er rate by burning the temple of Ephesus ' I 
shall not now repeat useless and ill-timed 
charges respecting your conduct to me perso- 
nally : whoever appreciates a generous senti- 
ment;, a lofty mind, inaccessible to petty pas- 
sions, ^vill always throw the blame upon you, 
when he learas with what cruelty you and your 
partisans tormented the last moments of an 
enemy, who, vanquished by the fortune of war, 
gave himself up to your generosity ; of an ene- 
my whose sacred character had been admitted 
by all the powers of the civilized world ; who, 
incapable of acting contrary to the laws of honour, 
would always have considered as an inviola- 
ble benefit the voluntary asylum he chose 
among his most formidable antagonists. To 
allude merely at the present moment to your 
interests at the time, I shall prove to you that 
ray removal, as well as my imprisonment in the 
Island of St. Helena, was the gi’eatest blunder 
you ever advised your Goverament to commit. 
First of all, how honom’able would have been 
for me, as well as for you, the agreement of 
noble and generous sentiments, which would 
have dictated an opposite course ' . . . On 

one hand, a powerfid enemy, overthrown by 
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the efforts of -a great nauoo, confident!/ claim- 
ing an asylum from this ^cry nation, persuaded 
as he was, that he would there find more no- 
bleness of mind than among her allies 
on the other, a Government, which has nothing 
Co feaif frrom its own subjects (because their m 
terests are identified with those of the Govern- 
ment), forgetting lU resentment and personal 
hatred, stretching out a friendly hand to this 
enemy m his misfortune, admittmg him to 
shore in the general rights, and depending on 
bis honour that it would never bo exposed to 
danger from any attempt on his inrt Nopo* 
Icon walking lu Hyde Pork, or m tho streets of 
London, would not have been on object of btUc 
mtercst for tho honour of England ^ot a 
man with the imoUcst portion of judgment 
could have refrained from a feeling of cnthusl 
osui when he saw the subjects of Great Britain 
on tho ContincuL every uum would lm>o fill 
a profound feeling of respect for yom IVIiat 
on overpowering mflucnce you would have ob- 
tained over public opinion* Then you could 
have justly said, that you were masters both by 
kca and land. The sovereigns, seized w lUi fear, 
would have eagerly yielded to all jour wuJics, 
jou would lia\e dictated laws to all 
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the cabinets of Europe ; every port would have 
been open to you your commerce would have 
become unbounded ; you would have consider- 
ed my- person as a ;^recious talisman of which 
you were the sole possessors; and while you 
were gratifying your vanity, you would have 
considerably advanced yom’ own interests. 
Thus, by humbling an enemy (whose power 
was hated), you would have skilfully reduced 
him to become the instnunent of your own ag- 
grandizement. . . . This would have been 

revenge ' If Pitt had lived, this prospect would 
not have escaped his profound sagacity ; he 
would have adopted a very different system. 
Instead of that, what have you gained ^ The 
indignation of my numerous partisans ; the 
contemptuous ridicule of the sovereigns who 
duped you, and the fine title of Head Jailor to 
the Holy Alliance 1 

As for what concerns me individually, I dis- 
dain to speak of it ; my actual destiny fortu- 
nately places me afar above such melancholy 
subjects. I have suffered, it is true ; it is now 
nothing more than a dream ; but such is not 
the case when I think of the frightful traces 
your system has left upon the earth . 

Like the destroying angel, you have spared 
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uotiiiDg, not even )our own countiy Ital/ 
baa been delivered up to the rapaaty of Aua- 
tna,* Genoa sacrificed to the cootemptihle 
tyranny of the aristocracy of Piedmont 
Belgium was awkwardly united ^\ith Holland , 
France divided into a thousand factions, and 
the slave of the Jesuits, Prussia sighing oAcr 
a constitution it will never obtain, Poland 
subject to her persecutor for ages — inexombh. 
and unprincipled Russia I Spam tom by onor* 
chy and misery , and Russia read^ to swallow 
every thing up while England is a jwwcrlcss 

* AfUr Xapoleoas seootul abJIcfttloD, Lh« genrmu 
Lord Bentiaek haringcimio to L^gLoon vnU) bU ti]uaxlmo, 
hastened to offer cccuoliUoa to the Italian patnoU, who 
JO tho JoM of their Protector Just!/ fomarr the incritahlo 
rain of their countiy He gaw dinnen, at which the 
highcfet enthosiosm ns displajed ho caused colours and 
cockades to bo made The oamo of the \dmlrul inspired 
the heart of ereiy Italian with hope and Jop, and In coo* 
acqQcnce the BnUsh Oorerament was praised to the skict 
every ono saw In It the protector of tha law of natioas (ibr 
It had the power of being so) the support of the oppressed, 
and the angel of dclircrsnco I Out,ulaa) a stroke of Lord 
Ckstlercagi a pea dashed eii tbi-mf iS^tlcrWjf dname aoay 
Uy paruiysing the efforts of the noUe Ctntioek be with- 
ered every Im^ with grief, cuvcml these beautiful regions 
with despair and tooumiog, and devoted to slairry ami 
tj }th n r>oi 'r eleren milbons of people, (fcoi to® ) 
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spectator of whatever it pleases the tyrants of 
Em’ope to attempt against tlie happiness of na- 
• tions. . . . The negligence you displayed 

in watching over the interests of your own 
country, at the time of the general peace, has 
justly procured you the hatred of your coun- 
trymen. England had a right to a large in- 
demnity for the enormous expenses she had 
supported : by this means, she might have re- 
moved from her the immense burthen by which 
she is weighed do^vn, and of which she perhaps 
feels at this moment the fatal consequences. 
If you had preferred the interests of your 
country to some ribbons dangling at your coat, 
to some shakes of the hand from the sovereigns, 
you would have seized the only opportunity 
that ever offered, and one that never will 

come again By flattering ‘you, the 

sovereigns made you their dupe : they knew 
the more they flattered your vanity, the more 
would they diminish the pretensions of the li- 
berating power whose representative you were. 
They succeeded. Is it possible that Englatid 
can have risked every thing, gained every 
thing, and retained nothing What difference 
is there between your system and that of the 
greatest man your country can boast of, the 
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light of the Bntuh laics — the uamrtal Fox ? 
He, Qt least, was a man of ment , his character 
was sulhaent to caiise the whole nation that 
liad gi\en lum birth to bo honoured and be- 
loved' Of all your colleagues ho alone was 
sincerely desirous of peace. He died too soon 
for the misfortune of his own nation and of 
ours ' The peace of Amiens would haie put 
ou end to our disputes. Let calumny say what 
it will, my hcarl was alwa)8 inchned to peace, 
of course upon honourable terms Before the 
WOT with Prussia, 1 offered it on conditions 
very adrantageons to you, but )ou would not 
listen to It, after the conquest of Prussia, I 
oflered it again, but you and >our colleagues 
refused it, though m> proposal was sanctioned 
by o letter from tlie Emperor Almnndir 
jetyou reported every where that I was a\tT>c 
to peace, and aimed at umvcrsal inoimixliy I 
At all periods the most oboinmolilu laLcliooJs 
have been circulated respecting me Tlicn. is 
no doubt that in a barbarous age tlic ignorant 
would have been told that I was Anti CiinA ' 
Pitt himself, though incapahlu of inakiug luo 
of such i)Ctt^ iiiLaus, did not dmhuu to cuqiloy 
oil iinaguiary scare-crow to form his htx,jjlu 
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league against me. For the purpose of making 
the English full of national spirit, he persuaded 
them of the possibility of my landing in Eng- 
land ; and if that takes place,” said he, the 
capital will soon be conquered, and the king- 
dom in less than a year. Thus the whole Con- 
tinent will be at the mercy of the invader ; 
England once fallen, all is lost.” Pitt did not 
beheve a single word of all this, but he gained 
his object. The coalition was formed, and the 
English people were constantly on the alert 
to fight the imaginary phantom that was con- 
tinually presented before their eyes ' . . . 

Hence the bitter animosity that actuated, du- 
ring the war, two nations formed to esteem 
each other and live in amity. The ministry 
knew very well that the invasion of England 
was impossible : I knew it also, though I made 
a show of it at Boulogne. If the ministers had 
been candid, this is what they should have 
said: — That man protects equality — we wish 
aristocracy ; he acquires gloiy for France — and 
we wish her to remain in obscurity ; he is be- 
coming too wealthy — we wish him to remain 
poor ; he is becoming too powerful — and we will 
allow none to be powerful but ourselves. This 
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language would have explmncd their real in 
tenUons, and perhaps would havejustiGed their 
conduct much more than the frivolous pretexts 
which they employed. 

No sovereign was ever so much exposed to 
falsehood as myself. Independent of the hes of 
the diplomatists, particularly of Mettermch {v» ho 
IS all a He), and of yours, it appears that each 
of iny enemies had odojited this means as the 
most powerAd they could devuc, to dnninuh 
the pubhc consideration nhich Goued upon me 
on oU sides. Those of Blacas surpass cvciy 
other m turpitude be went so far os to falsify 
the letter of a waiting maid of my sister Pau> 
lines, in which I was accused of noUnng less 
than of Imving had connection with her* lie 
paid a certain joumol, well known in your 
country, fur calumnious stories by their u tight 
ID gold • That man, in short, though as silly 
as he u wicked, did not sport his friends mort. 
thon his enemies. At my return from tlie 
island of Elba, he hod the baseness to lea\c 
at my dispoutioii all the ktttrs of thu>o who 
served me some time beforc, and bad been seek- 
ing for favours and employ menu from the ntw 
sotrdgu, by filling ibeir jitUtious with iruulu 
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upon me. If I had been a Ltouis XL, or a 
Christian II., I had in my hands the means of 
destroying thousands of individuals ; but Blacas 
cared very little for them lives, for he thought of 
nothing but saving his gold ' We may conclude 
from this, that all the convulsions that took 
place during the latter years of my leign, all 
the bloodshed, aU the interests that were en- 
dangered, and all the malcontents that were 
formed, were the consequences of a cause emi- 
nently fiivolous — the personal hatred, and per- 
haps the envy of some individuals against a 
single man ' Formerly, war was carried on to 
satisfy the caprices of some crowned heads ; in 
our times, it has been done to aid the hatred of 
some ministers of state ! If, at any rate, they 
had been satisfied with accomplishing my ruin, 
weU ; but they required millions of victims, with- 
out reflecting that the posterity of the oppressed 
win only pronounce mth horror in future ages 
the name of their oppressors ! The minister who 
succeeds you, will only have to follow a path en- 


* Thi:> King of Denmark, the contemporary and rela- 
tion of Charles Luint, ’vas ho sanguinary, tliat he v/a-s call- 
ed the *sero of the North. 
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tircly di/Terent from yours to obtain the bene- 
dictions of mankind, and to march securely to 
immortahty 

Cast ( affected) I desire it may be so, for the 
benefit of mr country and of nil Europe’ I 
have done a great deal of evil, and I have 
scaled ray repentance by tlic sacnficc of my 
life, though unfortunately too late ' It was no 
longer in my power to repair it otherwise ' I 
gave what I hod of greatest value. But 

my puniiliracnt is stiU very far from Ijcing 
ended ! independenUy of what I endured since 
my amvnl hero, independently of wliat I Iw\c, 
perhaps, yet to suQcr, I always carry with me 
such a bitter fechng of remorse, that tins alone 
IS equal to the most homd punulimcnt. TIil 
prospect c\cn of the enchanting ol^jccts uludi 
abound in these scenes, far from amusing me, 
onl) rcuimdfl me of the j>a*t — tliat which. 1 
might ha\c happily enjoyed m the oilier wodd, 
and also prepared myself for this ’ I rcquiatl 
80 litUc to do so— to despise the counscU of 
vamtj, to be just and humane’ ^Vliy did not 
the }>owcrful Iiand that chastises me, not a>iigi 
me in tins hcimsplicrc an unknown >pot where 
I could deplore nij faults, mslcad of jdanng na 
m a magical LIjsium so httlo suitable to the 
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state of my soul I Every moment I am ex- 
posed to reproach and insult ; I never meet one 
of my countrymen but I feel alarm. I had 
scarcely come down to these regions, when I saw 
Schwartzenberg by my side, whose appearance 
was formerly as agreeable as it is now trouble- 
some to me. He has never left me since. . . . 
Forced to contend against adverse fortune, we 
endeavoured to find in amusements some con- 
solation for our suffeiings. Vain trouble * The 
palaces, the riches, the fair sex of tliis place, 
produce less effect upon us here than those of 
Vienna, Schoenbrunn, and Berlin ; though those 
of the world above were but poor and trivial, 
in comparison of those before us. We have 
three times attempted to enjoy the innocent 
pleasures of driving in a car, and three several 
times has Schwartzenberg been di’awn by bears, 
and I by ridiculous monkeys, all covered over 
with gold and ribbons. . . . Ah ’ if I am 

reserved at some future day to see myself sur- 
rounded by Mettemich, Pozzo di Borgo, and 
so many more of my colleagues ' Spare me 
at least the shame of another political confe- 
rence ' 

Nap. I can positively assure you that such a 
thing will not occur ; and to calm as much as 
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lies in my power, the agitation of your mind — 
to prove to you that repentance, thougli bte, is 
always worthy of reward— and that Napoleon 
feels happy in exercising towards other*, what 

he desires may be exercised towards himself 

(Here the Gemus, who hod long been silent, in- 
spired me with the follounng harangue — ) “ Ap- 
proach, all of you indiscnininately, and sanction 
by your presence the solemn act I am going to 
iUlfiL** JLrOUis, Pauline, Hladainc dc Stacl, and 
Francesdii, placed themselves round me I^Iaury 
remained near me absorbed m thought Tlic 
ex-Austrion marshal and the cx-BnUsb nii 
Ulster, awmtcd In- tdcncc, with bent heads, m) 
lost decision I began . — 

** Two exclusiNC ogents divido the cartli be- 
tween them, Good and Sad They both spnng 
from the same sources, nhich art the organic, 
immutable lairs of matter, and mankind The 
former give rise to physical and acadcntal 
evil whicli at every moment aflllcts or menoccj 
some part of the globe , the latter produces both 
physical and moral cni, the lost of »hich is fJt 
only by the human race, who arc thcimdvcs 
the authors of it Good foUous In tJic same 
proportion, hut it is not couemung it tliat ul 
arc going to speak. — Moral evil takes its source 
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in the passions of men, and those very passions 
would not exist without a, powerful, active, and 
exclusive cause governing each individual of the 
human race . * . this is what is commonly 

called egoism^ or the love of self. If every man 
could apply to his own private advantage aU 
the resources of creation, he would not hesitate 
to do so ; but eternal Wisdom has mingled hu- 
man interests in such a manner, that no one, 
without the aid of his neighbour, can enjoy the 
smallest happiness. Good prevjiils where all 
men aid in producing the general happiness ; 
whilst evil springs from the combination of 
many who work for the benefit of .^one. The 
experience of all ages has proved that the 
first hypothesis is impossible, -for unity does not 
exist even in * natm’e. It would be as impossi- 
ble to establish a unity of will amongst men, 
and a unity of interests, as to pretend to estab- 
lish a perfect level on the surface of the ocean. 

, . Men, therefore, have but the second 

chance remaining ; but however little it appeal’s 
attractive, sound judgment still finds that it 
can afford consolation. First of all, the power- 
ful man (that is, he who di’aws to himself a great 
mass of property by the aid of other men,) 
caiTies upon his own shoulders the heavy 

2c 2 
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responaibflity of the evil he causes, and the good 
he neglects to do he becomes the ostensible 
object of the general affection or the general 
hatred. It would really be too fine for these 
men, so privileged in the sublunary world, if 
their existence, embellished by grandeur and 
sustomed by yirtue, was to obtain them a level 
ea^ road to reach the enjoyments of the world 
to come. Selfishness or vanity is always by 
their side to exate them to deviate &om the 
straight road. Chance alone determmes whe 
ther a country is to be governed by a CasUe- 
reagh and a Mettemich, or by a Sully and a 
Sir Thomas More — whoever the men be who 
are destmed to govern others, society should 
consider them as formed of the same essence as 
themselves, and, instead of viewing them often 
as unjust persecutors, to regard them merely ns 
the involuntary instruments of Eternal Wisdom ' 
“ Those bom to obey, ought to compare with 
the action of nature the operation of the good 
or of the evil they receive from the depositaries 
of their socud compact A long course of years 
consisting wholly of fine weather, would become 
almost as monotonous m the eyes of the human 
race, as a long course of rainy days. It is very 
rare that a fortunate compensation docs not 
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speedily follow tlie epoch in which we have 
been unfortunate ' Hence nothing equals my 
present satisfaction in informing this unfortu- 
nate spiiit, once subject to error, now seized 
mth honourable remorse, that his wishes are 
fulfilled ; that his country, the ol)ject of his 
regret, is now restored to her eminence by the 
genius of a Great Man, whose integrity, know- 
ledge, and inclination towards good, do as much 
honour to himself as to the enlightened monarch 
who knew how to choose him. In a short time 
longer, an occasion will occur when the Queen 
of the Seas will resume the ascendancy she 
ought never to have lost. But, oh prodigy ^ 
the future unveils its impenetrable mysteries 
before my eyes. I see liberty stretching her 
beneficent wings over the whole continent of 
happy America, and preparing to return to 
Europe. Where wiU she fix her abode ? She 
casts an eye of pity upon the countries that 
formerly possessed her, but allowed her to take 
her flight. Stop, cruel power ! forget my 
faults, forget their inconstancy ’ restore by thy 
presence peace and happiness to thy wandering 
children ' Vain prayer ! She flies, and in her 
disdainful flight, leaves the South of Europe, 
and hovers over the shores of Kamtschatka 1 
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he neglects to do he becomes the ostensible 
object of the general affection or the general 
hatred. It would reaDy be too fine for these 
men, so privileged in the sublnnary world, if 
their existence, embellfshed by grandeur and 
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speedily follow the epoch in which we have 
been unfortunate ' Hence nothing equals my 
present satisfaction in informing this unfortu- 
nate spirit, once subject to error, now seized 
Avith honourable remorse, that his wishes ai’e 
fulfilled ; that his country, the ol)ject of his 
regret, is now restored to her eminence by the 
genius of a Great Man, whose integrity, know- 
ledge, and inclination towards good, do as much 
honour to himself as to the enlightened monarch 
who knew how to choose him. In a short time 
longer, an occasion will occur when the Queen 
of the Seas will resume the ascendancy she 
ought never to have lost. But, oh prodigy * 
the futui’e unveils its impenetrable mysteries 
before my eyes. I see liberty stretching her 
beneficent wings over the whole continent of 
happy America, and preparing to return to 
Europe. Where will she fix her abode ? She 
casts an eye of pity upon the countries that 
formerly possessed her, but allowed her to take 
her flight. Stop, cruel power ! forget my 
faults, forget then* inconstancy ' restore by thy 
presence peace and happiness to thy wandering 
children ' Vain prayer ’ She flies, and in her 
disdainful flight, leaves the South of Europe, 
and hovers over the shores of Kamtschatka 1 
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Can I believe my eyes ? The North 

dayjlea with a hght • But m a few 

moments it is agam extinguished — slavery with 
her iron arm rashes odt from the bosom of 
darkness, and shaking her massy chains round 
her, overthrows m the twinklmg of an eye the 
wbik of Wisdom ! Liber^ in her flight dis 
plays her innncihle banners, and teaches the 
hospitable banka of the Thames’ Powerfhl 
armies follow her amidst the delighted shouts 
of twenty nations restored to their nghta ' 
Sav^y again attacked, pressed, surrounded on 
all aides, bunes her fearful chains in the bowds 
of the eortb, and is herself (m a column of 
sihake) dissolved m the arcnmainbient air ' 
Other nations join the first two gigantic eagles 
(monsters with two heeds and four claws) seem 
to destine for then- prey the victonous legions 
of anaent Britannia Liberty advances, and 
displays her formidable .$gia , the frightened 
monsters fly off towards the capital of the 
Danube They snatch by violence from the 
palace of the Teutonic sovereigns on mterestmg 
young man, and place him in opposition to the 
children of regeneration but, oh heaven 1 it is 
my son ! Stop— slop — dear portion of 

my blood 1 it Is m vain that the audacious flight 
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of tlie birds of prey assures you of success ! 
Even should you obtain it, you will one day 
shed bitter tears of regret for such melancholy 
trophies. Think of your father ' Remember 
Avhat he was at Ai’cola — what he was at Wa- 
terloo ' But, oh, my son, you hear and you 
• obey me ! Oh, unequalled happiness ' it is no 
longer a young man enervated by the luxury 
of a court, but a valiant soldier, who embraces 
the sacred cause, and becomes its firmest sup- 
port. He 'arms himself wth the sword I used 
at Marengo ' . . . Already the rapacious 

eagles cover the soil with their scattered limbs. 

. . ah’eady, from the summit of the Alps, 

the radiant countenance of another self appears, 
like the rising sun, and dispels the thick dark- 
ness of unfortunate Italy ’ How beautiful thou 
appearest at this moment, oh Italy * Ap- 
proach, too long a widowed spouse; embrace 
thy husband — that husband whom destiny pro- 
duced expressly for thee, and whom a barba- 
rous hand snatched from thee while in the 
cradle 1 Oh, affecting sight ' old mutilated 
waiTiors press him in their arms ; they forget 
at this moment their long years of persecution 
and misery .... other warriors (my old 
companions), adorned with theii grey hairs and 
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scars, come fiom the basks of the Seme to join 
the former Mj name passes firom mouth to 
mouth — they pomt out to my son the theatre of 
my ancient glory I see thee ogam, I^Ddi, Cos- 
tiglione, Mantua, Marengo ' Filled mth 

emotion, my son kneels down and respectful)) 
kisses the soil that formeily bore his victonous 
father ' He places my sword on it for a rao 
raent, and stretches out his supphcatmg hands 
to Heaven, os if to thank it for its blessing * 

Soft tears of joy flow all around hmi , 
while the children of the old wamom make the 
air resound with patnotic hymns, and the nr- 
giDS of Ausonia weave a crown of laurels 
freshly gathered, to place on the head of the 
young liero Oh, dehaous sight ' Oh, my son ' 
Oh, mightv future ' 

The tears with which luy eyes were filled, 
prevented me from contmuing, and when I wisli 
ed to look upon him again he bod disappeared 
An immense crowd had osscmhlcd round us, 
dunng my prophetic vision. Having perceived 
among them Cobcntsel and his companion 
Bubna, whom I had left in the ivory region, I 
made them a sign to come near 

“ Bo you also witnesses,** said I to them, “ of 
the solemn act which at this moment fulfils iny 
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dearest ■Oi'islies. Casikreagh^ I pardon you, and 
also pardon all those who have libelled me, be- 
trayed and injured me upon the earth ! May 
my conciliating words lesound throughout Eu- 
rope, and in the hearts of all those who called 
themselves my enemies ; may the latter also 
paidon me in their turn, and remember that 
Napoleon was led astray, but that his heaii; was 
never wicked 1 Come Castlereagh, Schw'artzen- 
berg — come Baroness de Sta'el — and let me 
press you to my heart !” The unfortunate spi- 
rits had fallen at my feet all bathed in tears ; 
I was hastening to raise them, w’^hen I felt my 
being wonderfully lightened aU at once, by the 
disappearance of the heavy atoms that envelo- 
ped me since my entrance into Politicopolis. I 
involuntaiHy rose from the ground, and observ- 
ed the same change in Maury ; but our surprize 
was at its height when we perceived over us 
the celestial figure of the Genius. Never had 
I seen him so radiant with majesty : during the 
few moments that he had appeared, the fac- 
titious sun of the gai-den lost its brilliancy, and 
became of a violet colour. “ Come to me, ye 
elects' said he, with an enchanting voice that 
filled both with joy and sonow all the inhabi- 
tants of the great tower, even those of the sub- 
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terraneoua recesses Maury and I 

could no longer restrain our tendency to fly 
upwards it was then that the sobs increased, 
and that every one called upon me and soliated 
some favour Notwithstanding the fullness of 
happmess with which my whole being was fil- 
led, I could not help feeling a profound emotion 
when I cost a last look upon my sister and my 
unfortunate friends, Pauline cned oul, all in 
tears, ** Ah, brother, do not abandon me I 
Loins said, * My brother, my celestial protec- 
tor, remember my repentance and our friend- 
ship r Madame de Stafil, with dasped bands, 
contemplated me in silence 

Francesclu exclaimed, m a frantic tone, 
** Oh, my dear master, I am going, then, to lose 
you for ever f 

Costlereogh and Schwortzenberg, inth out- 
stretched hands, seemed to say, “ Edp U4 — 
crown thy work ^ 

Maury, m the deepest emotion, joined me , 
and we nosed our suppliant hands towards the 
cdestial messenger 

"I hear you,” said he, “and >our real is 
praiseworthy their punishments 

will be duninisbcd as far as is permitted by su- 
preme justice. You will meet ogam 
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with the greater part of them, after the time 
appointed for expiating theii’ sins has elapsed : 
meanwhile take this, and throw it among the 
group that interests yon.” 

At the same instant I saw in his hand a 
flaming roller, which he delivered to me, and 
which I threw down without examination. Ad- 
mirable virtue of the Omnipotent * The roller, 
like to thunder, produced a terrible detonation, 
which echoed majestically through Politicopolis, 
and through the whole country of the material- 
ists : it left behind it for some minutes, a lumi- 
nous track Hke the milky way. When it came 
to the spirits we had left, the flame became 
divided into small portions, each of which be- 
came fixed to one of the favoiu’ed crowd, lifted 
him up, and carried him beyond the walls of the 
tower to direct him towards his new destination. 
During our ascent, we saw passing at a consi- 
derable distance below us, Pauline, Madame de 
Stael, Louis, Schwartzenberg, Castlereagh, and 
Franceschi, their heads surrounded by protect- 
ing flames, and constantly looking with out- 
stretched hands in our direction . . . whilst 
below them, the blackish points that fell upon 
the miiy plain enabled us to appreciate the 
favour that snatched them fi’om such a hor- 
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rid puniahment ' By the height we 

soon attained, the garden, the sun, and Pohtico- 
pohs iteelf, were lost in a mass of fogs, and insen- 
sibly disappeared We traversed the some 

dork, void which I had seen on my descent * the 
bght alone that emanated from the celestial 
messenger diminished its horror ’ “ Ah ' for 

pity a sake, said I to hiin, * give me some con- 
solatory information of the fate of those unfor- 
tunate spirits What will they become, and 
what have they to hope for?** 

They have obtomed at this moment a favour 
for beyond their anticipations. Thy sister, thy 
fnend de StaSl, the ex-King of France, the ex- 
Anstrian Marshal, and thy former steward, will 
be transported by the beneficent flames to the 
sonthem r^on of the matenaluts. They will 
remain there till further orders there, at least, 
they win enjoy simple but real pleasures, with- 
out repentance and without remorse , their 
fehcity wiU only be troubled by the ardent 
desire of joining thee — and this they have a 
right to expect The British Minister iviU 
occupy Fnmcesclu s place in the government of 
PohUcopohs. By special favour he will have 
Iwo Harpies under his command, who will 
transport him wherever he wishes, even to the 
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Wheel of Fortune which he has just left. Con- 
veyed in this manner, he will visit all the tow- 
ers and all the quarters of his circle ; he will 
have a leave of absence three months every 
year, and these he will spend with his friends in 
the fields of the materialists. Thus seated in 
his equipage, he may even harangue the people, 
or preside over meetings. He will by this 
means, he admired and respected. He will be 
as happy as it is possible to be in a place desti- 
ned only for punishment ... he will occupy 
that post so long as the Gpvemments will delay 
to form themselves under the wise direction of 
sound liberty and for the general benefit : then 
will the golden age be seen ; men will have 
reached the degree of happiness .to which they 
can aspire, and the eiTors of those who delayed 
the march of social perfection, wiQ be forgotten. 
The new president wUl find instructions on en- 
tering his palace ; in consequence of wliich he 
will set at liberty a great number of indmduals 
of his circle, of aU classes and all parties : they 
will go to live among the materialists for an un- 
hmited period.” « And the unfortunate Eugene, 

what has he to expect from the divine cle- 
mency 

The same punishment for nine years, and 
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o ftirther stay in Polibcopolifl of three years 
rnore , after this, he, Moreau, Toussaint, and 
some others, will go to the country of the ma- 
terialists to wait for their deliverance, that 
IS, till the emandpatioii of France and Italy ^ 
The obscurity sensibly dimmished , distant 
suns began to show their light , th^ shone like 
carbuncles scattered over a dart- blue gronncL 
In less than ten minutes the darkness was dis- 
jpelled, and we saw again the magm&cence of 
the heavens. 

" F-mipqa fulgoiu tdstoduid «aila 

Luetantoi poro* posoebot la ethers RteUa^” 

Men of the earth, whose hearts are delighted 
with the sight of a great Lord who protects 
you ) worms, who shake with joy on. receiv- 
ing an appomtment to a lucrative place, o 
higher nuhtary rank, or tbo notice of a nch 
inheritance I if you could for a moment hover 
over this space, enomdled withj worlds and re- 
splendent stars, you would bewail for the re- 
mainder of your existence the shame of your 
bhud mfetuation ^ 

It was here that Mouty was enabled to judge 
of the enormous diffcreoce between the gilt and 
the celestial regions we were wholly obsorbetl 
in a flood of content- Of all these globe*, iiii- 
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posing by their grandeur and dazzling with 
light, the Genius went straight forward to the 
smallest of all, with the exception of two or 
three. Having entered into its atmosphere, by 
that half opposed to the sun’s rays, but enlight- 
ened by< the star which fills its place, 

“ Limpida nocturnaa fixlgebat luna per umbras,” 
we found - ourselves, in a few instants, ten 
thousand toises above the Cape of Good Hope ; 
whence we began gently to descend, till we al- 
most touched the waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Sooii the benevolent smile of my protecting 
guide made me perceive on the bosom of the 
waters the modest rock which witnessed my 
last sigh. It was not without emotion that I 
saw it once more, particularly when I passed 
through the leaves of the weeping wUlows, and 
found myself with Maury standing upon the 
tomb-stone that covers my remains. The sen- 
tinel employed to guard it was so dazzled by 
the superhuman splendour of the Genius, that 
he fell into a profound lethargy, which lasted 
as long as we remained. My knees bent under 
me, and my whole being was filled with gi’a- 
titude and love towai’ds eternal Providence. 
Mamy bent his head on the tomb, and shed 
tears ; but the Genius, suspended on his wings 
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a further 3ta7 m PoUbcopolia of three yeai 
more, after tbi*, he, Moreau, Toussaint, ani 
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tenalists to wait for their ddiverance , tha 
IB, till the emandpatioo of France and Italy 
The obscurity sensihly dumnisbed , distoni 
Buna began to show their light , they shone like 
carfaunclea scattered over a dart blue ground 
In less than ten minutes, the darkness was dis- 
pelled, and we saw agam the magnificence of 
the heavens. 

F.mifTn» torati fblgens tfittadhid 
LueUntei porot posceliotiD tetlicrd ttellas.'* 

Men of the earth, whose hearts are delighted 
with the sight of a great Lord who protects 
you 1 worms, who shake with joy on. receiv- 
ing on appointment to a lucraUre < place, a 
higher military rank, or the notice of a nch 
mhentonce 1 if you could for a moment hover 
over this space, enamelled wiUv worlds and re- 
splendent stars, you would bewail for the re- 
mainder of your existence the shame of your 
bimd infatuation ' 

It was here that Maury was enabled to judge 
of the enormous difference between the gilt and 
the celestial regions we were wholly nbsorbeil 
m a flood of content. Of all these globes, Im- 
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posing by their grandeur and dazzling with 
light, the Genius went straight forward to the 
smallest of all, with the exception of two or 
three. Having entered into its atmosphere, by 
that half opposed to the sun’s rays, but enlight- 
ened by the star which fills its place, 

“ Limpida nocturnaa fulgebat luna per umbras,” 
we found * ourselves, in a few instants, ten 
thousand toises above the Cape of Good Hope ; 
Avhence we began gently to descend, till we al- 
most touched the waters of the Atlantic Ocean. 
Sooii the benevolent smile of my protecting 
guide made me perceive on the bosom of the 
waters the modest rock which witnessed my 
last sigh. It was not mthout emotion that I 
saw it once more, particularly when I passed 
through the leaves of the weeping willows, and 
found myself with Maury standing upon the 
tomb-stone that covers my remains. The sen- 
tinel employed to guard it was so dazzled by 
the superhuman splendour of the Genius, that 
he feU into a profound lethargy, which lasted 
as long as we remained. My knees bent under 
me, and my whole being was filled with gra- 
titude and love towai’ds eternal Providence. 
Maury bent his head on the tomb, and shed 
tears ; but the Genius, suspended on his wings 
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of gold and azure, radiant with majesty as well 
as benevolence, placed himself before us, and 
pronounced these remarkable words — “ Na- 
poleon, this IS oU that remains of thee upon the 
earth ' To thee cannot be apphed the 

well known epitaph of Alexander the Great — 

* Soffidt hmo tumnicu, col iKm (oBecent orbu* 

But the componson is not less Just, when we 
reflect that the few remains concealed under 
this stone enclosed but a iew years ago a vast, 
ambitious and enterprising spirit, who directed 
the movements of countless mosses of man- 
kind , who changed the &ce of Europe , who 
produced so much evil , who spread so much 
good , who could at one tune, at a sangle 
word, make miUions of people happy , and who, 
at the clojte of his days, had not the sod power 
of retaining for himself the smallest particle of 
happiness ' How many nations have 

taken you for the envoy of Providence > How 
many more for his destroying band * Thou 
hast left many friends upon this earth — but 
thou hast also left many enemies ' 

Be re-ossured as to their proceedings. If Co- 
luijviy (accordmg to the expression of one of 
jour philosophers)* sits bovenng over the touib 


Diderot 
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of a great- maD, and attempts to stii’ his aslies 
^yith a poniard, let her choose the night of 
darkness and ignorance for her impious work. 
If she dares to attempt it in open day, a god- 
dess much more formidable than her, JPiihlio 
Opmion, will soon crush her in the dust. . . . 
Pi evidence willed you to exist, and what is 
more, willed you- to be what you have been. 

. . . What right have nations to require perfect 
men upon the thi’one ^ For what would a phi- 
losophical 'king serve at the head of a corrupted 
people? To favour the impunity of crimes, 
and nothing more ’ Civilized nations have no 
right to complain of an evil that oppresses 
, them } they have no right to expect miracles 
for their deliverance. The Creator gave them 
the power of choosing the best possible form of 
government, that they might be happy : the 
means are in their own hands ; and what pre- 
vents them? One single thing alone — moral 
corruption — that scourge of society divides 
mankind, and makes them deviate from unity ^ 
which can alone gain them the object they de- 
sire Let them agree together, let 

them forget them own private interests, to aid 
each other, mutually, in the search and in the 
consolidation of the general interest, and they 

2d 
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of gold and aasure, radiant with miyesty oa well 
as benerolence, placed himself before us, and 
pronounced these remorkohle words “ Na- 
poleon, this IS all that remains of thee upon the 
earth ’ To thee cannot be apphed the 

well-known epitaph of Alexander the Great— 

* Sofficit halo tomahu, cm son cuffecerat orbia* 

But the comparison is not less just, when we 
reflect that the few remains concealed under 
this stone enclosed but a few years ago a vast, 
ambitious and enterprising spirit, who directed 
the movements of countless masses of man- 
kind, who changed the face of Europe, who 
produced so much enl , who spread so much 
good , who could at one time, at a single 
word, moke milhons of people happy , and who, 
at the close of his days, had not the sod power 
of retaining for himself the smallest particle of 
happmess ’ How many nations liave 

taken you for the envoy of Providence * How 
many more for his destroying bond ’ Thou 
hast left many friends upon this earth — but 
thou hast also left many enemies ' 

Be re-assured as to their proceedings. If Cff- 
IwTuty (accordmg to the expression of one of 
your philosophers)* sits hovenng over the toiub 


* Dufovt. 
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F, evidence wl'c J have liemi- 

more, nations to retpiire perfect 

• • • ''^^\he throne ? 'For what would a phi- 
men upon the ^ comiplcd 

losophicat'tingseiweatthe hea 

people? To favom 

,„it ™thin2 mote' Uvuiueo uu. 
andnotnmg oppresses 

right to complain of an e 
them; they have no nght to e. p 
for their deliverance. The Creator gave them 
the power of choosing the best possible form ol 
government, that they might he happy *. the 
means are in thniv ovm laauds and vvhat pre- 
vents them'? One dngie thing aione-inoral 
cor?‘Mptmn— that scourge of society divides 
inanhind, and makes them deviate from unilij, 
which can alone gain them the object they de- 
sire Let them agree together, let 

them forget their own. private interests, to aid 
each other, mutually, in the search and in the 
consolidation of the general interest, and they 

2 D 



402 


NAP01.E0N 


Will be happ/ ’ Thou hart just seen veiy sor- 
rowful e x a m ples of human corrupbon Thou 
hast been enabled to judge how bttle it required 
for the race of men to live hnpjy m both he- 
mispheres ’ Well, siDce thou hast not been 
able to render men happy, when they were the 
slaves of the will, wouJdst thou be sorry to 
have the means of enlightening them, and of 
being useful to them, at a period when they 
have almost forgotten thee I 

liap Speak, my divine Mentor' Inspire 
your grateftii servant with any thmg it is in 
his power to do for them though the greater 
part were ungratefiil, I love them stiU They 
served me ixutbfaily during my splendonr, ^ 
knowing that services performed for me would 
sooner or later obtom their reward after my 
defeat they aUached themselves to the new 
idol, and poured fbrtli theur ingratitude on me 
for my benefits , let them feel assured my 
pardon extends to them also, for tlie sake of on 
mteresting class, who will hve for ever m the 
hearts of my descendants. Those 

who compose it ore virtuous and disinterested, 
and have constantly given me proofs of attach- 
ment to my latest breath They bewailed roy 
death ' They preserve my name engraved in 
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their memory ; and yet, placed formerly (l>y tlieir 
social position) far fiom my sight, and li\ing in 
obscurity, they had not even the sterile lu)[ie 
that their names would ever come to ni} cal'.. 
To them, moie than to any oiheis, 1 owe com- 
pensation ; and I implore fiom the ('eleslial 
favour tlie most suitable means of doing them 
serNdcc. 

The Gemuiy. This favour, solitaiy in its kiml, 
will be granted tliee ; no mortal before tliee 
lias ever obtained the privilege of i elating to 
the survivals the wonderful truths of a world 
unknown upon the earth. 15y virtue of my 
privileges, I give thee this power Here is a 
blank book; let thy thoughts be deposited heie, 
and describe, point by point, every thing that 
thou hast heard or seen since the month of thy 
death ; and thy wishes shall be fiiUy fulfilled. 

Oh, infinite Piovidcnce ’ . . . I laid 

hold of the book, and my memory faithfully 
pictured out to me all the particulars of my 
journey — but, oh, still increasing wonder ' the 
moment my thouglits were conceived, the blank 
pages were clothed in human characters, and, 
after the recollection of a few minutes, my book 
was almost filled up. 

(The Genius continued) Tiiis monument of 
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thy good-will for the human race, destined to 
enlighten it, and to inspire it with the love of 
virtue and the horror of vice, will remain ex- 
posed upon this atone ! No European shall 
have the honour of discovering it. It is re- 
served for an honourable Asiatic, who, braving 
the prejudices of his country Joved to learn the 
laws, customs, and memorable events of other 
nations Those of thy elevation and 

reign hlled him with odmirabon , he loves and 
admires thee To-morrow, the anniversary of 
thy death, he will come here piously to visit tby 
grave before his departure for Europe. He 
Will find thy work, and the elements will com- 
bine in conying him rapidly to the classic land 
whicli IS to transmit this book to posterity 
The truths with which it abounds, will 
frighten the barddiearted nod the wicked , hut, 
in revenge, they will spread over the heart of 
the honest mao a shower of unknown consola- 
tion , let the wicked reflect belter upon their 
conduct, and consolation will foil also upon 
them (Then, assuming a more solemn 

tone,) Napoleon ' raonung will soon appear 
along these shores , thy task is frilfiUcd 
It IS tune for thee to go and enjoy, among the 
inhabitants of the Empyrean, eternal liappiaiss 
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— long enough has the abode of misfortune 
overwhelmed thee with bitterness and sorrow * 
— turn thy looks towards the east, and bless 
the decrees of tlie Eternal ' 

Oh, unspeakable happiness ! The east shines 
with an unknown splendour — the rays, as they 
approach, become divided, and discover the ce- 
lestial cohoits in a luminous track, as far as the 
eye can reach ' All-powerful God — it is they ' 
They come to meet me ' I salute thee, Lannes, 
LassaUe, Hoclie, Duroc, Poniatowski, Labe- 
doyere, Ney, Duvernez ! I salute tliee, gallant 
Meuron.^ I salute you all, heroes of all ranks, 
who have been sacrificed in the sacred cause of 
regeneration ' . . . But what is that ma- 

jestic group that advances towards me with 
outstretched arms, tlie smile of affection upon 
their lips ^ Oh, Divine Clemency ' it is now 
that thou blessest me, — every thing is pardon- 
ed, every thing is forgotten 1 The vu'tuous 
Louis XVI. folds me in his arms ' the venera- 
ble Malesherbes, and the gallant Dessaix, and 
Kleber, await by his side ' Josephine, beloved 
spouse ' I am thine ! but this happiness is too 

* Colonel IMeuroii saved Napoleon’s life, at the battle 
of Lodi 
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great 1 lly soul is not vast enough to feel and 
to describe so many blessings I The book falls 
fiom my hands ’ adieu, mortals, adieu ’ — an 
ocean of hapjnneas absorbs my being — and 
comes me off to the bosom of Btenuty I 
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